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Penelope Cruz, Hugh Jackman, Catherine Deneuve,
Richard Gere and Robert Pattinson are among the
high-wattage stars  due on the red carpet  at

February's Berlin film festival, organizers said yesterday as
they unveiled the line-up. The 67th Berlinale is the first
major cinema showcase in Europe each year and presents
nearly 400 productions from around the world.  The 11-day
event will kick off in the German capital February 9 with
the world premiere of the French biopic "Django" about
Gypsy-jazz great Django Reinhardt and his family's perse-
cution in Nazi-occupied Paris.

Eighteen films will vie for the Golden Bear top prize, which
last year went to harrowing Italian refugee documentary "Fire
at Sea" from a jury led by Meryl Streep. This year Dutch direc-

tor Paul Verhoeven ("Basic Instinct", "Elle") will lead the seven-
member jury including US actress Maggie Gyllenhaal, Danish-
Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson and Mexican actor and director
Diego Luna ("Rogue One: A Star Wars Story"). 

Berlinale chief Dieter Kosslick told reporters that the event,
known as the most politically minded of Europe's top festivals,
would shine a light on what he called dark times in the West.
"The program we have put together features films that deal
with themes of courage and confidence and do it with a
whole lot of humor," he said.  "You never know what is going
to be happening in the world when you start assembling the
line-up but it's as if the filmmakers were able to look into the
future and see current developments. But despite all the tur-
moil in the world, it's an upbeat program."

Veterans and popcorn fare 
In keeping with its long post-war tradition, the festival will

mix arthouse cinema from European veterans including
Poland's Agnieszka Holland ("Europa Europa"), Britain's Sally
Potter, Germany's Volker Schloendorff, previous Golden Bear
winner Calin Peter Netzer of Romania and Aki Kaurismaki of
Finland with popcorn fare. The latest Wolverine installment of
the X-Men superhero series "Logan" starring Jackman, Patrick
Stewart and Richard E. Grant will have its world premiere in
Berlin and "T2: Trainspotting", the sequel to the drug-fuelled
Scottish cult classic will get a gala screening.

Potter ("Orlando"), one of four women directors in compe-
tition, has pulled together a cast including Patricia Clarkson,
Bruno Ganz, Kristin Scott Thomas and Timothy Spall for the

comedy "The Party" set in a house in present-day London.
Gere stars with Steve Coogan, Laura Linney, Rebecca Hall and
Chloe Sevigny in the thriller "The Dinner" by US director Oren
Moverman ("Love & Mercy"), an adaptation of the Dutch novel
by Herman Koch.

Cruz joins Mandy Patinkin ("Homeland") in the Spanish
production "The Queen of Spain" set in the 1950s under
Franco, screening in the Berlinale Special sidebar section.
French production "The Midwife" by Martin Provost stars
Deneuve as the mysterious former mistress of the title charac-
ter's father. And Pattinson is due in Berlin for a screening of
James Gray's "The Lost City of Z" an adaptation of a bestseller
by David Grann of the New Yorker. — AFP

Berlinale Director Dieter Kosslick shows festival's mer-
chandise during a press conference prior to the 67th
Berlinale film festival in Berlin. — AFP photos

Berlinale Director Dieter Kosslick (center) speaks during a press conference prior to the 67th Berlinale film festival in Berlin.

Star-packed Berlin film fest promises laughs in dark times

Actress Emma Watson twirls on the dancefloor as
heroine Belle in Disney's latest glimpse of its upcom-
ing live-action remake of "Beauty and the Beast", the

romantic fantasy film's final trailer ahead of its March
release. "The Harry Potter" star joins "Downton Abbey"
actor Dan Stevens, who plays the Beast, as well as Ewan
McGregor, Emma Thompson and Stanley Tucci in the film, a
remake of Disney's popular 1991 animated movie.

The trailer, released yesterday, follows Belle as she is

imprisoned by a beast in his large castle. She meets and
becomes friends with its staff members, such as Lumiere
the candelabra, voiced by McGregor, and gradually warms
to the beast. In a nod to a key scene in the animated movie,
Belle and the Beast are seen dancing together in the trailer,
which also features the film's titular song. "Beauty and the
Beast" hits cinemas worldwide from March 15. — Reuters

Fourteen years after their last onscreen
pairing as mentor and Neo in the Matrix
trilogy, Keanu Reeves and Laurence

Fishburne have reunited in "John Wick Chapter
2", and Reeves is especially excited about the
prospect. The sequel to 2014's "John Wick" fol-
lows the legendary hitman of the title, who is
once again forced out of retirement upon dis-
covering a large bounty has been put on his
head after he returns to the criminal under-
world to repay a blood oath.

"What's the best bit? How about I'll just
say that in the big picture of it, that that
could actually happen, the chance to work
with Laurence Fishburne again, to get to
play John Wick again," Reeves said at the
film's premiere on Monday night. Italian
actor Riccardo Scamarcio, who plays a villain
in the movie, joked about having spent a
lifetime in preparation.

"As an actor, I'm training myself to die
since I was five," he said. "Finally I have the
possibility to do this in a big American movie,
so it's a very important target." At the pre-
miere, director Chad Stahelski spoke about
already being on the lookout for ideas for a
third movie in the franchise, saying, "We have
a stack of notebooks for the third one, and
we're currently raking through them to pull
out the best ideas and where the story can
go." "John Wick Chapter 2" hits theaters on
February 10. — Reuters

The Weeknd set to
perform with Daft
Punk at Grammys

The Weeknd will team up with Daft Punk for a perform-
ance at the Grammy Awards. The collaboration between
the singer and the electronic music duo is one of a num-

ber of  pairings announced yesterday. Anderson .Paak will take
the stage with A Tribe Called Quest and Dave Grohl. Maren
Morris is set to perform with Alicia Keys. 

The Grammys previously announced that Adele, John
Legend, Bruno Mars, Metallica, Carrie Underwood and Keith
Urban would perform. James Corden of the "Late Late Show"
will host the Feb 12 ceremony on CBS. The Grammys will be
presented at the Staples Center in Los Angeles. — AP
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In this Feb 28, 2016 file photo, The Weeknd arrives at the
Oscars in Los Angeles.-AP

Laurence Fishburne, left, and Keanu Reeves, cast members in "John Wick:
Chapter 2," pose together at the premiere of the film at ArcLight Cinemas
on Monday in Los Angeles. — AP

The 35th edition of the Fajr Film Festival

Actors, actresses and the crew from the movie "Another House" by director Behnoosh Sadeghi pose for a photo as they arrive for a screening
during the 35th edition of the Fajr Film Festival at Milad Tower in Tehran. — AFP photos

Iranian actor Sara Bahrami poses
for a photo as she arrives for a
screening during the 35th edi-
tion of the Fajr Film Festival. Iranian actress Diba Zahedi Iranian actress Mahtab Keramati

Iranian actress Shaghayegh
Farahani poses for a photo as she
arrives for a screening.

Ben Affleck is no longer directing
the Batman standalone movie for
Warner Bros in a statement

Monday, Affleck said it "has become clear
that I cannot do both jobs to the level
they require" and that he and the studio
are looking for a new director. "There are
certain characters who hold a special
place in the hearts of millions," Affleck
said in the statement. "Performing this
role demands focus, passion and the
very best performance I can give."

Affleck made his debut as the super-
hero for the studio last summer in
"Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice,"
and he had been attached to write and
direct the Batman standalone movie for
about a year. He attended Comic-Con
this summer with his fellow DC Universe
directors, like "Wonder Woman's" Patty
Jenk ins,  "Just ice  League's"  Zack
Snyder, and Rick Famuyiwa, who this
past  fa l l  a lso  stepped away f rom
directing "The Flash." The studio in a
statement said that it "fully supports"
his decision and "remains committed
to working with him to bring a stand-
alone Batman picture to life."

Warner Bros and Affleck have had a
longstanding relationship. This past fall
alone, Affleck made a cameo as
Batman/Bruce Wayne in "Suicide Squad,"
starred in "The Accountant," and wrote,
directed and starred in the period drama
"Live by Night." Speaking to The
Associated Press in December , Affleck
said he was taking his time with the
script for Batman, which he called an
"exhilarating" challenge, "like jumping
out of an airplane." Warner Bros has had a
rocky start kicking off its expanded uni-
verse of DC Comics films. Both "Batman v

Superman" and "Suicide Squad" were
savaged by critics, but they still managed
to be decently profitable.

Affleck will appear next as Batman in
"Justice League," which comes out on
Nov 17. The Batman standalone doesn't
yet have an official title or release date,
but it was tentatively pegged for 2018. "I
am still in this, and we are making it,"
Affleck's statement continued. "I remain
extremely committed to this project, and
look forward to bringing this to life for
fans around the world." — AP

Ben Affleck is not directing Batman, 
but will produce, star

In this file photo, Ben Affleck arrives at
the world premiere of “The Accountant”
at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Los
Angeles. — AP


