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BUENOS AIRES: Scientists in Argentina have
found the remains of a giant carnivorous marine
reptile, or plesiosaur, that lived 150 million years
ago in Antarctica. The four-finned reptile, which
measured up to 12 meters long, dates from the late
Jurassic period and is the most ancient creature
ever discovered on the continent.

Soledad Cavalli, a paleontologist at Argentina’s
National Scientific and Technical Research
Council, said: “At this site, you can find a great
diversity of fish, ammonites, some bivalves, but we
did not expect to find such an ancient plesiosaur.”
The “surprising” discovery has never been docu-
mented, according to a statement from the
National University of La Matanza, near Buenos
Aires. “The discovery is pretty extraordinary,
because the rock types at the site weren’t thought
conducive to the preservation of bones, like the
vertebrae of this marine reptile,” Cavalli said.

The discovery site was a two-hour helicopter
journey from Argentina’s Marambio Base on the tip
of Antarctica, with the researchers set to continue
their work in January, during the southern hemi-
sphere’s summer. 

Marcelo Reguero of the Argentine Antarctic
Institute (IAA) added that Antarctica was at the
time part of the Gondwana continent, which also
included Australia, New Zealand, India,
Madagascar, Africa and South America, before
continental drift pushed them apart. — AFP 
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France to probe Lactalis 
baby milk salmonella scare

The group has now recalled all of its production
PARIS: French prosecutors have opened a
probe into salmonella contamination and a
major international recall of baby milk pro-
duced by dairy giant Lactalis, a legal
source said yesterday. The investigation
will focus on possible charges of causing
involuntary injuries and endangering the
lives of others but also possible cheating
and failures in carrying out a product
recall, the source said. 

Reports of some 20 children falling sick
after consuming Lactalis powdered milk-
sold under several different brand names in
France and abroad, including Picot and
Milumel-first emerged in early December.
The company, one of the world’s largest
producers of dairy products, ordered a
first major recall on December 10 of nearly
7,000 tons of packets produced by a con-
taminated factory in Craon, northwest
France. At the time, it said it did not know
how much of the potentially dangerous
powder had been consumed or was in
shops around the world and it announced a
second, wider recall on December 21. 

The group has now recalled all of its
production from the Craon factory since
February 15, blaming the contamination on
renovation work carried out earlier this
year. Lactalis could not be reached for
comment yesterday. 

The product withdrawals have affected
consumers in countries as far afield as

China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Britain and
Sudan, underlining the company’s global
reach and the difficulty in tracing all the
potentially at-risk powder. Salmonella
symptoms include severe diarrhea, stom-
ach cramps and vomiting.  The illness-
caused by intestinal bacteria from farm

animals-is especially dangerous for the
very young and elderly because it can
cause severe dehydration.

The baby milk industry was shaken by a
huge scare in China in 2008 when local
manufacturers were found to be bulking
their product with an industrial chemical.

Six babies died and around 300,000 oth-
ers were made ill. The scare in the vast and
growing Chinese market benefited rival
companies such as Lactalis and fellow
French giant Danone, which were more
expensive but were seen by consumers as
safe and high quality.

Sixteen babies hospitalized 
A total of 35 infants have fallen sick

with salmonella poisoning in France since
August including 16 who were hospitalized,
an unusually high number that sparked
fears of an epidemic. Of these, 31 were
found to have consumed Lactalis products
from its factory in Craon, which was shut
down on December 8 for a major cleaning.

The company believes the salmonella
outbreak can be traced to an evaporation
tower used to dry out the milk at the facto-
ry it acquired in 2006. The plant had suf-
fered salmonella contamination the previ-
ous year. 

Quentin Guillemain, the father of a
three-month-old baby who drank the milk
but did not fall ill, has filed a complaint
against Lactalis and the UFC Que Choisir
consumer association announced plans to
do so. Guillemain has set up a support
group for the families of infants sickened
by the milk. The legal probe was opened
by prosecutors in Paris specialised in pub-
lic health issues. — AFP 

Gaza zookeeper puts 
lion cubs up for sale
GAZA CITY, Palestinian Territories: The owner of a pri-
vate zoo in the impoverished Gaza Strip has put three
lion cubs up for sale, saying he can no longer afford to

feed them.  Mohammad Ahmad Jumaa took to social
media to advertise the animals at 3,500 Jordanian dinars
($5,000) each. “Because of the bad economic situation
and the difficulty of finding food and drink (for the ani-
mals), I was forced to put up for sale three cubs born
around a month ago,” he said.

He said he needed the money to pay for the upkeep of the
rest of his pride-two male and three female lions.  Jumaa, who
has owned the animal park in Rafah on the border with Egypt
for 23 years, said feeding his animals costs around $345 a

month. He had named the cubs Palestine, Al-Quds (Jerusalem
in Arabic), and Erdogan (after Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan). He had received calls about the advert on
Facebook but had not so far sold any of the cubs. In 2016, a
tiger, two turtles, two eagles, two porcupines, a pelican, an
emu and a deer were transferred from a dilapidated Gaza zoo
to new homes in South Africa, Jordan and Israel. Many other
animals died because of poor conditions as the owners ran
out of money in the enclave hit by three wars with Israel since
2008 and a decade-long Israeli blockade. — AFP

CRAON: This file photo taken on December 4, 2017 shows the Celia dairy
company’s infant milk factory that belongs to the LNS Lactalis group. — AFP 


