
L o c a l
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2017

Temperatures to drop 
KUWAIT: The Meteorology Department said yesterday that
a Siberian High is expected to sweep into the country start-
ing today and over the weekend, bringing the temperature
down. Meteorologist Yasir Al-Bloushi said that the day's
temperatures will be between 10-12 Celsius while at night -
they might drop to below zero Celsius. Tonight's tempera-
ture will be at 2 to 3 Celsius, he pointed out. The tempera-
tures today are expected to reach 11 to 13 Celsius during
the day and 1 to 2 Celsius at night. Meanwhile, tomorrow
temperatures are expected to reach 15-17 Celsius during the
day, and 1 to 3 C at night. 

Kuwait, China boost ties
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Army's Chief of Staff Lieutenant
General Mohammad Al-Khoder yesterday discussed with
visiting Chinese Naval Commander Bai Yaoping on issues of
mutual concern. During his meeting with the commanding
officer of the Chinese Naval Force, Al-Khoder extolled bilat-
eral ties and underscored mutual eagerness for further
progress in relations, Kuwait's Army Moral and Guidance
Administration said in a statement. The meeting was attend-
ed by the Kuwaiti military's Assistant Chief of Staff for the
Planning and Operations Unit Ahmad Al-Omairi. 
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Resignation rumors 'untrue'
KUWAIT: Minister of Justice and Minister of State for
National Assembly Affairs Dr Faleh Al-Azeb refuted yes-
terday, social media rumors on the resignation of the
Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud  Al-
Sabah. "These rumors are
untrue; the matter is left to
the minister and the govern-
ment to decide," Al-Azeb
told the press at the parlia-
ment. On the matter of MPs
failing to reach the quorum
for today's special session
which was supposed to dis-
cuss the country's popula-
tion structure, the minister
pointed out that there was a lack of preparation from
the MPs part even though the government was present.
Earlier, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim
adjourned yesterday's session to due lack of quorum. 

KUWAIT: KFSD reported that a fire broke out at a building in Mirqab area, downtown Kuwait City, yesterday. After rushing to the scene, firemen discovered the blaze on a second-floor apart-
ment and the entire building clouded by smoke. The building was evacuated and special equipment was used to disperse the smoke before firemen managed to control the flames. No casual-
ties were reported. Further investigations into the cause of the fire are still in progress. — Photos by Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Olympic Council of Asia President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad
Al-Sabah of Kuwait will seek re-election to the FIFA Council after the
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) named him as one of eight candi-
dates for the four spots available for the continent. Sheikh Ahmad,
who heads the Association of National Olympic committees and is an
influential International Olympic Committee (IOC) member, currently
has a FIFA Council seat, the term of which ends in May. 

Kuwait is currently banned by both the IOC and FIFA for govern-
ment interference in the running of the national sports associations.
The FIFA Council replaced the largely discredited Executive
Committee as FIFA's decision-making body under reforms instituted
in the wake of the 2015 corruption scandal in soccer's world govern-
ing body.

The four successful candidates at May's AFC congress in Bahrain
will represent Asia on the body along with Bahraini vice president
Sheikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, also the head of the AFC, and

members from Japan and Malaysia. The four spots include one
reserved for women. "The Asian Football Confederation has received
the candidatures of eight candidates for the four places available to
the AFC on the FIFA Council," the AFC said in a statement. Australian
Moya Dodd, formerly a co-opted member of the old FIFA Executive
Committee, will take on Mahfuza Ahkter of Bangladesh, Han Un-
gyong of North Korea and Susan R. A. Shalabi of Palestine.

Chinese Football Association general secretary Zhang Jian,
Mariano V. Araneta Jr of Philippines and South Korean football chief
Chung Mong-gyu will vie with Sheikh Ahmad for the three other
seats. "The above list of candidates for the FIFA Council will be submit-
ted to the FIFA General Secretariat in order for the FIFA Review
Committee to carry out the eligibility check on each candidate," the
AFC added. Last September, the AFC extraordinary congress, called to
conduct the elections for the FIFA Council, was postponed over the
disqualification of a Qatari candidate. —  Reuters
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Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) and African Relief Organization in
Tanzania signed an agreement to fund the digging of 16 water wells in Dar El
Salaam. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
and African Relief Organization in Tanzania
signed an agreement yesterday to fund the
digging of 16 water wells in Dar El Salaam to
provide 16 schools with fresh water and to
support the initiative made by the Kuwaiti
embassy themed, "water well for each
school." In a press statement after the signing
ceremony, the Director of the African Relief
Organization, Sami Al-Azeb hailed Kuwait's
role made in the development projects in
Tanzania and Africa.

Al-Azeb said, that Kuwait always been
supporting and assisting less developed
countries in their development, expressing
his appreciation and gratitude for His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti govern-
ment and people.  Meanwhile,  Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Tanzania Jassem Al-Najem,
acknowledged the efforts made by KRCS to
help Africa cope with water scarcity and
draught. Ambassador Al-Najem stated the
importance of KRCS projects made in
Tanzania; where KRCS funds the projects and
the African Relief Organization execute it, by
digging the water wells. — KUNA
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