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MOSUL: Business is booming for Mosul car repair
shop owner Khaled Younes, a sign of the havoc
wreaked on the Iraqi city that has become the
focus for the international war on Islamic State.
Suicide bombers, improvised explosive devices,
mortar attacks and airstrikes have wiped out
everything in their path, including parked cars,
and pulverized much of the northern city that
was once a bustling trade hub. 

The twisted metal wreckage of vehicles can be
seen on many streets. “Business is great. It is up by
50 percent,” said Younes, instructing workers to
attend to customers as he frantically glued
together the windshield of a vehicle damaged by
a mortar bomb. He and fellow car repair business
owners are just about the only people turning a
profit as US-backed Iraqi forces press ahead with
an offensive to drive Islamic State out of their last
urban stronghold in Iraq.

Mosul’s public transportation has been devas-
tated by months of fighting. The mechanics are
struggling to keep up with a growing number of
customers who desperately need their cars to get
to work and bring home food and other provi-
sions. Demand is set to rise further. So far, Iraqi
forces have cleared Islamic State out of eastern
Mosul. The next phase of the operation - attack-
ing western Mosul - is bound to bring in even
more destruction. Mosul is the largest city held by
the jihadists and could prove pivotal to the fate of
it self-declared caliphate of land of seized in Iraq
and Syria.

Iraqi military officials say the militants will put
up a ferocious fight to preserve their hold on the
city. That means more suicide bombs, car bombs
and mortar and rocket attacks. The widespread
damage to cars in Mosul speak volumes about
the intensity of battles over the last three months.
Islamic State car bombs often wreck other vehi-
cles parked along streets. US-led airstrikes cleave
rooftops, sending heavy pieces of cement crash-
ing down on cars. Mortar attacks fire shrapnel at
great speed across streets - it tears through every-
thing in its path, often killing or maiming people.

Families need cars
Several car repair shops are located along a

grimy, dusty lane on the eastern outskirts of
Mosul, overlooking a potholed highway. They
have been there for decades. Some businesses
there were closed after Islamic State swept into
Mosul in 2014, largely unopposed by the army.
Others went bust or were subject to the whims of
the militants, who often imposed new taxes to
fund their war against Baghdad. For those shops
that remain open, profits have never been so
hefty. One rickety truck arrived with about a
dozen bullet holes in its windshield, probably the
work of one of the many Islamic State snipers

posted around the city.
The cost of vital repairs can hammer families’

finances, especially at a time when many people
are unemployed and waiting for the local econo-
my to recover while the government struggles to
find funding for reconstruction. “A rocket hit my
house and part of the house landed on my car,”
said Raghid Mohamed, a 35-year-old teacher,
referring to his battered 1990 Mazda. Beside him,
market trader Nizzar Jassem, 50, said it would cost
him 600,000 Iraqi dinars ($500) to fix his car, dam-
aged by a piece of rubble that crashed on it after
an airstrike, while his monthly income is only
200,000 dinars. — Reuters

AMONA: Israeli police began evicting dozens of
hardline Jewish settlers from a wildcat outpost yes-
terday, just hours after unveiling plans for 3,000
new homes in other West Bank settlements.
Hundreds of officers marched into the Amona out-
post near Ramallah to carry out the evictions
ordered by the High Court after it determined the
homes were built on private Palestinian land.

It marked the end of months of attempts by
government hardliners to legalise the outpost, and
the announcement of the new homes elsewhere in
the occupied Palestinian territory was widely seen
as a sop to their supporters.  There had been fears
of violence after hundreds of hardline sympathiz-
ers of the settlers slipped past army roadblocks on
foot and lit tyres around the outpost. Some threw
stones at the media as residents started packing
their belongings, an AFP correspondent reported.

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld told AFP
there were around 3,000 officers in and around
Amona to move the 42 families, “and hopefully
people will evacuate the area peacefully and quiet-
ly.” He estimated that another 600 people who
were not from the outpost had arrived for the evic-
tion. “We’re hoping that things will go relatively
calmly and quietly. We’re ready to respond if neces-

sary to any violence,” he said.
Youths confronted the forces with chants such

as “How will you feel tomorrow after you evacuate
a Jew from his home?” and “Today it’s me, tomor-
row it will be you,” as police began evacuating
them from the area.  Earlier, some women holding
children left their homes, as youths barricaded
themselves inside. Teenage girls wrote slogans
about their right to the land of Israel on the walls
of the caravan homes, soon to be demolished.

Protesters said that they would not leave will-
ingly but that they would not resort to violence
against the police. “We won’t be going, they’ll have
to take us,” Amona resident Rivka Lafair, 19 said.
Far-right lawmaker Moti Yogev, whose Jewish
Home party is part of Israel’s governing coalition,
joined the settlers in a show of solidarity.  He said
that the demolition of the outpost was “a bad deci-
sion” but that the new homes announced by the
defense ministry late on Tuesday were some com-
pensation. “Yes, Amona will be destroyed, but
against Amona we are going to build 3,000 new
homes,” he said.  The former US administration of
Barack Obama despaired of Israel’s accelerating
settlement expansion which it regarded as the
biggest obstacle to Middle East peace. — AFP 

Israel evicts settlers from West Bank outpost

TEHRAN: Iran confirmed yesterday
that it had tested a ballistic missile, but
denied that was a breach of its 2015
nuclear deal with world powers. The
comments from Defense Minister
Hossein Dehghan came after the UN
Security Council met Tuesday to dis-
cuss the weekend test, which
Washington described as “absolutely
unacceptable”. “The action was in line
with boosting Iran’s defense power
and is not in contradiction with the
JCPOA (the nuclear deal) or Resolution
2231,” Dehghan said.

He was referring to a UN Security
Council resolution that bans Iran from
developing missiles that can carry
nuclear warheads. “This test was in line
with our ongoing programs,” Iranian
media quoted him as saying. “We have
previously announced that we will exe-
cute the programs we have planned in
production of defense equipment
meant for our national interests and
objectives. Nobody can influence our
decision. “We will not allow foreigners
to interfere in our defense affairs.”

Iran’s ballistic missile program has
been a bone of contention with the
West since the nuclear deal took effect
in January last year, triggering the lift-
ing of international sanctions. Iran says
its missiles do not breach United
Nations resolutions because they are
for defense purposes only and are not
designed to carry nuclear warheads. It
has missiles with a range of up to 2,000
kilometers, sufficient to reach Israel as
well as US bases in the region.   

‘Not naive’
US ambassador Nikki Haley told

Tuesday’s Security Council meeting
that Washington would not stand idly
by while Tehran pursued its missile

program. “The United States is not
naive. We are not going to stand by.
You will see us call them out,” she said.
Tehran warned Washington against
using the issue to fuel tensions. “We
hope that Iran’s defense program is not
used by the new US administration... as
a pretext to create new tensions,”
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif said ahead of the meeting.

The row comes against a backdrop
of already strained relations between
Washington and Tehran over US
President Donald Trump’s travel ban on
citizens from Iran and six other
Muslim-majority countries. Some 220
Iranian lawmakers signed a motion
yesterday endorsing the boosting of
Iran’s defense capabilities, the Fars
news agency reported. “The Islamic
Republic of Iran’s only way to deter the
enemy’s aggression is its missile pow-
er,” the motion said, calling the pro-
gram “an unavoidable necessity” for
protecting national security. The
European Union, which helped broker
the nuclear deal, had appealed to
Tehran to refrain from activities such as
the missile tests, “which deepen mis-
trust.”

Visiting French top diplomat Jean-
Marc Ayrault said Tuesday he had
made clear to Zarif his disquiet over
the missile tests, calling them “contrary
to the spirit” of the Security Council
resolution. Britain also said the test was
“inconsistent” with UN resolutions, but
stopped short of calling it a violation.
But Moscow, which is fighting along-
side Tehran’s forces in Syria, leapt to its
ally’s defense. Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov said Iran’s missile test
did not breach Resolution 2231 and
accused Washington of “heating up the
situation.” —AFP 

Iran confirms missile test, 
denies breach of nuke deal‘Profits of doom’

Mosul mechanics swamped as bombs shatter city

KHAZIR: A displaced Iraqi woman, who fled the violence around the northern Iraqi city of
Mosul, sits inside a trolley as she waits to receive food aid at the Al-Khazer refugee camp
some 40 kilometers east of Arbil. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Forces loyal to President Bashar Al-
Assad have dealt another blow to the faltering
Syrian rebel movement, regaining control of a
strategic area near Damascus at the weekend.
The capture of the Wadi Barada area is another
setback for rebels after the loss of the second city
of Aleppo in December, the biggest blow to the
opposition since the conflict began with anti-
government protests in March 2011.  

What happened in Wadi Barada?
Syrian government forces took back Wadi

Barada outside Damascus on Sunday after a deal
that saw hundreds of rebels leave for opposition-
held Idlib province in northern Syria. Wadi Barada
is the main source of water for the capital, and
the government accused rebels of deliberately
cutting off supplies since December 22, leaving
5.5 million people without water. Rebels said
government strikes had damaged pumping
infrastructure.  But they eventually agreed a deal
that saw 700 rebels and 1,400 civilians leave Wadi
Barada for Idlib, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights. The government
has struck similar so-called reconciliation deals in
at least six other areas around the capital in

recent months. ”The rebel movement has defini-
tively lost Damascus,” said Fabrice Balanche, an
analyst at the Washington Institute for Near East
Policy. He said that Syria’s army and allied militia-
like Lebanese movement Hezbollah-have
methodically chipped away at rebel-held towns
around the capital since 2013. “The most rational
rebels are seeking a way to negotiate an amnesty
with the Syrian government. For others, their
only hope is to be moved to Idlib,” Balanche said.  

Where does this leave rebels? 
Nearly six years since Syria’s uprising broke

out, many of the opposition movement’s most
important gains have been rolled back. They
have lost much of the territory they had captured
around Damascus, and suffered their biggest
defeat yet in December when government forces
took full control of Aleppo. Rebels now hold just
13 percent of Syrian territory, according to
Balanche, including the province of Idlib where
former Al-Qaeda affiliate Fateh Al-Sham Front
holds sway. Elsewhere, the armed opposition
holds part of the Eastern Ghouta region near
Damascus and some territory in central and
southern Syria.  “In 2013, rebels’ repeated attacks

threatened central Damascus and the lines of
communication towards the outside,” Balanche
said. “But today, they are on the defensive, divid-
ed, encircled and without hope of victory,” he
said. Assad’s regime had essentially won a war of
attrition, Balanche said, “counting on being able
to wear down communities bombarded,
besieged, and at the mercy of rebel groups”. “It
took more than four years, but the regime can
consider itself victorious, even if it faces pockets
of resistance.”

What is happening in Idlib?
Northwest Idlib province, which borders

Turkey, is the main remaining bastion for Syria’s
weakened opposition fighters. But the province
has been rocked by opposition infighting for
more than a week, as Fateh al-Sham Front bat-
tles former rebel allies. Aymenn Al-Tamimi, an
expert in jihadist movements, has said the fight-
ing could escalate to an existential war that
Fateh al-Sham would not be willing to lose.
Some rebels have sided with Fateh Al-Sham,
while others have supported the powerful Ahrar
Al-Sham, once a key ally of the former Al-Qaeda
affiliate. — AFP

After setbacks, where do Syria rebels stand?

ALEPPO: United Nations (UN) High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi (right) visits the old city of the northern Syrian city of Aleppo
yesterday. — AFP 

AMONA: Hardline Jewish settlers, supporters of the Amona outpost, northeast of Ramallah, are
moved away by Israeli security forces at the wildcat settlement, in line with a High Court ruling that
determined the homes were built on private Palestinian land. — AFP 


