
UTAH: Kevin Durant ignited a third-quarter
runaway with consecutive dunks, propelling
Golden State to a victory over Utah. Durant had
21 points, six rebounds, four assists and three
blocked shots without playing in the fourth
quarter. The Warriors improved to 9-1 since
Stephen Curry left the lineup with a sprained
right ankle earlier this month. Playing their sec-
ond road game in two nights, the Jazz led by as
many as seven points in the second quarter and
trailed only 48-47 at
halftime. Rodney Hood
paced Utah with 26
points.

PELICANS 128,
NETS 113

Anthony Davis
scored a team-high 33
points, DeMarcus
Cousins had 27 points
and 14 rebounds, and
Rajon Rondo dished out a career-high 25 as-
sists to power the New Orleans Pelicans to a
128-113 victory over the Brooklyn Nets on
Wednesday night at the Smoothie King Center.
Jrue Holiday added 23 points and E’Twaun
Moore had 20 for the Pelicans, who won their
third consecutive game. The Nets lost for the
seventh time in eight games. Brooklyn was led

by Caris LeVert with 22 points. Davis also had
a season-high six blocks and tied a career high
with four made 3-pointers.

KINGS 109, CAVALIERS 95
Vince Carter scored 24 points in Sacra-

mento’s improbable win over Cleveland. The
40-year-old guard, who missed the team’s pre-
vious three games-two by coach’s decision and
one as a result of rib pain-received multiple

standing ovations from
the Golden 1 Center
crowd. He finished 10 of
12 from the field and had
big-time shots to answer
almost every time
Cleveland tried to cut
into the lead. Cleveland’s
LeBron James had a
triple-double of 16
points, 14 assists and 10
rebounds.

BULLS 92, KNICKS 87
Kris Dunn scored 17 points and hit a pair of

free throws with 7.8 seconds remaining, and
Lauri Markkanen finished with 12 points as
Chicago rallied to beat New York. Robin Lopez
finished with 11 points for Chicago, which has
won nine of its last 11 games. Justin Holiday,
who capped the victory with two free throws
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Westbrook adds 
30 points and 

13 assists 

Durant leads Warriors over 
Utah, Cavaliers fall to Kings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 28 10 .737 -       
Toronto 23 10 .697 2.5   
NY Knicks 17 17 .500 9       
Philadelphia 15 18 .455 10.5  
Brooklyn 12 22 .353 14      

Central Division
Cleveland 24 11 .686 -       
Detroit 19 14 .576 4       
Indiana 19 16 .543 5       
Milwaukee 17 15 .531 5.5   
Chicago 12 22 .353 11.5  

Southeast Division
Washington 19 16 .543 -       
Miami 18 16 .529 0.5   
Charlotte 12 22 .353 6.5   
Orlando 11 24 .314 8       
Atlanta 9 25 .265 9.5   

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Minnesota 22 13 .629 -       
Oklahoma City20 15 .571 2       
Denver 19 16 .543 3       
Portland 17 16 .515 4       
Utah 15 21 .417 7.5   

Pacific Division
Golden State 28 7 .800 -       
LA Clippers 14 19 .424 13      
Phoenix 13 23 .361 15.5  
Sacramento 12 22 .353 15.5  
LA Lakers 11 22 .333 16      

Southwest Division
Houston 25 7 .781 -       
San Antonio 24 11 .686 2.5   
New Orleans 18 16 .529 8       
Memphis 11 24 .314 15.5  
Dallas 11 25 .306 16      

NBA results/standings

Friday, December 29, 2017

Golden State 126, Utah 101; Memphis 109, LA Lakers 99; Sacramento 109, Cleveland 95; Chicago 92,
NY Knicks 87; Minnesota 128, Denver 125 (OT); New Orleans 128, Brooklyn 113; Oklahoma City 124,
Toronto 107; Atlanta 113, Washington 99; Boston 102, Charlotte 91; Dallas 98, Indiana 94.

NEW ORLEANS: E’Twaun Moore #55 of the New Orleans Pelicans shoots the ball over Nik Stauskas #2 of
the Brooklyn Nets at the Smoothie King Center on Wednesday in New Orleans, Louisiana. — AFP

Chicago rallies to beat New York 92-87

Fitness comes 
first for 
returning 
Murray, Djokovic
LONDON: Former world number ones Andy
Murray and Novak Djokovic are relishing their
return to competition after serious injuries cut
their last campaigns short, but the overriding
aim for both players in the New Year is to stay
fit and healthy.

Murray, who has struggled with a persist-
ent hip injury since the Briton’s quarter-final
exit at Wimbledon in July, pulled out of the
US Open and dropped to 16th in the world
rankings. The 30-year-old is scheduled to
participate in the Brisbane International
which starts on Dec. 31 as he gears up for the
Australian Open, but a season blighted by in-
jury has changed the double Wimbledon
champion’s outlook.

“When I was fit and healthy last year
(2016), you think about winning all the major
events, getting to number one and winning
every competition that you are in and that is

what drives you,” Murray told Sky Sports.
“When you miss four or five months and

there has been a bit of uncertainty about my
hip (that changes). The goals change and I re-
member now how much I loved playing ten-
nis-it isn’t about winning every match I play in
the future or winning more slams.

“I want to get back to playing tennis, I want
to be fit and healthy and that is what is driving
me just now... I was pretty unhealthy for most
of this year and I am getting there but it is a
slow process.”

Djokovic suffered a year-long dip in form
before an elbow injury forced him to retire in
the Wimbledon quarter-finals. The Serb has
not played competitively since and underwent
surgery. “It’s been a real roller-coaster ride for
me for a year and a half with this issue,” world
number 12 Djokovic told Sport360 in an inter-
view ahead of his return at the World Tennis
Championship in Abu Dhabi.

“I’ve never had surgery in my life, I’ve never
had any major injuries that kept me away from
the tour for such a long time...  I’ve learned a
lesson because I really want to avoid getting
to that stage of an injury ever in my career
after this.

“I can’t wait to get back on the competition
level but it was a great experience for me to
have. And it was a somewhat necessary expe-
rience because I got maybe too comfortable
with not having major injuries.” — Reuters

in the closing seconds, also finished with 11
points in the victory. Kristaps Porzingis led
New York with 23 points to go along with 17
by Courtney Lee and 11 by Jarrett Jack. The
Knicks lost their third straight game. 

TIMBERWOLVES 128, 
NUGGETS 125 (OT)

Jimmy Butler scored 12 of his game-high 39
points in overtime to help Minnesota top Den-
ver. Butler picked up the slack in overtime after
Karl-Anthony Towns and Taj Gibson fouled out
and point guard Jeff Teague exited with an in-
jury. The Timberwolves won their fifth game in

a row while halting the Nuggets’ winning
streak at three games. Denver got 28 points
from Will Barton.

THUNDER 124, RAPTORS 107
Paul George had 33 points, and Russell

Westbrook added 30 points and 13 assists as
Oklahoma City beat Toronto. Carmelo Anthony
and Steven Adams contributed 18 points
apiece for the Thunder. C.J. Miles led the Rap-
tors with 20 points, and Jonas Valanciunas
added 16 points. DeMar DeRozan had 15
points but made just four of 16 shots from the
floor. — Reuters


