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Established 1961 

Members of a Lebanese water ski club perform while dressed in Santa Clause outfits in the bay of Jounieh.— AFP 

Braving whistles, catcalls and vulgar remarks,
Karachi’s female taxi drivers are determined to stay
on the road to ferry women safely around the teem-

ing city - from home to the office, to college and even to
late night wedding parties. Since March, women in
Pakistan’s commercial hub have been able to hail the pink
taxis - called Paxis - by phone, app or simply by flagging
one down on the street. The women drivers say they have
faced harassment from other road users, but will perse-
vere with the service. “This (harassment) that we face is
the occupational hazard of this job. It’s best to ignore
such people, they will get used to sharing the roads with
us!” said Shamina Bano, 43, a mother of grown-up sons
and one of the drivers with the first ever gender-segre-
gated taxi service.

Wearing a hot pink headscarf, Bano said she left her
previous job as a personal secretary after her boss
started making “untoward advances”. “Working in an
all-female environment feels so much more comfortable;
I don’t have to look over my shoulder anymore,” she
said. The app asks potential riders the number of pas-
sengers and if there are any men accompanying them. If
the man is between 12 and 70 years old, the request will
be turned down.

Mehreen Faizan, 28, also a Paxi driver, had initially
applied to work for another taxi service. “When I found
out I’d have to chauffeur male clients as well, my husband
was not very happy about it. He then suggested I apply
here,” she said. Commuting in the sweltering city of 20
million is often an ordeal for women. A report by
Karachi’s Urban Resource Center found most female
commuters experience some form of sexual harassment
while using public transport.

And before the pink taxis, getting a cab in Karachi
could also be unpleasant for women. From sitting in
“messy and smelly cars” to being driven by drivers who
are lost but refuse to use the GPS system, to being stared
at through the rear view mirror or driven too fast, there is
a long list of complaints women commuters have against
male taxi drivers. Women drivers, however, are careful

and happy to accept directions, said regular pink taxi
users. “It’s very reassuring and comfortable,” said Sobia
Athar, a college lecturer, who uses the service regularly
despite it being a bit more expensive than other taxis.

Ready for expansion
Bano said during the wedding season from December

to March she is busy shuttling women to festivities which
may continue till very late at night.  Nuzhat Siddiqi, an
environmentalist and working mother said she prefers the
idea of women drivers for her family. “I would certainly
not be too keen to send kids and young maids or
teenaged daughters with male taxi drivers alone,” she
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. By the end of this
year the company would have doubled its fleet of cars
from 15 at its launch to 30. 

And Paxis are soon to appear on the streets of Sukkur
in Sindh province and then to Peshawar close to
Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan, said Shaikh M. Zahid,
the founder of the service. Peshawar lies in the highly
conservative province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where
strict purdah is observed. “It has a much higher ratio of
educated women, but due to lack of a safe transport sys-
tem, their mobility is greatly compromised and their full
potential to be productive citizens gets somewhat lost,”
said Zahid.

“I got very good vibes from informal talks I’ve been
conducting with women there who say they would love
having women drivers ferry them across the city.” said
Zahid, who has also held informal talks with religious
leaders to explain the advantages of a women-only trans-
port service. The challenge is finding enough female driv-
ers. “It was initially difficult to convince parents and fam-
ilies to let their womenfolk take this up in Karachi,” said
Zahid. “Today, these same women have become such
strong role models for others and the response has been
amazing.” — Reuters

With a green light from Karachi, Pakistan’s 
women-only taxis eye new cities

Man tells girlfriend not to accept
promotion due to being on more money 

A man was overheard telling his girlfriend not to accept
a promotion at work - because she’d be on more money
than him. The unnamed couple were heard having an
argument in an airport and one woman documented the
whole conversation on Twitter. She wrote: “Couple
beside me at the airport is arguing over money. He just
told her if she loved him she’d turn down the promotion
bc everyone would know she’d be making more money
than him and he’d be humiliated. Holy s**t is that really
still a thing? (sic)” The man apparently told his girl-
friend that when they are married with kids she
wouldn’t be working so “no point focusing on her
career”. After detailing the conversation, the woman
ended revealing the girlfriend was applauded by
onlookers when she walked away. The Twitter user then
wrote a tweet directly to the woman saying: “Dear

Brave Airport Lady, if
you ever see this, just
know that although I’m
sorry you went through
this (esp during the
holidays), I hope that,
one day, you look back
on this as a defining
moment in your life.
Never settle. Follow
your heart. You are a
goddess (sic)”

Magazine dubs Christmas 
Day present opening vulgar 

Apparently opening Christmas presents before break-
fast is considered “vulgar”. London-based fashion
magazine Tatler featured a columnist who dubbed the
Christmas Day tradition as “vulgar and unbridled.” The
column read: “Are you one of those families who open
their presents before breakfast on Christmas Day? “Oh
dear. That’s considered a bit vulgar and unbridled.
Sorry, we didn’t make the rules, it just is. “For presents
under the tree it is generally considered more accept-

able to wait until that
lull between the morn-
ing church service and
lunch. “If you’re very
grand, you may even
wait until after lunch
and a bracing walk, but
this also requires you
to have children with
the self-control of an
ancient yogi.”

Star Wars fans try flying to fictional planet 
‘Star Wars’ fans have been trying to visit the fictional
planet of Ahch-to.  Kiwi.com has found the British pub-
lic are desperately searching for the fictional land,
which doesn’t exist, as they have noticed hundreds of
people have searched for the fictional planet where
exiled Jedi Master Luke Skywalker lives in ‘Star Wars:
The Last Jedi’. The real location is Skellig Michael in the
southern coast of Ireland, but Stephen Davis - who
works at the flight booking site - has admitted he can-

not take passengers to Ahch-to but offers flights to the
real-life island where the movie is filmed instead. He
said: “‘Star Wars’ continues to influence holidaymakers
to plan trips that are truly out of this world.  “It’s clear
The Force is strong with the latest episode, with Brits

keen to fly to Luke
Skywalker’s home to
learn the ways of the
Jedi first hand.
“Although we can’t fly
you to Ahch-to, we
have plenty of flights
to the southern coast
of Ireland, where the
picturesque filming
location Luke calls
home is situated.”

Brits prefer Game of Thrones over Queen’s Speech 
A study has found over half of British people would
prefer to watch ‘Game of Thrones’ than the Queen’s
speech this Christmas. According to new research,
which was carried out by EMP, 56 per cent of UK resi-
dents are more interested in watching the hit HBO show
than tuning in to the annual Christmas message from
the Royal family, while 24 per cent of people have
admitted they are more familiar with the show than the
nativity story. Although ‘Game of Thrones’, which sees
Kit Harington portray Jon Snow in the production,
came to an end this summer, it is still popular among
the nation as over 20 per cent of the public would do
anything to receive merchandise relating to the pro-
gram this Christmas. Ajay Nassa - who is the managing
director at EMP - said: “Nobody could have predicted
that the ‘Game of Thrones’ phenomenon would take on
such huge Christmas traditions - and win - but it’s clear
that ‘Game of Thrones’ fans eat, sleep, breathe (and
wear!) their favorite show with pride. “Traditional
Christmas gifts are certainly not off the table, but at
EMP we are here to give everything a ‘Thrones’ twist
and enable you to give someone a gift they will really
love this Christmas.”

Santa teams up with easyJet
to surprise passengers 

Santa Claus will be taking to the skies this Christmas on
EasyJet’s in-flight grottos. Father Christmas has been
flying around the world for more than 1,700 years, but
the legendary festive figure is set to meet 20,000 pas-
sengers in person in advance of Christmas Day as part
of the British airline’s latest initiative.  EasyJet are set to
launch over 100 flights across Europe over the festive
period, and to celebrate this Saint Nicholas will surprise
children and families on board a flight to help travellers
get into the “festive feeling”.  Tina Milton - who is the
head of the EasyJet’s cabin crew said: “We fly millions of

people home or on hol-
iday over the Christmas
period and we want to
get the festive feeling
started on board.  “We
have hired the world’s
most famous pilot to fly
on more than 100
selected flights and
give over 20,000 pas-
sengers an incredible
surprise.”

— Bang Showbiz

Bizarre news

A sign welcomes visitors to “Arbo & Santa’s Dog Park”, a residential front yard full of Christmas decorations set up by
“Mr Holiday”, a resident of Washington, DC who celebrates every single holiday of the year. — AFP 


