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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Environmental activists yesterday
rushed to Subbiya after learning that construc-
tion works were taking place in an area of
important historical significance. Green Line
Group’s Chairman Khalid Al-Hajri said construc-
tion activity at the Bahra 2 site in Subbiya will
destroy ancient monuments and relics that are
over 8,000 years old. Some of these have been
unearthed, while others are still undiscovered. 

Head of the Archeological Department at
the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL) Dr Sultan Al-Diweesh immedi-
ately informed the police after he found out

about the construction works. Hajri then went
to the site and informed the media. He also
called on the prime minister to stop these
works. “We cooperate with the Archeological
Department at the NCCAL, so they called
Green Line to support them in this serious
case,” Hajri told Kuwait Times. 

Pol ice off icers  and off ic ials  from the
Municipality went to the site to stop the works,
that according to Hajri, were to pave a road to
an oil derrick, which passed through the mon-
uments and destroyed some of them. “Officials
from Kuwait Oil Company came to the location
and stopped the work on this road.  They
informed us that they will find an alternative

path to the derrick. But our work hasn’t fin-
ished, and we will recheck the place again after
a few days, as we care about our heritage and
the environment,” added Hajri. 

NCCAL will tomorrow gauge the damage
caused by the construction works. “The main
problem is that many of the historical loca-
tions are not surrounded or marked with pro-
tective fences,” Hajri explained. “The work has
stopped, but we are cooperating with various
public institutions to draw a map of all histori-
cal places and monuments in Kuwait. There
are over 300 historical locations that are not
protected and we need to secure them,” he
concluded.

Construction works ‘destroy’
archeological sites in Subbiya

KUWAIT: Green Line Group’s Chairman Khalid Al-Hajri (second from left) poses with other officials at an archeological site in Subbiya that the
group says is being destroyed by construction works.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait is expected to be
struck by a cold wave, the coldest since
the beginning of winter, starting from
today evening, meteorologist Essa
Ramadan said. The cold weather will be
caused by a Siberian high-pressure
front with strong North Westerly winds
that will be dusty in desert and open
areas, he added. Temperature is expect-
ed to drop to subzero levels at certain
points and vary between 9-14 C
degrees starting from tomorrow at
dawn through Saturday, he indicated. 

Environmental violations
The Environment Public Authority

(EPA) launched an inspection campaign
at Al-Shamlan harbor where it detected
180 environmental violations commit-
ted by fishing boats.  EPA Director
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
said that the campaign came within
EPA’s inspection tours to track all envi-
ronmental violations such as oil spills
and wastes produced by people living
on fishing boats anchored at the har-
bor. Ahmad added that there was a

decision to move fishermen out of the
harbor but the implementation was
halted until an alternative place was
found for them. “In view of such viola-
tions, they might be immediately forced
out,” he underlined. Environmental vio-
lators might be fined up to KD 50,000
and mandated to remove the wastes. 

Security cards
The Central Apparatus for Illegal

Residents Affairs suspended renewing
security cards of senior bedoons (state-
less) who do not have birth certificates,
which are conditioned for the proce-
dure. Elderly bedoons submitted ‘age
assessment ’ certificates from the
Ministry of Health instead. The new
decision has left many of them in dis-
tress as they suffer from certain med-
ical conditions and need the cards to
receive medical care.  

Case adjourned
The constitutional court adjourned a

case filed by former MP Bader Al-
Dahoum challenging the blasphemy
law, and set the next hearing on Feb 8. 

‘Cold wave’ to hit Kuwait

KUWAIT: EPA Director Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (right) oversees
an inspection campaign at Al-Shamlan harbor yesterday. — KUNA

DGCA signs
baggage check

contract
KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said yesterday it has signed a contract with a
general trade and contracting company for imple-
menting the automated baggage check system at
Kuwait International Airport.  The system, which will
be applied at second and third baggage weight areas
and arrivals lounge at the airport, aims at upgrading
the security level and streamlining passenger proce-
dures, the DGCA said in a statement. The project is
also intended to supply, operate and maintain three
explosive detectors with a capacity of 1,000 bags per
hour each, it pointed out. The explosive detectors
have been approved by US and EU civil aviation
departments, the DGCA added. — KUNA KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait hosted a ceremony recently to celebrate India’s Republic Day. Senior officials, diplomats and other dignitaries

attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Hydroponics farming in Kuwait is a
vital alternative for traditional methods with
various benefits including an increase in pro-
duction at lower cost, according to agricultural
engineering specialists.

This method, which is not soil based, is one
of the best methods used to boost production
in such harsh weather conditions in the country,
Director General of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR)
Faisal Al-Hasawi said yesterday.  Kuwait was the
first Gulf country to use this method in 1955,
running an experimental agricultural unit of 500
square meters, followed by four others of 2000
square meters in 1962, he said.

With encouraging results, Kuwait established
the first hydroponic unit in the Middle East in
1976, stretching over 20,000 square meters to
produce different kinds of vegetables and flow-
ers, said Hasawi.

However,  this  method did not spread
among farmers who committed to their tradi-
tional ways, as water resources were available
at that time and soil-related infections were
not common then as they are now, he also
added.  In 2003, Kuwait grew lettuce using this
non-soil based method in a land of five donum
(5,000 square meters) in Al-Wafra and Al-
Abdali, while it increased to 50 donum in 2013-
2014, the official said.

Hasawi noted that Kuwait worked on devel-
oping the use of this technology in a project
executed in cooperation with the Gulf countries
and Yemen, and funded by the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development and the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD). Since 2008 until this year,
26 farms have adopted this technology in
Kuwait, he added.

Meanwhile, PAAAFR’s engineer Ghanem Al-
Sanad said that hydroponic farming depends on
growing plants in different nutrients-rich solu-
tions and mediums.  As farming became more
difficult due to pollution in the meantime, peo-
ple tend to grow plants at the rooftop of their
homes, using hydroponic technologies, he
added. In the meantime, head of the research
department at the authority Mohammad Jamal
said that non-soil agriculture offers larger farm-
ing space, faster production by 400 percent and
preserves water consumption by about 90 per-
cent.  He added that the downside to this
method is the high establishment cost and the
need for constant observation. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Hydroponics farming in Kuwait is a vital alternative for traditional methods
with various benefits. — KUNA
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By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Housing
Welfare (PAHW ) expected that the total
number of vacancies to be filled by Kuwaitis
by the end of this fiscal year would be 1,325
with a total cost of KD 5,849,000. The

authority added that 27 vacancies were
already available and are expected to be
filled by March. “Ten leading positions are
already occupied with annual wages of KD
76,000,” added the authority, announcing its
need for 27 Kuwaitis and 15 well-experi-
enced expats.  

Authority to hire 1,325 Kuwaitis


