
BERLIN: US ski queen Lindsey Vonn admits she is conscious of reinjuring
the arm she broke last November when her quest for medals begins at next
week’s world skiing championships.  “I have not changed my racing style,
but if I were to fall, I was told I should keep my arm close to my body, if at all
possible,” Vonn told German magazine Sport Bild. “The risk of breaking the
arm again in a fall is very high. I’m ready to take the risk and have absolutely
no doubts about my decision.” Vonn walked away from a crash in Saturday’s
downhill at Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.  The 32-year-old will be
racing at the world championships in St Moritz,
Switzerland from Monday until February 19, where
she will be battling last year’s Swiss overall World
Cup winner Lara Gut for downhill gold.  “A medal in
St Moritz would be the cherry on top of the cake-the
crowning moment of my comeback and a great
achievement,” Vonn added with the women’s down-
hill race on February 12. She has had just five World
Cup races back since breaking her right arm in train-
ing last year, which followed a fractured knee in
February 2016. —AFP
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ST LOUIS: The St. Louis Blues have fired coach Ken Hitchcock.
Assistant and coach-in-waiting Mike Yeo replaced him ahead
of schedule. Yeo was supposed to succeed Hitchcock after this
season, the veteran coach’s final in St. Louis. General manager
Doug Armstrong announced the abrupt change yesterday
morning. The Blues are 24-21-5 and in eighth place in the
Western Conference. Despite being in a playoff spot through
50 games, St. Louis has lost five of six and went 5-8 in January.
The Blues lost at home to the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday night.
Hitchcock took the fall for the Blues’ underachieving season,
which had a lot to do with goaltending struggles. Goalies Jake
Allen, Carter Hutton and Pheonix Copley have combined for
an .887 save percentage, which is the worst team mark in the
NHL. The 65-year-old Hitchcock was in his sixth season as
Blues coach. They went 248-124-41 and made the playoffs in
each of his five seasons, reaching the Western Conference
final last spring. Fired by the Minnesota Wild last February, Yeo
was brought on to Hitchcock’s staff in the offseason to be his
successor beginning in 2017-18.—AP

Blues fire coach Ken 
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MOSCOW: Defensive stalwart Branislav Ivanovic ended his hugely successful
Chelsea career yesterday when he signed for Zenit Saint Petersburg for an
undisclosed fee. The 32-year-old Serbian has signed a two-and-a-half-year con-
tract with an option of another year. “I had a strong desire to return to Russia,”
Ivanovic, who scored five goals in 54 matches for Lokomotiv Moscow in 2006-

07 before joining Chelsea in 2008, told the Zenit website. “I feel
high motivation and a desire to continue playing at the high-

est level.”  Ivanovic won two Premier League titles, one
Champions League, one Europa League, three FA Cups and
one League Cup during his spell at Chelsea. He is one of only
five foreign players-along with Didier Drogba, John Obi
Mikel, Petr Cech and Gianfranco Zola-to reach the 300-game
landmark for the Blues. Chelsea tweeted that Ivanovic, who

has 82 caps and is captain of Serbia, was “a true
Chelsea legend”. Zenit are second in the Russian
Premier League, five points off leaders Spartak

Moscow.  The Russian league is on a three-month
winter break and will resume in March. — AFP
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Vonn ready for 
risks in gold hunt

Kuwaiti shooters continue their
supremacy in Amir’s Grand Prix

by Abdellatif Sharaa,

KUWAIT: Kuwait shooters continued their domi-
nance of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Sixth Grand Prix. Kuwait
increased its chance of gold medals with the
women’s skeet team event, while Qatar was sec-
ond and Bahrain third.

In the 10 meter air pistol, Saudi team took the
gold and silver medal and Jordan took bronze. In
the singles event Saudi shooter Atta Al-Enezi

won the gold medal with the score of 197.5
while his teammate Safar Al-Dousary took silver
with the score of 196.8 and Tunisian Alaa bin Ali
the bronze.

Bahraini shooter Mariam Hassani won the
gold medal in the women’s individual skeet
event and she was seconded by Kuwait’s Eman
Al-Shamma and Qatar’s Reem Al-Sharshari end-
ed with bronze. 

Competitions will conclude today with the
double trap event and 50 meter prone position

competition for men and those are expected to
be the strongest and will see a strong fight for
the gold.

Kuwait continued to top the medal table with
14 medals (6 gold, 3 silver, 5 bronze), Saudi
Arabia in second place with 7 medals (4 gold, 2
silver, 1 bronze). Qatar third with 7 medals (1
gold, 5 silver, 2 bronze. Bahrain fourth with 5
medals (3 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze) Egypt and
Morocco fifth with one gold each. Lebanon sixth
with 2 silver, Oman seventh with 2 silver and
four bronze. Iraq 8th with 1 silver. Jordan, Tunis
and UAE ninth with 1 bronze.

Kuwaiti Shooter Afrah bin Hussein said she
received support from Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club besides providing all requirements were a
major reason for her winning the gold medal.
She said the training team played an important
role in working with her and correcting her
approach. She said HH the Amir Grand Prix has
become an annual event of good repute all over
the world with the participation of outstanding
shooters.

President of Iraq’s Shooting Federation Zahid
Nouri said HH the Amir Grand Prix is an event for
all Arabs, as its continued success at world level
both technically and at the organizational level.

Moroccan shooter Yasmeen bint Abdelaziz
said she was happy to participate in HH the Amir
Grand Prix adding that the competition is so
strong and enjoyable as world best shooters
participate.


