
WASHINGTON: King Abdullah II of Jordan’s visit
to Washington this week is testing US President
Donald Trump’s ability to maintain key Arab
alliances while cracking down on immigration
from some Muslim countries and possibly mov-
ing the American Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem.
The next few days could provide an indication if
Trump is willing to compromise. Abdullah, a
close US ally, held meetings Monday with
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and Vice President
Mike Pence. Trump and the king were to come
face-to-face tomorrow at the National Prayer
Breakfast, the White House said. 

The king also planned to meet with US lawmak-
ers this week. Abdullah’s trip comes as the Trump
administration is embroiled in its first major
Mideast controversy, sparked by Trump’s executive
order temporarily halting all refugee admissions
and suspending entry to the US for citizens of sev-
en majority-Muslim countries. Although Jordan
isn’t among the seven, even US friends in the
region fear Trump’s move could embolden Mideast
extremists and contribute to a perception that
Washington is at war with Islam - which Trump’s
administration insists is not the case.

Trump’s embassy decision looms even larger
for Jordan. The kingdom, fighting as part of US-

led coalition against the Islamic State group, is
closely watching to see if Trump fulfills a cam-
paign pledge to move the US Embassy in Israel
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Doing so could trig-
ger widespread protests among Jordan’s mas-
sive Palestinian population, potentially even
jeopardizing Abdullah’s hold on power. “The US
relationship is central to the internal stability of
the kingdom,” said Robert Satloff, who runs the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. “This is
really part and parcel of the national security
fiber of the kingdom, and building this new rela-
tionship is really important to the king.” 

This month, Jordan warned in unusually
brusque terms that moving the embassy would
cross a “red line” and could entail “catastrophic”
consequences. Information Minister
Mohammed Momani said it would be a “gift to
extremists,” threatening US ties with Mideast
allies. The embassy was a prime topic of discus-
sion in Abdullah’s meeting with Pence, officials
said. The White House said they discussed
Abdullah’s “views on potential changes” and
how to make progress on Israeli-Palestinian
peace. The Jordanian Embassy in Washington
said the US “committed to working closely with
Jordan” on issues related to the conflict.  

Jordan serves as the custodian of Islam’s third
holiest shrine, located in Jerusalem’s eastern sec-
tor. Any US rift with Jordan could spill over to the
kingdom’s participation in the fight against IS, a
campaign both Trump and Abdullah say they
hope to accelerate. During his campaign, Trump
pledged repeatedly to move the American
Embassy in Israel, a promise former US presi-
dents have made and broken. Since his inaugu-
ration, Trump has backtracked slightly, with
White House spokesman Sean Spicer saying the
administration is only in the “beginning stages
of even discussing” such a move.

Although Israel considers Jerusalem its capi-
tal,  the US and most countries maintain
embassies in Tel Aviv. The US says conflicting
Israeli and Palestinian claims to Jerusalem must
be worked out in peace negotiations. Israel
claims all  of Jerusalem and annexed east
Jerusalem after capturing it from Jordan in 1967,
but the Palestinians want the capital of their
future state in the city’s eastern sector. The US
relies on Jordan for major military and intelli-
gence support in fighting IS, and the kingdom
plays a major role in combating radicalization in
the Middle East.  Both Trump and Abdullah say
they want close ties. — AP 
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ARLINGTON: US Secretary of Defense James Mattis (right) participates in an enhanced honor cordon with (left) King Abdullah of Jordan at
the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. King Abdullah is on a visit in Washington. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Sen John McCain has
emerged as President Donald Trump’s
top Republican nemesis on Capitol Hill.
Since Trump’s inauguration, McCain has
broken with the president on his immi-
gration order, warned him against any
rapprochement with Moscow, lectured
him on the illegality of torture, and sup-
plied only a tepid endorsement of Rex
Tillerson, Trump’s secretary of state
nominee. Oh, and McCain also ham-
mered Trump for backing away from -
instead of embracing - international
free trade agreements.

As Trump presses ahead with an
ambitious and contentious agenda at
home and abroad, McCain is pushing
back, using his seniority in Congress
and his characteristic bluntness.
McCain, 80, cruised to a sixth Senate
term in November, defeating a
Democratic challenger who hounded
the senator for standing by Trump even
after the billionaire businessman insult-
ed him as a “loser.” Trump, who received
several draft deferments during the
Vietnam era, also said there was noth-
ing heroic about McCain’s military
record after he was shot down during
the Vietnam War and spent 5 1/2 years
as a prisoner of war.

McCain dropped his support for
Trump in early October after a 2005
recording surfaced in which Trump
boasted about groping women. The
move led to an outcry from conserva-
tive voters firmly behind Trump. But
McCain overcame the backlash in what
may have been his final election. He
hasn’t looked back. Trump’s immigra-
tion order, signed by the president
Friday, temporarily suspends all immi-

gration for citizens of seven majority-
Muslim countries for 90 days. McCain,
along with his close friend and Senate
colleague Sen Lindsey Graham, R-SC,
said they feared Trump’s immigration
order could “become a self-inflicted
wound in the fight against terrorism.”

“This executive order sends a signal,
intended or not, that America does not
want Muslims coming into our country.
That is why we fear this executive order
may do more to help terrorist recruit-
ment than improve our security,”
McCain and Graham wrote. That elicited
an angry tweet from Trump, who
accused the two of “looking to start
World War III.” McCain said Monday that
Trump’s order bans Iraqi pilots from
coming to the United States for training
so they can join the fight against the
Islamic State. “Right now, those Iraqis
can’t come to Arizona to train to be F-16
pilots to defend Americans,” McCain
said. “That’s wrong.”

As chairman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, McCain is one of
the leading Republican voices in
Congress on national security matters.
Re-elected last year to another six years
in office, he is free to challenge the
president without fear of retribution
from voters.

And perhaps on no issue has McCain
been more unequivocal than of Trump’s
desire for a better relationship with
Moscow. Trump’s praise for Russian
President Vladimir Putin before and after
the election signaled that US-Russia
relations could be getting a makeover -
even after US intelligence agencies
determined Moscow meddled in the
campaign to help Trump win. — AP 
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WASHINGTON: US Senator John McCain (right), R-Arizona, talks with US Senator
Jack Reed, D-Rhode Island, prior to the procedural vote to end the debate on
Rex Tillerson for US Secretary of State on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Since taking office 10 days ago, US
President Donald Trump has moved to consolidate power
within a small cadre of close aides at the White House. He’s
added a senior political adviser to the National Security
Council and appears to have cut out Cabinet secretaries
from decision making on some of his top policies, includ-
ing the immigration and refugee order that led to protests,
legal challenges and temporary detention of some legal
US residents this weekend.

Trump has empowered a small group of advisers, some of
whom have no experience in government, to tackle a broad
range of issues - including national security, the immigration
policy, US relations with Mexico and plans to repeal President
Barack Obama’s health care law.  The inner circle includes loy-
al campaign aides, his son-in-law (Jared Kushner) and the
advisers who ran Trump’s populist, outsider bid for office.
Here’s a look at the Trump’s inner circle and how they’re shap-
ing the policies that are shaking up Washington: 

Steve Bannon
Every major decision at the new White House has

involved Bannon, a media executive who became Trump’s
top political adviser in a shakeup in August and quickly
infused Trump’s campaign with an anti-establishment fervor.
Bannon’s power has only grown at the start of the adminis-
tration. He is typically at Trump’s side in the Oval Office. He
helped write the new president’s inaugural address - marked
by the reference to “American carnage.” 

He shaped executive actions pulling the US out of the
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal and freezing the US
refugees program. Saturday’s memorandum reorganizing
the National Security Council extends Bannon’s reach fur-
ther. He will now have a seat at regular meetings on national
security, while the incoming director of national intelligence
and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will attend only
as required by the subject matter. 

Bannon is a former naval officer and Goldman Sachs
executive who led Breitbart News before joining Trump’s

campaign. Under his tenure, Breitbart became the voice of
the alt-right movement and critics pointed to coverage they
said espoused racist and sexist views.  His rhetorical influ-
ence on the president was particularly clear last week. In sig-
nature style, Bannon referred to the media as the “opposi-
tion party” in an interview. Trump repeated the phrase a
couple of days later.

Stephen Miller
Trump’s policy rollouts and speeches also bear the finger-

prints of Miller, a 31-year-old senior policy adviser who
joined his campaign after working as a top aide to Alabama
Sen Jeff Sessions, Trump’s pick for attorney general. Miller
played an influential, behind-the-scenes role in derailing
efforts in the Senate to pursue an immigration overhaul
after the 2012 elections. After joining Trump’s team, Miller
played multiple roles on the campaign, writing Trump’s
speeches, developing his policies and frequently serving as
a warm-up act at rallies.

At the White House, Miller has been the new administra-
tion’s policy guru with a heavy focus on immigration. He and
Bannon were instrumental in the drafting of the executive
order that established  a temporary travel ban on citizens
from seven Muslim-majority nations. Amid chaos at airports
and confusion over the ban’s impact on legal US residents,
Miller was running Saturday night meetings on the order. But
that has also made him the subject of criticism. MSNBC’s Joe
Scarborough accused Miller on Monday of not doing
enough to loop in agency heads about the executive order
and said the White House adviser had gone on a “power trip.”

Jared Kushner
Considered a “first among equals” in the competing pow-

er circles in Trump’s West Wing, Kushner often has the last
word as his father-in-law makes decision and, as family, has
unprecedented access to the president in the White House
residence. Kushner emerged as one of Trump’s most power-
ful campaign advisers during his father-in-law’s often
unorthodox presidential bid - a calming presence in an oth-
erwise chaotic campaign. He was usually at Trump’s side and
on his plane during the campaign’s final weeks.

At the White House, Kushner has played a key role deal-
ing with foreign government officials and Trump has
entrusted him to resolve the dispute with Mexico over the
border wall and has indicated that he will take the lead in
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. Asked
about Kushner’s involvement on foreign policy, a White
House official said he was “particularly well-suited for sensi-
tive negotiations and relationship building.” Kushner also
championed the pick of his friend Gary Cohn, the president
of Goldman Sachs, for a top White House economic post.

Reince Priebus
Trump’s chief of staff is a former chairman of the

Republican National Committee and Republican operative
from Wisconsin with close ties to House Speaker Paul Ryan,
R-Wis. If Bannon has become Trump’s policy soul-mate,
Priebus appears more focused on organization and imple-
mentation. When Trump signs executive orders in the Oval
Office, it is often Priebus who hands the president the
paperwork. The longest-serving chairman in Republican
Party history, Priebus remains popular among RNC mem-
bers and will help Trump stay connected with members of
Congress, the party’s establishment, fundraisers and activists
across the nation. He is in frequent touch with Ryan, one of
his oldest political allies, and will serve as a key emissary to
House and Senate Republicans. — AP 

In the new White House, a 

look at Trump inner circle

WASHINGTON: Trump advisor Steve Bannon (left) and
White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus walk
through the colonnade of the White House in
Washington, DC. — AFP 


