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Tibetan film-maker
flees China, arrives 

in United States
ATibetan film-maker jailed in China for making a

film about the Olympics and Tibet has arrived in
the United States after escaping from China, an

activist group that campaigned for his release said.
Dhondup Wangchen was jailed for six years in late
2009 in the western province of Qinghai after he made
a documentary in which ordinary Tibetans praised the
Dalai Lama and complained about how their culture
had been trampled upon. The film, “Leaving Fear Be-
hind”, features a series of interviews with Tibetans who
talk about how they still love their exiled spiritual
leader and thought the 2008 Beijing Olympics would
do little to improve their lives.

The film was shown in secret to a small group of for-
eign reporters in Beijing during the Olympics. In a state-
ment late on Wednesday in Beijing, the group Filming for
Tibet said Dhondup Wangchen had arrived in San Fran-
cisco that day. “After many years, this is the first time I’m
enjoying the feeling of safety and freedom,” the group
quoted him as saying. “I would like to thank everyone
who made it possible for me to hold my wife and children
in my arms again. However, I also feel the pain of having
left behind my country, Tibet.”

Dhondup Wangchen had been released from prison in
June 2014 in the Qinghai provincial capital of Xining but
remained under tight surveillance with his movements
and communications monitored, the group said.
“Dhondup Wangchen was able to successfully evade the
authorities and flee from his home area in Tibet and then
the People’s Republic of China altogether,” it added,
without giving details. Asked about the case, China’s For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regular
briefing that she was not aware of it. The Xining police
declined to comment and the Qinghai provincial govern-
ment did not answer telephone calls.

Qinghai, which borders the Tibet Autonomous Region,
is home to a large ethnic Tibetan population and is con-
sidered by many Tibetans as part of greater Tibet. It is
also the birthplace of exiled Tibetan spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama. Chinese forces entered Buddhist Tibet in
1950 in what the government terms a peaceful liberation,
and says its rule has brought prosperity and freedom to
what was a backward and feudal society, including free-
ing a million people from serfdom, China routinely rejects
accusations from exiles and rights groups of repression
and human rights abuses in the region. There have been
sporadic protests against Chinese rule in Tibetan parts
of China for the past few years, most seriously in 2008
ahead of the Beijing Olympics. — Reuters  
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Bono thinks music has “gotten very girly”. The 57-year-old
U2 frontman - whose real name is Paul David Hewson - has
had a career spanning almost 41 years with the band and

although coming from a rock background, Bono believes men
can now only express “anger” through hip-hop.  In an interview
with Rolling Stone magazine, Bono said: “I think music has got-
ten very girly. And there are some good things about that, but
hip-hop is the only place for young male anger at the moment -
and that’s not good. 

“When I was 16, I had a lot of anger in me. You need to find
a place for it and for guitars, whether it is with a drum machine
- I don’t care.  “The moment something becomes preserved, it
is over. You might as well put it in formaldehyde. “In the end,
what is rock & roll? Rage is at the heart of it. Some great rock
& roll tends to have that, which is why the Who were such a
great band. Or Pearl Jam. Eddie has that rage.” U2 have just
dropped their latest album, ‘Songs of Experience’.  But despite
his years of experience, Bono still finds songwriting to be very
“demanding”. He said: “I gave myself to the singing in new
ways, but there wasn’t a lot of going out and discovering the
places we were playing, the cities that we were playing, which
I really love to do. “Stepping inside the songs was more of an
ordeal than I thought it would be. They are very demanding in
terms of their emotional - what word am I looking for?...?forth-
rightness.  “And then we were preparing for ‘Songs of Experi-
ence’. All that promotion takes a lot more work than I
remember, but if you believe in the songs, you have to defend
and present them.”— Bang Showbiz
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Gigi Hadid
doesn’t care

for skin 
Gigi Hadid is “very bad” at looking after her skin. The 22-

year-old model shuns traditional beauty rules such as tak-
ing off her make-up before she goes to bed, but her

make-up artist, Erin Parsons, thinks her client is lucky as it doesn’t
really matter because she has a “naturally beautiful” complexion.
Erin said: “She’s very bad at looking after her skin and sometimes
sleeps in her make-up. “If you fall asleep in your make-up, using
an exfoliant and eye masks can remedy the effects. “But Gigi has
naturally beautiful skin. It always looks fresh and buttery.” When
she isn’t working, Gigi - who is dating Zayn Malik - favours a
more natural make-up look and admitted she feels “intimidated”
by the flawless faces she sees on Instagram.

She said: “I think I’ve always been intimidated by Instagram
generation make-up. “I love it on other girls, but I don’t have their
make-up skills. And on my days off, I don’t want to apply a full
face of make-up - that’s what I do for my job.” But even on a
down day, the blonde beauty will always be wearing her beloved
nude lipstick. She said in a recent interview: “Everyone has their
thing they do before they leave the house - a nude lip is mine. It
makes me feel put together, instantly. “On a normal Saturday,
when I don’t want to wear much make-up, I will do a nude lip and
an eye contour they’re what I call my bits.” Gigi met Erin on a
Pirelli calendar shoot when she was just 16 and they always enjoy
working together. Erin recalled: “She was a kid back then and
had this baby face. “I hadn’t heard of her before but when I did
her make-up, her face completely transformed. “We started
working together on more shoots and just clicked. “We have fun
because we’re such good friends.”—Bang Showbiz Gigi Hadid 


