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Campaigners ‘massacred’ 
BOGOTA: Colombian officials said yesterday that 17 civil
campaigners have been murdered over the past two
months in the country, amid tensions over its contested
peace process. President Juan Manuel Santos has warned
that fresh violence could destabilize the demobilization of
the leftist FARC rebels under a historic peace accord. He
signed the deal with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) and pushed it through the legislature in
December, defying criticism from conservative rivals. In the
weeks following, reports emerged of killings by local civil
campaigners by unidentified groups in conflict areas. On
Monday the Victims’ Unit, a state conflict resolution body,
said in a statement that “17 civil leaders have been murdered
since December 1, after Congress ratified the peace accord.”
The last known victim was Porfirio Jaramillo, leader of a
group demanding rural land restitution. He was killed on
Saturday in Antioquia department, in the northwest, it said. 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte suggested yesterday he may
seek military support after withdrawing
the national police from his war on drugs
and handing the job to a much smaller
anti-narcotics agency. More than 7,600
people, mostly users and small-time deal-
ers, have been killed since Duterte took
office at the end of June, vowing to crack
down on methamphetamine use. About
2,550 of the deaths were in police opera-
tions while the others were vigilante
killings or were unsolved murders. The
Philippine Drugs Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) would run anti-drug operations,
according to presidential spokesman
Ernesto Abella. Its 1,800 staff are equiva-
lent to just over 1 percent of the 160,000-
strong Philippine National Police (PNP).

After a high-level security meeting on
Sunday, Duterte said the PNP was “corrupt
to the core”. A suspension of its drugs
operations came a few hours later. Duterte

is furious with the PNP for the kidnap and
killing of South Korean businessman Jee
Ick-joo by police drugs squad officers. Jee
was killed within the PNP headquarters
grounds. In a speech to soldiers yesterday,
Duterte suggested he might need their
help, saying he would be dead “if I don’t
include you in the game”.

The mercurial Duterte has threatened
several times to invoke military rule to
help his war on drugs. Last week, he
appeared to rule out declaring martial
law, but said he could do so if he wished.
Presidential spokesman Abella could not
immediately confirm whether the mili-
tary, which has played a minor support-
ing role in the drugs war, would be given
more responsibility. Armed forces
spokesman Brigadier-General Restituto
Padilla said military involvement was dis-
cussed at the security talks, but it was
not clear what that would be.

Duterte said police had been ordered

to stand down from anti-drugs opera-
tions. “No policeman in this country any-
where is allowed to enforce laws related
to the drug campaign,” he said, adding
about 6,000 of them were “into drugs”.
Local radio stations, which routinely cov-
er drug kill ings, said there were no
reports of any deaths in what appeared
to be a rare bloodless night on Monday,
although police could not confirm
whether or not there were casualties.

Official data yesterday showed four
additional deaths in police operations,
although it was not immediately clear
when those took place. The attack on the
PNP is a surprise about-face by Duterte,
who had been unwavering in his support
for police on the front lines of his drugs
war. His spokesman said the president
was fully aware of PNP corruption when
he gave police the lead in fighting nar-
cotics, but the drugs problem was so big,
he had no other choice. “The president

had to act, he did act, to enforce his
political will,” Abella told a news briefing.
“To avoid any of the apparent corrupt
activities within the organization, he has
now transferred (control) to PDEA.”

A tough task
The anti-drugs campaign has caused

international alarm due to the high death
toll and disputed circumstances of many
of the killings. Human rights groups say
the police have been involved in wide-
spread extrajudicial killings. The PNP and
Duterte strongly reject that.
Congressman Edcel Lagman described
the sidelining of police as “a blessing” and
said it was time to get tough.

“For the first time in six months there
are no reports today of drug-related
killings,” Lagman said. “There should be
no more kids gloves for police scalawags
who deserve an iron fist.” Police officials
who spoke to Reuters said there had been

no written directive on the suspension of
their role in the drugs war, but they were
following the police chief’s comments on
television. “That is good as an order,” said
Senior Superintendent Roberto Fajardo at
Manila’s Northern Police District. “We now
go after other crimes ... that’s better for us,
we fight all crimes.”

One senior policeman said raids and
sting operations on drug sellers had
stopped and police operations had shift-
ed toward reining in wayward officers,
especially those reinstated following
internal investigations. “The cleansing
process will take a front seat by strength-
ening our counter-intelligence opera-
tions, checking lifestyles of police officers
involved in drug operations,” said the offi-
cer, who requested anonymity because he
was not authorized to speak to media.
“This is a huge job. I’m not sure how long
will it take to do this because our Internal
Affairs Service lacks manpower.” — Reuters

Philippines’ President pulls police off drug war

LAHORE: Pakistan has placed the chief suspect behind the
2008 Mumbai attacks under house arrest as it cracks down
on the group linked to the carnage. Firebrand cleric Hafiz
Saeed, who heads the Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) group and
has a $10 million US bounty on his head, is to be placed
under “preventative detention”, according to the Interior
Ministry order. Police took Saeed away from a mosque in
Lahore late Monday and escorted him to his residence
where they appear to be holding him under house arrest,
an AFP journalist reported. “My detention orders are
unlawful and we will challenge them in the court,” Saeed
told reporters before he was led away by police.

“These orders have come from Washington,” he said.
“Now more rallies and protests will be held on Kashmir
issue,” Saeed said, adding: “our movement will continue till
Kashmir’s independence.” Pakistan and India both control
part of Kashmir but claim the whole of the territory and
have fought two of their three wars over it since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947. India blames Pakistan for
sending militant groups to foment unrest in the part of

Kashmir controlled by New Delhi. JuD, listed as a terror
outfit by the United Nations, is considered by the US and
India to be a front for Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the militant
group blamed for the attack on India’s financial capital.

The horror of the Mumbai carnage played out on live
television around the world as commandos battled the
heavily armed gunmen, who arrived by sea on the evening
of November 26, 2008. It took the authorities three days to
regain full control of the city and New Delhi has long said
there is evidence that “official agencies” in Pakistan were
involved in plotting the attack. Islamabad denies the
charge. But for years JuD operated freely across the coun-
try, popular for its charity works especially in the wake of
natural disasters, and testing Islamabad’s vow to tackle mil-
itancy. Despite the bounty against him Saeed led a high-
profile public life, regularly delivering fiery anti-India
speeches.

‘Obliged to take action’   
The detention order surfaced hours after Interior

Minister Chaudhry Nisar hinted that a crackdown was
imminent. He told reporters in Islamabad earlier Monday
that, given the group had been under observation for years
and was blacklisted internationally, Pakistan is “under obli-
gation to take some action”. “The situation will be clear on
this by tomorrow,” he said, without giving further details.
The order from the interior ministry placed JuD and a foun-
dation tied to it on a watch list, and also ordered the “pre-
ventative detention” of four other members in various
cities in Punjab.

India has long seethed at Pakistan’s failure either to
hand over or prosecute those accused of planning and
organizing the Mumbai attacks, while Pakistan has alleged
that India failed to give it crucial evidence. Islamabad’s
decision in 2015 to release an alleged mastermind of the
attacks, Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, was slammed as an “insult”
by New Delhi. Pakistan has long been accused of playing a
“double game” with militants by supporting groups it
thinks it can use for its own strategic ends, particularly in
disputed Kashmir. — AFP 
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani supporters of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) organization burn Indian and US flags after JuD
leader Hafiz Saeed was placed under house arrest by authorities in Islamabad yesterday. —AFP 

LAHORE: Pakistani leader of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD)
organization Hafiz Saeed (center) leaves after being
detained by police in Lahore yesterday. — AFP 

Troops battle Taleban 
LASHKAR GAH: Afghan forces said they were holding
off a Taleban offensive in Helmand province yesterday,
as reinforcements and air support arrived. Both sides
reported heavy fighting as Taleban militants attacked
government positions in Sangin district, an area where
insurgents have made major gains in the past two
years. “There is heavy fighting still ongoing between
the Taleban and our forces but those places that were
captured by the Taleban yesterday have been taken
back,” said Omar Zwak, a spokesman for the governor
of the southern province. Among the reinforcements
sent to the embattled district were new commando
units, he said. A regional Taleban spokesman, Qari
Yousuf Ahmadi, said fighters had captured at least 25
government checkpoints and killed more than 100 sol-
diers and police. The Taleban used tunnels dug from
houses to attack the government’s front-line check-
points, General Wali Mohammad Ahmadzai, com-
mander of the 215th Army Corps, said on Monday. 

Yazidi MP could be barred 
BAGHDAD: An Iraqi lawmaker who has campaigned
prominently for fellow Yazidi women enslaved by the
Islamic State group said yesterday that new US travel
restrictions may prevent her from accepting a human
rights award. Vian Dakhil had been due to travel to
Washington to receive the Lantos Human Rights Prize next
week for her work highlighting the plight of Yazidi women
turned into sex slaves by the jihadists after their homes
were overrun in 2014. But Friday’s executive order by us
President Donald Trump barring nationals of Iraq and six
other Muslim countries from entry to the United States has
thrown those plans into question. “It is not clear yet if I will
travel or not,” Dakhil said. Trump said that the entry ban,
which will apply for at least 90 days, will help make
America safe from “radical Islamic terrorists”.  

YANGON: A Myanmar taxi driver was hailed
as a national hero at his funeral yesterday,
two days after he was killed trying to stop a
gunman who murdered a prominent Muslim
lawyer. Father-of-three Ne Win was shot
dead outside Yangon airport as he chased a
man who moments earlier had slain Ko Ni,
an adviser to Aung San Suu Kyi, in what her
party said was a political assassination. The
daylight murders, in a country where politi-
cal killings are rare, sent shockwaves through
both Myanmar’s already hard-pressed
Muslim community and Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD) party.

There were emotional scenes yesterday
as hundreds of mourners crammed into a
Yangon cemetery to bury Ne Win, whose
coffin was draped in the NLD’s famous
fighting peacock flag. His bereaved wife
was swamped as mourners, monks and
NLD figures crowded around the open cof-
fin that bore his body. “He tried to catch an

evil man without thinking for his own life,”
the elderly patron of the NLD, Tin Oo, told
mourners. “I praise Ne Win today for his
brave work for the country on behalf of the
NLD, other democratic forces and those
who want peace.”

Min Ko Naing, a student leader from the
crushed 1988 anti-junta protests, described
the taxi driver as part of a long line of
Myanmar citizens who have sacrificed for a
country that suffered under years of army
rule.  “Some people who give for the coun-
try become famous but there are many
people who give for the country silently,”
he said. The alleged assassin, 53-year-old
Kyi Lin, was arrested at the scene. Police
have not said what his motivations were.
Ko Ni was a prominent Muslim figure who
spoke out against the increasingly vocal
anti-Islamic sentiments of Buddhist hardlin-
ers and criticised the military’s lingering
grip on power. — AFP

JAKARTA: Desperate and despondent after los-
ing an Indonesian local election, Abdul Junaidi
was the perfect prey for a charismatic cult leader
promising great wealth and political success.
Lured in with assurances that he would see his
money multiply, the sugar cane farmer handed
over 200 million rupiah ($15,000) to the sect. But
his cash disappeared, his political career stalled,
and the leader of the group was arrested, accused
of murdering one of Junaidi’s friends for threaten-
ing to unmask him. “His promise was very tempt-
ing-that if I ran at elections, then I would win,” the
50-year-old sugar cane farmer said. 

The case is the latest example of a shadowy
sect playing on the widespread belief of the
supernatural in Indonesia to allegedly swindle
people.  Cult-like groups have long existed
across the vast Indonesian archipelago, which is

home to hundreds of different ethnic groups
and where belief in local spirits and black magic
are often fused with the dominant religion of
Islam.  Belief in the supernatural is common
across Asia. From China to Thailand, politicians
often turn to soothsayers for advice.

But in recent times in Indonesia, the deep-
rooted belief in the occult has taken a dark turn
with several cases of sham cult leaders facing
allegations ranging from murder to fraud and
sexual assault. The most high-profile has been
the one that embroiled Junaidi, who was among
thousands persuaded to join a cult led by Taat
Pribadi, who gave himself the Indonesian royal
title “Dimas Kanjeng”. From former lawmakers to
army generals and police officers, Pribadi man-
aged to attract a huge and influential following
to his cult in Probolinggo on Indonesia’s main

island of Java, with members living in his palatial
residence and nearby buildings. He persuaded
people to join the group with claims that he
could bring them success-in Junaidi’s case by
helping him win an election to head a small dis-
trict on Java-and multiply money they gave him
in an elaborate, supernatural ritual.

Magic money-making
The case attracted huge attention when

videos went viral of Pribadi dressed in flowing
white robes sitting on a chair and performing
the ritual that ended with him producing fistfuls
of money and throwing it onto the floor.  His
cult, which had existed for about 15 years, even-
tually fell apart when Pribadi was arrested in
September for allegedly ordering the murder of
two of his followers who had attempted to
unmask him as a fraud.

He is scheduled to stand trial over the mur-
ders and police are also investigating fraud alle-
gations against him. “I never got my original
money back, and certainly did not see it multi-
ply,” Junaidi said.  The killing of his friend finally
pushed him to leave the cult after four years as a
member, he added.  Pribadi’s case followed that
of another alleged sham cult leader, Gatot
Brajamusti, who attracted followers-including
high-profile female entertainers-by styling him-
self as an Islamic spiritual guru. But he was
arrested in August for allegedly sexually harass-
ing his female followers and drug possession.
Police say that he has admitted to engaging in
sex parties and using crystal methamphetamine.

At times the belief in the occult in Indonesia
has reached the highest levels of government.
In 2014, then president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono recounted how he and his wife were
attacked by mysterious black clouds while at
home in an episode of black magic he described
as like a “horror movie”. Indonesian law even
bans black magic, with violaters facing up to
three months in jail or a fine of 450,000 rupiah,
and the government is seeking to strengthen
legislation against the practice. — AFP

YANGON: Relatives of Ne Win, who was shot dead outside Yangon airport while try-
ing to stop the gunman who assassinated Muslim lawyer Ko Ni, pay their respects at
his funeral in Yangon yesterday. — AFP 
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JAKARTA: Photo shows various paraphernalia used by Indonesian faith healer Ki Raksa
Manggala, who operates from a dark basement in Jakarta. — AFP 


