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MUMBAI:  The first woman to hold a top
post at India’s powerful and immensely
wealthy cricket board vowed yesterday
to put the scandal-plagued body’s house
in order.

Former India captain Diana Edulji was
appointed Monday to a four-member
team tasked by India’s Supreme Court to
oversee the running of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

“The first step we have to take is to
get the house in order,” Edulji,  who
played 20 Tests and 34 one-day interna-
tionals for India between 1976 and 1993,

told AFP outside her home in Mumbai.
“Let’s hope we can bring justice and

bring BCCI back to its glorious days,”
added the 61-year-old, saying it was
time for Indian cricket to “look ahead”
after years of turmoil.

The Supreme Court’s appointment of
the panel, headed by former govern-
ment auditor Vinod Rai, was the latest
development in its BCCI shakeup.  The
board has been embroiled in a series of
scandals, including accusations of cor-
ruption in the Indian Premier League
(IPL) and a betting scandal involving an

IPL team linked to its former head
Narayanaswami Srinivasan.  Charges of
corruption and nepotism dented the
BCCI’s image in recent times, leading
many activists to urge India’s top court
to intervene to reform the privately-run
organiation. 

The Supreme Court earlier this month
sacked the BCCI’s two most senior offi-
cials for failing to implement reforms
aimed at improving governance and
transparency.

Edulji, who joins prominent historian
Ramachandra Guha, Mumbai-based

banker Vikram Limaye as well as Rai, on
the new administrative body, said it was
unclear how long the four would be in
place. “Until we get the house in order,
BCCI elections are done and everything
(with) the state associations. Until the
orders of the Supreme Court are imple-
mented then only we will know.”

Their exact titles were expected to
become clear when the group meets for
the first time in Mumbai yesterday.

Edulji added it was a “great honour”
to be selected but that she was “a bit sur-
prised” to be the only cricketer in the

group, pledging to work hard to improve
all aspects of the game.

The Parsi is one of India’s most-deco-
rated women cricketers. As a left-arm
orthodox bowler she collected 63 wick-
ets in Tests and 46 in ODIs during an
illustrious career.

Edulji said one of her focuses would
be on growing the women’s game. “I
hope I can bring something that
women’s cricket can progress definitely,
popularise the game, play more cricket
and have a lot more international expo-
sure,” she said. —AFP

Edulji vows to put BCCI’s scandal-plagued body’s house in order

LIBREVILLE: Burkina Faso’s midfielder Alain Traore (L) and Burkina Faso’s defender Steeve Yago attend a training session in Libreville yesterday
on the eve of their semi-final against Egypt during the 2017 Africa Cup of Nations football tournament in Gabon. — AFP 

Egypt seek another 
semi-final triumph

LIBREVILLE: Weariness will worry Egypt as they
seek to extend an Africa Cup of Nations semi-
finals winning streak to six matches by beating
Burkina Faso in Libreville today.  Surprise sur-
vivors Burkina Faso overcame Tunisia in the first
quarter-final last Saturday evening, more than
24 hours before Egypt edged Morocco in the
last. Many pundits believe this could give the
west Africans an advantage at Stade de l’Amitie
in the Gabonese capital, especially if the match
went to extra time.

Argentina-born Egypt coach Hector Cuper
admitted he was concerned about the shorter
recovery time his team have compared to
Burkina Faso.  “It is not an ideal situation, but we
have no choice but to adapt,” said the greying
61-year-old former Valencia and Inter Millan
manager.  “The players will be given time to
rehabilitate and hopefully they will be ready
come Wednesday night.” 

A calf injury rules out Arsenal midfielder
Mohamed Elneny and striker Marwan Mohsen is
a doubtful starter owing to a knee problem.
Despite the disadvantages, record seven-time
African champions Egypt will be expected to
continue a remarkably successful semi-finals run
spanning 31 years.

The Pharaohs eliminated Morocco (1986),
Burkina Faso (1998), Senegal (2006), the Ivory
Coast (2008) and Algeria (2010) to reach finals,
all of which they won.

Egypt have reserved some of their finest per-
formances for the last-four stage, thrashing
Didier Drogba-led Ivory Coast 4-1 in Ghana and
Algeria 4-0 in Angola.

A wide winning margin against the Burkinabe
Stallions is unlikely, however, as Egypt have
clawed rather than cruised past opponents in
Gabon.  Following a 0-0 draw with Mali, they
achieved three consecutive 1-0 victories against
Uganda, 2015 runners-up Ghana and Herve
Renard-coached Morocco.

ROCK SOLID DEFENCE 
While scoring only three goals-an average of

one every 120 minutes-must trouble Cuper, his
team are the only one not to concede a goal in
this tournament.

Much credit for that goes to goalkeeper
Essam El Hadary, who turned 44 this month and
became the oldest footballer to play at a Cup of
Nations.  “He is first on to the training field and
the last to leave,” said Cuper in admiration of an
Egyptian chasing a fifth Cup of Nations winners’
medal.  El Hadary was part of the squad that
went to Burkina Faso 19 years ago, and beat the
hosts 2-0 in the semi-finals en route to lifting the
trophy.  Morocco did give the veteran shot-stop-
per moments of severe anxiety from crosses-a
fact that will  not have gone unnoticed by
Burkina Faso coach Paulo Duarte.

Given the outstanding semi-finals record of
Egypt, the Portuguese handler studiously avoid-
ed making any gung-ho predictions.  “We dream
of doing better than in 2013,” he said, referring
to the 1-0 final defeat by Nigeria in South Africa
after a giant-killing run.  “My team is capable of
producing fantastic football. There is quality and
confidence among the boys.”

Like Egypt, Burkina Faso enter the semi-finals
boasting an unbeaten record after victories over
Guinea-Bissau and Tunisia and draws against

Cameroon and Gabon.
Goalkeeper Herve Koffi, 24 years younger

than El Hadary, has conceded two goals, but
none from open play.   

Cameroon captain Benjamin Moukandjo beat
him with a free-kick and 2015 African Footballer
of the Year and Gabon captain Pierre-Emerick

Aubameyang converted a penalty. In front of
Koffi, Burkina Faso have an experienced ‘spine’ in
Bakary Kone, captain Charles Kabore, Prejuce
Nakoulma and supersub Aristide Bance.
Cameroon and Ghana, both four-time African
champions, meet tomorrow in the second semi-
final in southeastern city Franceville. — AFP

GABON: Egypt’s Argentinian coach Hector Raul Cuper holds a press conference in Libreville
yesterday, on the eve of their semi-final football match against Burkina Faso during the 2017
Africa Cup of Nations football tournament in Gabon.  — AFP 

KINSHASA:  They may be out of the tour-
nament, but the Democratic Republic of
Congo’s footballers will be forever remem-
bered by Africa Cup of Nations fans for
their dance moves on the pitch.  DR Congo
players danced the “Fimbu” seven times at
the CAN 2017 tournament in Gabon-once
for each goal scored-as their supporters in
the stands cheered with delight.

After each goal, the players would gath-
er side by side, hold their left arm up and
wave their right as they moved down the
pitch in unison.  The move is based on a
much more elaborate dance accompanying
the Congolese pop hit “Fimbu” by Felix
Wazeka, which in a light-hearted music
video with over half a million views on
YouTube is performed by dozens of men
and women in colourful dress.

“Everything about this dance is easy,”
singer Wazekwa told AFP.  “But what it
expresses is huge. It’s the fact that we won,
and that we’re looking for the best way to
celebrate our goals.” DR Congo’s music is
already known worldwide for its upbeat
tunes-with superstar “rumba king” Papa
Wemba leading the Kinshasa music scene
for four decades until he died last year.

In the Lingala language, the word “fim-
bu” refers to a type of whip that was once a
symbol of Belgian colonial violence in the
vast central African nation and is still used
in many schools and homes, despite a ban
on corporal punishment.

Despite the dark overtones, football
stars and fans say the “Fimbu” dance is all
about fun. “The idea (behind the dance)

was never to mock the opponent or to go
against the spirit of sportsmanship or fair
play,” said Kabulo Mwana Kabulo, director
of sports at DR Congo’s national radio and
television service.  “The goal is to entertain
the audience, it’s just a way to express joy,”
he said. Neeskens Kebano, the squad’s
number 10, is a little more provocative.  “It
means ‘whip’-and quite simply, it’s about
whipping our opponents,” he said.

The dance seems to be spreading
around the world, with French player Blaise
Matuidi of Paris Saint Germain and Cedric
Bakambu, who plays for Spain’s Villareal,
doing the “Fimbu” to celebrate their goals.

WORLD CUP DREAMS 
Congolese players first danced the

“Fimbu” in 2016, during the African Nations
Championship in Rwanda.

Far from being favourites, they surprised
their fans by defeating Ethiopia 3-0 at the
opening game.  Winning one match after
another, they ended up bringing the tro-
phy back home to euphoric supporters in
DR Congo.

This time, the team-nicknamed the
Leopards-has fared worse, eliminated on
Sunday by Ghana in the quarter finals.  But
rather than mourn their loss, fans are
already looking forward to the next big
challenge: the 2018 World Cup in Russia.
And just for the occasion, Wazekwa is work-
ing with rappers Maitre Gims and
Youssoupha on a new version of the dance.
“My goal is for the ‘Fimbu’ to be danced at
the World Cup,” Wazekwa said. —AFP

All Premier League clubs 
linked to sex abuse probe

LONDON: Allegations of historical sex
abuse have been made involving all five
London clubs in the Premier League, the
capital city’s Metropolitan Police Service
announced on Monday.  The five clubs
swept up in the scandal that has rocked
English football since former Crewe
Alexandra youth player Andy Woodward
went public in November last year are
Arsenal, Chelsea, Tottenham Hotspur,
Crystal Palace and West Ham.  Some of the
claims go as far back as the 1960s.  The
Met’s figures mean the number of Premier
League clubs who have been connected
with the investigation has risen by one
from last month when the global English
figure given out by the National Police
Chiefs Council (NPCC) said there were four.   

In all  the Met said the allegations
involved 77 London-based clubs-three in
the second tier Championship and three in
League One and League Two-and have
received 255 allegations of sex abuse.   

“On 8 December 2016, the Metropolitan
Police Service confirmed it had launched
an investigation into allegations of non-
recent sexual abuse at football clubs in
London,” read their statement.

“As of Monday, 30 January, the inves-
tigative team, with off icers from the
Sexual Offences, Exploitation and Child
Abuse Command, have received 255 sepa-
rate allegations. 

“The allegations are connected with
individuals at 77 named clubs or teams.
“The breakdown for those clubs is: Five in
the Premiership; Three against
Championship clubs; Three against clubs in
Leagues One and Two; and there have also
been 66 other named clubs which would
include non-league or non-professional or
amateur teams.”

Detective Chief Superintendent Ivan
Balhatchet of the Sexual Offences,
Exploitation and Child Abuse Command,

said that each and every one of the allega-
tions will be looked into but the Met would
not be supplying a running commentary
on the investigations or how many allega-
tions have been made against a particular
club. “The Met take all allegations seriously,
and specialist officers will work through the
information passed to them,” he said.
Overall the number of football clubs who
have been brought up in the enquiry stood
at 248 according to the figures released by
the NPCC earlier this month.

The NPCC were at pains to point out
that does not mean they are under investi-
gation but have been ‘referenced when
information is submitted’.  The number of
alleged victims stands at 526 with the
youngest aged four and 97 percent of them
are male-there are 184 potential suspects
who have been identified.

Not all the alleged victims or perpetra-
tors come from football with 10 other
sports implicated including rugby, gymnas-
tics, the martial arts and athletics.

The scandal blew up last November
when Woodward went public over the
abuse he had suffered at the hands of a
convicted child molester at Crewe
Alexandra.  Other ex-professional players
have since gone public with several com-
ing from Chelsea-in an era well before pres-
ent owner Russian oligarch Roman
Abramovich bought the club-claiming to
have been abused by scout Eddie Heath in
the 1970s.

Heath, who had similar allegations lev-
elled at him from former youth players at
another London club Charlton Athletic
where he went after he was sacked by
Chelsea in 1979 although not for sexual
impropriety, cannot defend himself as he
died in 1983 aged 54. Chelsea have
launched an internal investigation over the
slew of allegations of historic abuse made
by former players. — AFP

Congo’s footballers 
leave mark at CAN

MARSEILLE: Olympique de Marseille’s new French defender Gregory Sertic (c) poses
with his jersey flanked by Marseille’s sporting director Andoni Zubizarreta (l) and
Marseille’s L1 football club President Jacques-Henri Eyraud, during a press conference
yesterday at Robert-Louis Dreyfus training center in Marseille, southern France. — AFP 

GLASGOW:  Celtic manager Brendan Rodgers
has told Leigh Griffiths he must work harder if
he is to force his way back into his plans for
the rest of the season.

Last season the Scottish striker seemingly
could do no wrong as his 40 goals for the
Hoops propelled the Glasgow giants to the
Scottish Premiership title and helped him
claim a trio of player of the year awards.

But the 26-year-old has found life tougher
since the arrival of Rodgers in the summer and
has started just 10 league matches with the
Hoops manager favouring French forward
Moussa Dembele in the lone striker role.

Griffiths missed Sunday’s 4-0 win over
Hearts with a calf injury and his manager, who
is preparing his side for the visit of Aberdeen
today, said the former Wolves striker needs to
put in some hard graft at training to improve
his fitness. “What I’ve said to him is about mak-
ing sure the talent is a working talent,”
Rodgers said. “Because talent’s not good
enough on its own. “You have to work at it -
and it’s a cycle. It’s one where, when he’s play-
ing and fit, Leigh’s very good but can still work
harder in training. “The problem is if you’re not
getting the games and then if you’re not quite

on it in training then you’re losing fitness.
“But then the moment you’re asked to

come in and get up to speed in a real high-
tempo, intense game, the moments that are
there for you to risk injury are far greater.

“You have to work tirelessly every day or
unfortunately you’ll get left behind.”

Despite his form last season Griffiths was
warned by then boss Ronny Deila that he
would have to become a 24-hour athlete to
succeed in his career at Celtic.

And Rodgers, who has led his side to the
League Cup and 22 points clear at the top of
the Scottish Premiership following a record-
breaking 27 match unbeaten run, echoed that
sentiment. “It’s a difficult period for him with
that injury,” the Celtic manager said. “But the
only way you can overcome that is by working
24 hours a day for your profession, for your
life. “He’s a good kid, a great boy, but he
understands where he’s at. We all know the
talent, but it won’t be good enough on its
own. “We speak a lot and it’s not easy because
he hasn’t played maybe as much as he did last
year. The reasons are simple for that.

“He’s a player I really admire, a player we
really want to have here.—AFP

Griffiths needs to fight 
for Celtic place: Rodgers


