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KUWAIT: Secretary General of Kuwait and
Arab Shooting Federations Obaid Mnahi Al-Os-
aimi thanked HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his continued
support of shooters at Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club (KSSC) and his encouragement for them to
continue making achievements in all regional, in-
ternational and Olympic arenas.

Al-Osaimi was speaking during a meeting of
the Higher Organizing Committee (HOC) of HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah Seventh International Shooting Grand
Prix at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shoot-
ing Complex. 

The meeting discussed the latest prepara-
tions by the subcommittees each with its duties.
He said all preparations must be made early as
delegations will be arriving ahead of time for

training camps, so activities and other proce-
dures must go on smoothly from the minute the
delegation arrives until departure. 

Al-Osaimi said Kuwait is known for its out-
standing organization of major events and HH
the Amir Grand Prix is no exception and is now
on the international agenda and attracts well
known shooters from all over the world.

Heads of committees gave detailed explana-
tions on what has been done so far and pre-
sented their plans and duties of the committees’
members and the mechanism of coordinating
with other committees.

Obaid Al-Osaimi expressed his confidence in
all committees due to their experience in organ-
izing such an event. Al-Osaimi thanked all those
who attended the meeting and urged to exert all
efforts in order to come out with this champi-
onship the way that fits the name of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
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TOKYO: Former sumo grand champion Harumafuji was charged
yesterday for a brutal assault on a rival wrestler while out drinking
in a scandal that has humiliated Japan’s ancient sport. The Mon-
golian former “yokozuna”, sumo’s highest rank, however, faced a
summary indictment, a spokesman with a local public prosecutors
office told AFP, meaning he was expected to be fined but ex-
empted from standing trial.

Prosecutors decided to impose the lighter penalty on him
considering his retirement to take responsibility for the scandal,
Jiji Press said. The indictment came nearly a month after he
stepped down, apologising for the embarrassment caused by a
violent outburst in October that left countryman Takanoiwa with
a fractured skull.

“I’m truly sorry for hurting Takanoiwa mentally and physi-
cally,” Harumafuji told police, according to Jiji Press. Harumafuji’s
exit mirrors that of another Mongolian star, Asashoryu, who
stepped down in 2010 after being accused of breaking a man’s
nose in a drunken brawl outside a Tokyo nightclub.

Yokozuna are expected to be beyond moral reproach but the
writing was on the wall for Harumafuji after he confessed to hit-
ting Takanoiwa for texting his girlfriend while he was scolding him
over his poor attitude.

The 33-year-old Harumafuji, who reached sumo’s hallowed
rank five years ago, denied reports he had used a beer bottle in
the attack but admitted punching Takanoiwa and bashing him
with a karaoke remote control.

Takanoiwa, 27, was hospitalised after suffering concussion and
a fractured skull base in the fight, which broke out at a bar in the
western Japanese city of Tottori in late October, according to
local media.

His stable-master subsequently reported the incident to po-
lice, who invited Harumafuji in for questioning. The furore has
reopened old wounds in the closeted world of sumo after an
increase in violence, allegations of illegal betting, links with
crime syndicates and drug busts shook the roly-poly sport in
recent years.

A sumo stable-master was sentenced to six years in prison in
2007 after a trainee wrestler was beaten to death, triggering out-
rage across Japan. The 135-kilo (298-pound) Harumafuji, whose
nifty technique makes up for his relative lack of size, won nine
Emperor’s Cups before his fall from grace. — AFP
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TOKYO: This photo taken on January 6, 2017 shows
Mongolian-born sumo grand champion or “yokozuna”
Harumafuji performing a ring-entering ceremony at
Meiji Shrine in Tokyo. — AFP

LONDON: English Premiership side Worcester signed second
row Anton Bresler yesterday and announced Christian Scotland-
Williamson is leaving to chase his NFL dream. Scotland-
Williamson will go to Florida to work with NFL coaches over the
next few months in the hope of earning a place on one of the 32
teams for the 2018 season.

The 24-year-old made 23 appearances for Worcester after
joining them in 2014, with his time at the club disrupted by injuries.
Scotland-Williamson said: “This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity for me and one that I simply can’t turn down. 

“I’m incredibly excited about testing myself and trying to get
on the team roster at an NFL club.” Filling the gap left by his exit
is Namibian-born Bresler, who arrives from Edinburgh. Bresler,
29, who made 61 appearances for Edinburgh after joining them in
2014 from Super Rugby outfit The Sharks, said: “I’m genuinely ex-
cited at the prospect of playing Aviva Premiership rugby and can’t
wait to get out on the field to show what I can do.” —AFP
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