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KUWAIT: The Women Cultural Society held
a symposium on the ‘Argument on
Demographics’ at its premises in Khaldiya on
Wednesday. The issue has been highlighted
frequently in recent times, particularly by
MPs and officials who blame expats for
Kuwait’s problems and demand a decrease
in the number living in the country.

Dr Ghadeer Aseri decried the hateful
speech directed at expats recently. “Such
hateful statements do not reflect the reali-
ty. Our problems are not caused by the
expats, but by the corruption in public sec-
tor. We don’t need to rid the country of the
expats; Kuwait was always a multicultural
country, its population coming from differ-
ent origins. So how can we become racists
after 200 years?” she wondered. 

According to her, the government is
responsible for the hateful rhetoric. “The
government spread the idea that expats
are to blame for different problems such as
employment, healthcare and others. In the
past, it has also separated the community
into sects, tribes, and living areas. I agree
that certain jobs - state security, interior,
military and other positions in the public
sector - are limited to citizens, as is the case
all over the world, but we don’t have to use
this hateful dialogue,” added Aseri.

She proposed solutions. “The ‘visa busi-
nessmen’ help create the problem, along
with public corruption and the govern-
ment’s ban plans. The citizens make-up
only 30% of the population, but we can
solve part of the problem by replacing the
‘Kafeel’ (sponsorship) system with more
decent system, or residency for expats. We
need to spread tolerance for different
nationalities, religions, and ideologies,”
concluded Aseri.

MP Dr Adel Adel Al-Damkhi agreed that
the expat problem should be solved with-
out insulting the expats. “We criticize the
hateful statements from Western countries
against refugees, while we use similar
terms against the expats. The visa business-
men bring the illegal laborers for fake com-

panies, causing the huge number of mar-
ginal workers. These businessmen engage
in this activity due to the wrong laws. All
the ministers who came after the year 2000
are responsible for this problem, as they
were giving exceptions,” he further said.

There are different solutions in health-
care. “Instead of making the Jaber Hospital
available to citizens only, it should serve its
area for both citizens and expats. Also it’s
not logical to have all the Kuwaitis get
treated in one hospital only. Instead of the
discrimination, we can make all the services
paid and provide the citizens medical insur-
ance, while the constitution obliges the
government to provide free healthcare for
the citizens,” stressed Al-Damkhi. 

Dr Alia Al-Khalid diagnosed the problem
and gave solutions, providing statistics.
“Citizens make 1.3 million of the popula-
tion. Out of the 2.9 expats living here, 600
thousand are domestic laborers, while 810
thousand are marginal laborers for which
we don’t have documents. 50 percent out
of the 2 million expat workers have low
degrees, 42 percent have medium degrees,

and only 8 percent are university gradu-
ates,” she stated.

According to her, the problem of a pre-
vailing number of expats has existed since
the 1960s. Kuwaitis were 36% of the popu-
lation in 1965, 30% in 1975, dropped to
27% in 1985, and then reached its highest
percentage, 41%, in 1995 after the libera-
tion. The biggest problems connected to
the high number of expats are the com-
plaints of traffic jam, crowded hospitals,
pressure on natural resources, and compe-
tition on public employment. 95% of
employees in the private sector are expats.
We should find solutions to employ
Kuwaitis in the private sector,” she
explained.

“The problem with visa businessmen
exists as there is no strict law punishing this
activity. According to the law, after five years
the employees on governmental contract
should leave the country, but in fact they
don’t and become marginal workers. The
only law applied to the visa businessmen
who buy and sell these illegal employees is
No 38/1964, which considers this act a mis-

demeanor, not even a crime. Also the offices
of domestic labor have a black market prac-
ticing human trafficking. We hope that the
new company set by the government will
end this problem,” noted Al-Khalid. 

Ali Khaja argued very logically that the
expats are not the problem, as it is a matter
of existing services rather than nationality.
“If we replaced all the expats with citizens
and the whole 4 million population only
consisted of citizens, we would still need
hospitals, water and electricity, houses and
food. We can’t exist without expats in
Kuwait; they are the ones building our
houses and roads, producing electricity and
water, fishing and breading, or we export
the food from abroad,” he pointed out.

“100 years ago, there were only Kuwaitis
here. They worked in all professions and
this is where their family names came from.
Since the oil boom, the Kuwaitis refuse to
do ‘lower’ jobs, so we need expats. The
invasion period in 1990 was an exception.
So we can’t blame the expats. We should
change our culture and way of thinking,”
concluded Khaja.      
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KUWAIT: Well-informed ministerial sources said that the
Cabinet is seriously considering submitting its resigna-
tion to HH the Amir during its weekly meeting on
Monday and leaving the final decision to him. The
sources added that this would be discussed on the meet-
ing as Ministers express their dissatisfaction with the way
lawmakers had been dealing with the Cabinet and their
attempts to propose unconstitutional laws such as can-
celling the fuel and electricity price increases. “There is a
great deal of dissatisfaction with some MPs seeking to
settle old scores at the expense of development plans”,
the sources explained, noting that such practices are hin-
dering reform as well as the government’s future strate-
gies and plans. 

Further, they stressed that MPs have been unjustifi-
ably filing interpellations and inquiries for the sake of
creating a state of tension and political crises. “This
undermines the principle of inter-powers cooperation”,
the sources remarked, pointing that the parliament have
been in office for just two months and that all those
threats of grilling motions over already decided upon
matters are illogical. “These things prove that MPs do not
target reform and only want to pick up confrontations

with the government”, added the sources. They noted
that the grilling motion filed against the Information
Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud included so many
constitutional loopholes. 

Labor complaints 
The Manpower Authority said that the total number

of labor complaints filed in 2016 was 11,000 of which
2,037 were settled in favor of the laborers and 1,225 in
favor of employers. The Authority added that the total
number of absconding reports dropped from 13,000 five
years earlier to only 7,000 in 2016. 

Nationalization bill
MPs Nasser Al-Doussari, Salah Khorsheed, Abdullah

Fahhad, Khaled Al-Otaibi and Marzouq Al-Khalifa yester-
day proposed a bill to nationalize at least 2,000 bedoons
recorded in the 1965 census. 

‘New Kuwait’ plans
Within its plans to build ‘New Kuwait’, the Public

Authority for Housing Welfare intends to offer 13 proj-
ects - with over 170,000 housing units for public bidding. 

An audit bureau report showed that CSC had paid
financial bonuses to a special work team without 
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AMMAN: Around 4,000 Syrian refugee
families have benefited from Kuwait’s
urgent relief campaign in Jordan, Kuwait
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) announced
yesterday. KRCS teams exerted tremen-
dous efforts in delivering contents of the
300-ton aid convoy to Syrian refugee fami-
lies residing in various Jordanian areas and
governorates, Anwar Al-Hasawi, KRCS’
Deputy Chairman, stated. Al-Hasawi made
his remarks after conclusion of the society’s

seven-day relief campaign in the Kingdom,
during which KRCS teams delivered food,
clothes, and blankets to 400 families in
Maan governorate, in addition to areas in
Mafraq, Rowaished, Ramtha, and Amman.
He commended the effort exerted by the
volunteers from KRCS and Jordan National
Red Crescent Society (IFRC) in distributing
the Kuwaiti aid, stressing the importance of
boosting coordination and cooperation
between the two societies. — KUNA
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