
LONDON: Leicester’s unsettled striker Leonardo Ulloa has
threatened to go on strike to force a deadline transfer
yesterday. Ulloa handed in a transfer request two weeks
ago but the Premier League champions have reportedly
rejected a bid from Spanish club Alaves because manager
Claudio Ranieri would prefer to keep him. The 30-year-old
Ulloa posted on his Twitter account: “With all respect for
LCFC FANS. I feel betrayed by Ranieri and let down by the
club. “I will not play again for them...” Ulloa is dis-
gruntled after starting just once in the Premier
League this season and he has not been offered a
new deal after helping the Foxes win the title last
season. The Argentine added on Sky Sports
News: “I can’t understand the situation or why
they don’t let me continue playing my football
somewhere else. “If I stay at the club it’s going
to affect seriously my career and my future. The
best thing for both parties is that they sell me
to another club.” —AFP
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MADRID: Video referees are expected to be used in Spanish
soccer by the 2018-19 season when they are fully approved by
FIFA, La Liga president Javier Tebas has said. Tebas was speak-
ing after Sunday’s 1-1 draw between Barcelona and Real Betis, a
game in which champions Barca appeared to have been
denied a clear goal. Video replays showed that after Betis’
Cristiano Piccini diverted Aleix Vidal’s pass toward goal the ball
crossed the line by around a meter before defender Aissi Mandi
slid in and scrambled the it away. “The tests are already under-
way. We have been working on video referees for the last eight
months,” Tebas told El Pais.  “We will be testing it from next sea-
son in La Liga,” he added. “If FIFA finally approve it, we will start
using it from July 2018.” Football’s law-making body IFAB
approved last March a two-year trial of the video assistant refer-
ee (VAR) system with access to replays to help match officials
review key decisions.  Unlike other top leagues in Europe, La
Liga does not have goal-line technology available because it is
considered too expensive to be put in place. Barcelona coach
Luis Enrique believes the officials need assistance.— Reuters

La Liga to introduce 
video referees by 2018

LONDON: Hull City have signed Italian defender
Andrea Ranocchia on loan until the end of the
season from Inter Milan, the English Premier
League club said yesterday. Ranocchia, who has
21 caps for Italy, will ease the defensive prob-

lems at Hull  who have been left short of
options in after Curtis Davies injured his ham-

string during Sunday’s 4-1 FA Cup defeat at
second-tier Fulham. The 28-year-old Ranocchia
has played nine times for Inter this season and

has fallen out of favour with new manager
Stefano Pioli. The tough-tackling defender will be

available for selection, subject to international clear-
ance, when Hull, who are second bottom in

the league table, two points away from
safety after 22 games, travel to face

sixth-placed Manchester United
today. —Reuters

Hull City sign 
defender Ranocchia

Unhappy Leicester striker 
Ulloa threatens strike

Medals Tally 

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total
Kuwait 5 2 5 12
Saudi Arabia 2 1 1 4
Bahrain 2 1 - 3
Qatar 1 4 1 6
Egypt 1 - - 1
Morocco 1 - - 1
Lebanon - 2 - 2
Oman - 1 4 5
Iraq - 1 - 1
UAE - - 1 1.

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations, Chairman of the Higher Organizing
Committee of HH the Amir 6th Shooting Grand Prix con-
gratulated HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah on the 11th anniversary of his ascension to pow-
er, and wished him more success in leading Kuwait to more
success and that may Allah grant him good health.

Al-Otaibi lauded the competitions all along the past
days, adding that they were strong and highly competitive,
and congratulated all winning shooters. Al-Otaibi wished
that the competition continue as strong until the end.

Kuwait’s shooter Talal Abadallah Al-Rashidi said he won
gold and a bronze medal in the Arab Championship, and
attributed his success to training camps he participated in,
as well as efforts exerted by the shooting club that helped
him to prepare very well. 

Al-Rashidi dedicated his medals to the Kuwaiti people
and promised to win more in the upcoming events.

President of Egypt and African Shooting Federations

Hazim Hosni lauded HH the Amir Shooting Grand Prix as
far as organization and hospitality are concerned and
described as marvelous from all aspects.

He said Egyptian shooting is happy to be in Kuwait and
hoped the Grand Prix continues for years and years to
come. He said Egypt did not participate with a large num-
ber of shooters, but were able to win the air rifle gold, but
did not win in the trap. On her part, Egyptian shooter
Shaima Hashad, who won the women’s 10m Air Rifle gold
medal said the competition was very strong and results
were close to each other as the numbers showed. She said
she benefited from participating by getting in touch with
outstanding shooters especially those from the Gulf
region. Competition continued to be heated during events
of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Sixth International Grand Prix being held at Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex as the following
results show:

In the women’s individual 10m Air Rifle:
Shaima Abdellatif Hashad from Egypt took first place

with the score of 206.9 points, followed by Nouf Al-
Dousary from Bahrain with 204.9 points while Kuwait’s
Mariam Irzouqi ended in third with 184.4.

While in the teams event:
First place went to Bahrain, with shooters Nouf Al-

Dousary, Sarah Al-Dousary and Safa Al-Dousary scoring
1229.9 points, while second place was won by Qatar as
shooters Ayesha Al-Suwaidi, Noura Al-Muhannadi and
Ayesha Al-Mutawa scored 1214.1 points.

In the individual trap event:
First place went to Morocco’s Idris Al-Hafawi, second

place to Kuwait’s Abdelrahman Nasser Al-Faihan and third
went to Talal Abdallah Al-Rashidi also from Kuwait.

The team trap event saw Kuwait’s team of Abdelrahman
Al-Faihan, Talal Al-Rashidi and Khalid Al-Mudhaf take first
place. While Lebanon ended in second place with Alain
Mousa, Haship Jabbar and Jad Hamada.

Third place was claimed by UAE with Hamad Al-Kindy,
Waleed Al-Aryani and Ahmad Al-Hamadi.

Kuwait tops medal
table with 5 gold


