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KUWAIT: US Ambassador Lawrence Silverman meets with Falah Al-Muntairi, chair-
man of the facility. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Lawrence Silverman talks with a nurse at the facility.

By Finn McHugh

KUWAIT: The new United States
Ambassador to Kuwait praised the
Kuwaiti government yesterday for its
ongoing efforts to combat human traf-
ficking and domestic labor abuse. 

Lawrence Silverman made the com-
ments during a visit to the ‘Expatriate
Manpower Lodging Center’ in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. The female-only shelter,
opened in 2014, provides basic lodging
and recreational areas for its inhabitants,
who must remain within the facility’s
confines until they return to their home
country. 

It was Silverman’s first visit to the cen-
ter since taking up the post four months
ago, describing his impression as “very
positive.” He was especially approving of
the wide range of services provided by
the shelter. “It is particularly important
to me that in addition to the living facili-
ties, there are the medical facilities, there
are legal facilities and the government
ministries are represented,” he said. “All
of the government ministries that might
come in contact with people for the sake
of protection are here and available.”

300 women
According to its chairman, Falah Al-

Mutairi ,  the center currently hosts
around 300 women from 23 nationali-
ties,  the majority coming from the
Philippines and Africa.  He sees the
ambassador’s visit as a “commendation”
of the center’s work, and believes inter-
national help is vital. 

“The work we are doing here is some-
thing that is new to the Middle East in
general, so it is really beneficial for us to
have close collaboration with interna-
tional organizations and embassies here
in Kuwait, to share their expertise and
experience,” Mutairi said.     

In 2016, the US State Department’s
Trafficking in Persons Report placed
Kuwait on its Tier 2 Watch List, meaning
the countr y is  mak ing “signif icant
efforts” to meet  the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act’s minimum standards,
but that the number of victims is “very
significant or significantly increasing.” It
was the first time since 2006 the coun-
try had ranked above Tier 3, the report’s
lowest status, and Silverman believes
initiatives like the shelter account for
Kuwait’s promotion.  

Cause for optimism
Although the country ’s domestic

labor reforms are yet to be implement-
ed, Silverman believes their very exis-
tence is cause for optimism. “Kuwait is a
regional leader in passing a domestic
labor law [and] the fact that there is such
a law is important,” he said. “Clearly this
was a recognition by the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment that there was a need for such
a facility and that it should be done
properly.”

He was, however, more equivocal on
whether the center alone was enough to
tackle the issues. “It is hard for me to say,
I am not an expert,” he said. “But I think
people are being cared for here. That is
the most important thing.”

Trafficking in Persons Report

2016 - Tier Definitions

Tier 1
Countries whose governments fully meet the

Trafficking Victims Protection Act’s (TVPA) mini-
mum standards.

Tier 2
Countries whose governments do not fully

meet the TVPA’s minimum standards, but are mak-
ing significant efforts to meet those standards.

Tier 2 Watch List
Countries whose governments do not fully meet

the TVPA’s minimum standards, but are making sig-
nificant efforts to meet those standards and:

a) The absolute number of victims of severe
forms of trafficking is very significant or is signifi-
cantly increasing

b) There is a failure to provide evidence of
increasing efforts to combat severe forms of traf-
ficking in persons from the previous year, includ-
ing increased investigations, prosecutions, and
convictions of trafficking crimes, increased assis-
tance to victims, and decreasing evidence of com-
plicity in severe forms of trafficking by govern-
ment officials; or

c) The determination that a country is making
significant efforts to meet the minimum standards
was based on commitments by the country to
take additional future steps over the next year.

Tier 3
Countries whose governments do not fully

meet the minimum standards and are not making
significant efforts to do so. 

US Ambassador visits migrant women’s shelter

Around 300 women, provided basic needs until they can go home

Lawrence Silverman tours the shelter.

KUWAIUT: Kuwaiti Army’s Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khoder meets with a Bangladeshi
defense committee member. — KUNA

Army chief meets Bangladeshi MPs

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Army’s Chief
of Staff Lieutenant General
Mohammad Al-Khoder met yester-
day with visiting Bangladeshi
defense committee members.

During the meeting, they discussed
major issues of mutual interest, par-
ticularly military ones, and ways of
promoting and developing bilateral
cooperation between both friendly

countries, the Defense Ministry’s
Moral Guidance and Public Relations
Directorate said in a statement. The
meeting was attended by several
high-ranking army officers. —KUNA

Unified form for

residency transactions

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry ’s
Residency Affairs Department will
use a unified form for all residency
transactions starting from Feb 12 to
help facilitate the process of verify-
ing data and avoiding mistakes,
Director Major General Talal Maarafi
said in a statement. The form can be
found on the ministry’s website at
www.moi.gov.kw. The new service
comes as part of the department’s
efforts to develop its systems and
facilitate procedures followed in all
its transactions, Maarafi explained. 

Illegal gatherings
In other news, the ministry ’s

Relations and Security Media
Department warned that severe
penal measures will  be taken
against any expatriate who violates
Kuwaiti laws that bars taking part in
any gatherings such as protests and

ceremonial parades. Similar prac-
tices which take place following
sports matches for example cause
traffic jams and might include inde-
cent practices Therefore a foreigner
who participates in them would be
punished by deportation, the min-
istry warned in a statement.

No foul play
A forensic medical report found

no evidence of foul play in the
death of a person who was seen in
video footage that recently went
viral on social media being carried
into his house. Police had investigat-
ed the video and discovered that
the man who was being transport-
ed was dead. They arrested three
persons who appeared in the video
carrying the man, but later released
them when the autopsy report
came to show no evidence of homi-
cide. The report showed that the
man had died due to a stroke, and

also showed that his blood con-
tained alcohol traces.

No injuries
A fire broke out in a fifth floor

apartment in Salmiya, said security
sources, noting that firemen rushed
to the scene and managed to con-
trol the fire that started in the
kitchen. The building was evacuated
and no casualties were reported. 

Suicides
A 35-year-old Indian was found

hanging dead in a room annexed to
his sponsor’s house in Waha, said
security sources, noting that initial
forensic reports suggest that the man
committed suicide. In a similar case, a
Nepalese man was found hanging
dead inside the dormitory of a compa-
ny that employed him in Sabhan, the
sources said, noting that the man’s col-
league told police that he was going
through some financial problems. 


