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Kuwait vows
GCC to keep 
operating; US
ties not affected 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s deputy foreign minister
said on Wednesday that the six-nation Gulf Co-
operation Council would continue to operate
despite a row among three of its members and
Qatar that it has unsuccessfully sought to me-
diate. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain plus non-GCC member Egypt cut
off diplomatic, travel and trade ties with Qatar
in June, accusing it of supporting militants and
their arch-foe Iran. Doha denies the charges
and says their move is aimed at curtailing its
sovereignty.

Western nations have called for the coun-
tries, which are all close US allies, to settle their
differences in talks. The heads of state from the
three boycotting countries skipped a GCC sum-
mit hosted by Kuwait’s ruler in December, and
the UAE called for the formation of a bilateral
committee with Saudi Arabia on economic, po-
litical and military issues.

But Kuwait appears determined to preserve
the loose union set up in 1980 as a bulwark

against larger neigh-
bors Iraq and Iran,
and said its reconcil-
iation efforts would
proceed. Despite the
spat which appears
to have no end in
sight, the GCC’s
work “will not be
frozen or disrupted”,
Khaled Al-Jarallah
was quoted by state
news agency KUNA

as telling reporters on the sidelines of a confer-
ence in Kuwait. “After the summit in Kuwait, we
are not worried about the future of the council,”
Jarallah added. “Mediation efforts have not
stopped, and a breakthrough will be achieved
one day.”

Jarallah also affirmed Kuwaiti-US relations
have not been jeopardized by Kuwaiti opposi-
tion to the US recognition of Jerusalem as capital
of Israel. Relations between the two countries
are strategic and extend to partnership in vari-
ous realms, Jarallah told reporters at the Saud
Al-Nasser Al-Sabah Diplomatic Institute.
Kuwait has clarified its stance and conveyed its
concerns to the American side, he noted. On Dec
6, US President Donald Trump recognized the
occupied Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, and
decided to move the US Embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem. On the same day, the Kuwaiti for-
eign ministry expressed profound regret over
the US decision. — Agencies 
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RIYADH: Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud and First Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah held a meeting yesterday, discussing
ways to further bolster the brotherly ties. King
Salman welcomed the Kuwaiti official to the

kingdom, with the latter conveying greetings
from HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the Saudi monarch.
Senior Saudi and Kuwaiti officials attended the
meeting. King Salman held a luncheon banquet
after the reception. —KUNA 

Saudi King Salman meets Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

Kuwaitis longed 
for rain, saved 
precious water 
in olden times
KUWAIT: With the beginning of winter,
Kuwaitis of yore welcomed the rains that usu-
ally fall in the period of November to April.
They used to welcome the season with special
songs that some of us still sing nowadays, such
as ‘teg ya matar teg’, ‘baitna yedeed,
merzamna hadeed’ (fall rain, our house is new
and our rain drainpipe is made of iron) and ‘ya
um al-ghaith ghetheina, khalli al-matar yey-
eena’ (oh, mother of rain, help us and let rain
fall on us). 

Kuwait’s arid desert climate forced old
Kuwaitis to learn about various weather con-
ditions, types of various clouds and the rain
accompanying each type. According to

Kuwaiti heritage researcher Hussein Al-Qat-
tan, Kuwaitis gave different names to different
types of rainfall. “They used ‘nemaily’ for light
drizzling rain and ‘deemah’ for heavy rain that
fell continuously for two or three days,” he ex-
plained, noting that they also used ‘sail’ for
flooding rain and ‘sahab’ for heavy showers
washing away whatever came in their way.
Qattan added that Kuwaitis also used the term
‘reshrash’ for light showers of rain and the term
‘mezemat’ for lightning and thunderstorms.
“They used the term ‘Wasm’ for the season
between autumn and winter” he said. 

Due to scarcity of freshwater, Kuwaitis
were keen on saving rainwater by building
roofs that were slightly inclined to help water
flow into a ‘barcha’; a trench usually dug in the
center of the house, lining its inner walls with
cement to conserve the water inside. Kuwaitis
also used ‘shutters’ - thick sail-like sheets of
cloth used as canopies hung over the house’s
inner yard with a hole centered right above the
‘barcha’ to direct rainwater into it. They saved
rainwater falling on roads and alleys by digging
special holes and building primitive sand berms
to prevent the water from flowing into the sea,
and used it for various purposes. — KUNA

Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen Mahmoud Al-Doussary meets US Ambassador Laurence Silverman.

Doussary meets Tunisian Ambassador Ahmed bin Al-Sagheer. 

Saudi King, Kuwaiti Defense 
Minister discuss bilateral ties

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt
Gen Mahmoud Al-Doussary yesterday received
US Ambassador to Kuwait Laurence Silverman
at his office. The officials discussed bilateral re-

lations and Kuwait’s role in supporting regional
peace and security. Doussary also received the
Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Ahmed bin Al-
Sagheer. Both sides discussed issues related to
the Tunisian community in Kuwait and bilateral
relations between both countries. 

MoI undersecretary
meets ambassadors

E-media strongly 
competing against 
traditional media
KUWAIT: Electronic media have become a
strong competitor against their traditional
counterparts, Information Minister Mohammad
Al-Jabri said yesterday. The ministry of infor-
mation said Jabri’s statement came during his

reception of the head of Kuwait’s Union of
Electronic Media (UEM) Faisal Al-Sawaq. Al-
though electronic media is becoming more
dominant, it is very important to work within
boundaries to make sure that the media mes-
sage is delivered in a professional and ethical
manner, said the minister. 

Sawaq said that UEM abided by law 8/2016
concerning electronic media, affirming that it
was a national duty that ensures social security
and welfare. Jabri also held another meeting
yesterday with members of the Kuwait account-
ants and auditors association, discussing with
them ways to bolster cooperation between the
ministry and the association. — KUNA


