
KUWAIT: The Q30 is Infiniti’s daring foray into the new fast-
growing segment of premium compact vehicles that young-
sters desire. It evolves Infiniti’s new signature design cues
into a more stylish and fluid profile that alludes dynamism.
One of the prominent styling touches of the Q30 is its dou-
ble-arch grille with a
unique 3D mesh. The sig-
nature C-pillar arcs for-
ward in a dynamic crescent
shape that emphasizes
motion, even when station-
ary. The contrast of the
long, low-slung roof-line,
conjuring an image of a
rakish shooting brake in
silhouette, and elevated
stance add to the visual
impact. This also adds to a
sleek look that gives the
impression of the car being
in motion even when
standing still. The balance of sculptural shapes moving past
one another creates a harmonious design that can be appre-
ciated at a glance.

The Q30’s elevated stance makes for an important charac-
teristic that makes it stand out amongst the crowd. The height
(1,495mm) allows for a higher hip point (531mm), which aids
ingress and egress. The A-pillar design is intentionally slim,
contributing to enhanced visibility for a confident driving
experience. 

Technologically, the Q30 is equipped with a wide range of
gizmos making it the best in the segment. Assistive technolo-
gy aids such as Around View Monitor with Moving Object
Detection, Forward Collision Warning with Forward
Emergency Braking and Blind Sport Warning are geared to
make the enthralling driving experience safer. The Intelligent
Parking Assist - a segment first - can adapt to the three key
parking situations - tight parallel parking, 90-degree back-
ing-in, and angular parking. The technology uses 12 sensors

strategically located around the car automatically steers the
Q30 into place while the driver only controls the brake and
accelerator. 

Under the hood, the INFINITI Q30 will be powered by
1.6L or 2.0L Turbo engines in a 2WD configuration. For

enthusiasts, the 2.0L Turbo
is also offered with an
optional AWD drivetrain.
The 2.0L Turbo engine is a
power-horse as it delivers
208hp and 350Nm torque.
At peak performance, the
Infiniti Q30 blasts from 0-
to-100kph in 7.3 seconds. 

Infiniti Al-Babtain
encourages its customers to
explore the unique features
of the Q30 by visiting the
Infiniti showroom located in
Al-Rai. The showroom is
open daily except Fridays. 
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HMD Global 
celebrates one year 
as the new home of 
Nokia phones
KUWAIT: HMD Global, the home of Nokia phones, today
celebrates its first birthday. In just 12 months, the start-up
has made 12 major announcements including the introduction
of eleven new devices, and global partnerships with industry
heavyweights such as ZEISS. Throughout this fast-paced
period, the home of Nokia phones has been guided and
motivated by the enthusiasm of its rapidly expanding fan
base. 

With the ambition of being truly global from day one,
HMD Global has already released its new portfolio of six
Nokia smartphones and five feature phones in over 80 mar-
kets with activations in 170 countries, delivering websites in
48 languages and setting up solid foundations for future
growth. 

Fast paced growth and scale
HMD Global arrived on the scene to incredible fanfare,

marked by the return of the Nokia 3310 at Mobile World
Congress 2017, and the introduction of its first, global wave
of Android smartphones. The new portfolio won over 20
awards at the show and sold out across markets. Today,
Nokia phones are on sale across more than 80 countries on
45 local websites across 48 languages. Devices have already
been activated in more than 170 countries.

During its first year, HMD Global has forged major strate-
gic partnerships with industry leaders, including Nokia,
Google, Foxconn and ZEISS. Over the next year, the compa-
ny’s commitment to those partnerships aims to deliver pur-
poseful innovation to fans and set new standards for what
you can expect from a smartphone.

Overwhelming response from fans
Demonstrating incredible passion, engagement, and

enthusiasm for the new portfolio, the response from fans
around the world has been humbling. More than a million
people watched the livestream from the launch of the Nokia
3310 and Nokia 3, Nokia 5 and Nokia 6 at MWC 2017.
Online, there have been more than 200 million video views

and 87 million website visits over the past year. And with a
2.2 million-strong following on Facebook, fans are vocal and
engaged. 

Florian Seiche, CEO of HMD Global, said: “After the
amazing year we’ve had, I first want to thank our fans for
such an incredible response. Their engagement, enthusiasm
and love for our new Nokia phones and what we’re trying to
achieve has been what’s made each and every major
announcement possible. It really demonstrates the value of
reaching out to people, building communities and listening to
what they want to see in their phones. With the progress
we’ve made and the response we’ve received, I know I speak
for everyone when I say I’m thrilled to see what 2018 holds
for us and our fans.”

Sanmeet Kochhar, General Manager, Middle East, at HMD
Global, said:  “The Middle East represents a key growth mar-
ket for HMD, and it has been exciting to witness how digital
technology is transforming lives throughout the region. Our
entire product portfolio has been designed in alignment with
what our fans want from our devices in terms of features and
design, and our aim is to provide an innovative and unique
experience. We have been inspired by the response we’ve
received from consumers in the past year, and we are looking
forward to seeing what the upcoming 12 months have in store
for us.”

Product commitment and achievements
With a comprehensive and differentiated product portfo-

lio delivered in just one year, HMD Global has maintained its
commitment to delivering pure Android to all its smart-
phones. Staying true to the famous design heritage of Nokia
phones, each device is crafted with three guiding principles
in mind - technology with purpose, human design, and pure,
secure and up-to-date Android.

The home of Nokia phones is also delighted to now bring
Android OreoTM  to its portfolio. Starting with Nokia 8, the
update rolls out to fans in even more countries today, com-
plementing the pure Android ethos with features like Android
Instant Apps and Background Limits. 

Juho Sarvikas, Chief Product Officer of HMD Global, said:
“We started our journey with huge expectations from fans
and huge responsibility to deliver on the legacy of Nokia
phones. True to our Scandinavian roots, we designed beauti-
ful devices adhering to the build-quality you expect from the
heritage of Nokia phones.  We took no shortcuts in integrat-
ing the latest technology to enhance your real-life experi-
ences. At the same time, we delivered innovative propositions
such as the Dual-Sight experience on Nokia 8 and the
extraordinary 2-day battery life on Nokia 2.” 

VIVA to offer Huawei
Mate 10 & Mate 10
Pro in Stores
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most devel-
oped telecom operator, announced it will offer the Huawei
Mate 10 and Mate 10 Pro devices with KD 13.5 and KD 15
postpaid plans, with the world’s first AI processor inside, in its
stores.

The new Huawei Mate 10 comes with exclusive features
that packs the punch with a combination of power and speed,
amazing cutting edge technology making it adaptive to the
customers’ needs, in addition to 5.9-inch screen and HDR10
technology for intensely vivid and bright colors.

As for Huawei Mate 10 Pro, it comes with a host of exclu-
sive features making it powerful, elegant and lightning fast,
water resistant, cutting edge technology that makes it adaptive
to the customers’ needs, in addition to 6-inch screen and
HDR10 technology for intensely vivid and bright colors. 

Both devices features ergonomically curved glass, 10 nm
tech, 8-core CPU and 12-core GPU, industry-leading 4000
mAh battery, SuperCharge tech for whole day’s use with 20-
minute charge, new Leica Dual Lens with f/1.6 aperture for
beautiful shallow depth of field pictures, blur-free shots of
objects on the move, 20MP monochrome sensor and 12MP
RGB sensor, intelligent cell search to stay connected, even
when traveling at high speed.

VIVA is the fastest-growing telecom operator in Kuwait.
Launched in December 2008, VIVA makes things ‘More’ for its
customers by transforming communication, information and

entertainment experiences. The company has rapidly estab-
lished an unrivalled position in the market through its customer
centric approach. VIVA’s quest is to be the mobile brand of
choice in Kuwait by being transparent, engaging, energetic and
fulfilling. VIVA continues to take a considerable share of the
market by offering an innovative range of best value products,
services and content propositions; a state of the art, nationwide
network and world-class service. VIVA offers internet speeds
of more than 100 Mbps, due to the implementation of the most
advanced fourth generation (4G LTE) network in Kuwait
resulting in superior coverage, performance and reliability. 

Decoding the enigma
of bitcoin mining
By Dr Wafa Sbaiti

A boy asked his dad to buy him 1 bitcoin as a present for his
birthday. Dad: “What? You mean $15,554 for a birthday
present? $14,354 is a lot of money young man! What do you
need $16,872 for anyway?”

Unless you’ve been living under a rock for
the past year or so, you must have heard of bit-
coin. The digital currency has been making
headlines everywhere and one of the most
searched for terms on Google in 2017.

The crypto currency has greatly exceeded
all expectations and risen to levels that no one
could have imagined. However, bitcoin has also
received a good deal of criticism, mainly
because of its highly volatile nature. If you’ve
heard of bitcoin but don’t know enough, this
article will help you get up to speed with the
crypto currency mania that is sweeping across the world.

What is bitcoin
At its core, Bitcoin is a currency that is based entirely

online. Bitcoin was started in 2009 by programmers and
technology geeks, mainly from Japan. Though no one is
quite sure of who was the original creator, the mysterious
name of Satoshi Nakamoto is often credited for having
designed the system. Mining operations and transaction
servers were set up first in Japan followed by US and else-
where. According to crypto experts, Bitcoin started as a
hobby for tech-geeks more than an attempt to create a dig-
ital currency. Bitcoin supporters claim that it has all the
characteristics of regular fiat money. It is a store of value,
medium of exchange for trading and easily measurable
against other commodities. It is divisible into smaller units
and a liquid asset.

The block chain technology
Bitcoin is based on the block chain technology. Block

chain is a ledger of accounts that records how many bit-
coins are in existence and who owns what amount. The
ledger is maintained by a network of bitcoin servers spread
around the world. Every time someone tries to make a
transaction in the currency, a query is sent to the network to
authenticate it. Resolving the query requires solving a com-
plex mathematical equation.  The first mining server that
resolves the query in the most efficient manner authenti-
cates the transaction and adds it to the ledger as a new
block. Computers on the whole network then update their
own record.

In order to get bitcoin, you need an ‘electronic wallet’,
which is a bitcoin address specifically assigned to a person.
You can get bitcoin by mining or buying them from some-
one who already has some bitcoins to sell. 

The fluctuations in bitcoin
The one good (or bad?) thing about internet is that it

speeds up everything. Bitcoin is based entirely online and the
quick-paced nature of the internet affects it as well. Bitcoin
was designed to be a decentralized form of currency and
there is no central bank or government to control the money
supply. This is the reason why the crypto currency is more
susceptible to rising and falling demand. Its value goes up
and down more than any other fiat currency in circulation.

The Bitcoin protocol also makes it impossible to add
more Bitcoin into the ecosystem to cope with rising demand.
The maximum number of Bitcoin that can be added through
mining is fixed at 21 million and the number that gets mined
every 10 minutes diminishes with time. The value of Bitcoin is
completely dependent on the market’s demand factor. 

When there is an upsurge in demand due to rising
awareness and interest, the price shoots through the roof,
which can be good for investors. 

When people start selling because of bad news in the
media, no central authority can step in to keep it from falling
which is equally bad. Bitcoin perfectly incorporates the free

market economic model which makes it a libertarian dream
come true. But this also makes the currency very volatile
and a risky proposition invest and hold.

The risks associated with bitcoin
Bitcoin skeptics give four main reasons to be wary of the

digital currency. First, many skeptics have pointed out that
the currency is made entirely out of thin air. It is nothing
more than a record of historic transaction. Some CEO’s and
financial analysts have called it a ‘fraud’ and compared it to
the Tulip Mania craze that gripped the Dutch during the sev-

enteenth century.
Second, the currency is not backed or accept-

ed by governments around the world. Many have
pointed out that the national central banks will
never accept bitcoin because they cannot control
it. This was one of the strengths of bitcoin as
investors buying bitcoin wanted freedom from
government control. However, in the long run, it
might turn out to be one of the hurdles in its
widespread acceptance. Third, critics point out
that bitcoin is in a speculative bubble. The sharp
increase in bitcoin price over the last year is
unprecedented in recent history. Bitcoin jumped

from $1,000 at the start of 2017 to over $17,000 by the
year-end. That is an increase of 1700 percent, and skeptics
believe that it will crash soon. Lastly, IT experts have also
raised questions on the security measures of the block chain
protocol. The online currency will become a target of cyber-
attacks and hacking, if its value keeps rising the way it is
going. Bitcoin transactions are completely anonymous with
no way of tracking hackers and thieves.

Government regulations 
Most governments around the world have not been hap-

py with the digital currency and attempted to regulate it.
China banned Crypto currency exchanges operating inside
the county in September. This caused a huge drop in inter-
national bitcoin trading from that country. Russia has similar-
ly warned its citizens from trading in bitcoin, calling it a risky
and dangerous investment. 

Japan and South Korea have been more receptive to bit-
coin. Some banks in Japan offer bitcoin deposit accounts and
also provide digital currency trading services. Investors from
South Korea have been aggressively buying the coin and
considered responsible for the price hike. United States is
leading the way in bitcoin trade. The country has more than
500 bitcoin ATMs and trading volumes from the US alone
account for roughly 40 percent of international bitcoin trade.

Future options trading in bitcoin
Recently bitcoin received a great boost in credibility and

recognition when its real-world trading launched for the first
time at US exchanges. Two of the biggest future contract
market makers, Chicago Board Options Exchange (CBOE)
and Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) had announced
plans to offer bitcoin future options for their client in mid-
December. Bitcoin launched at CBOE on the 10th of
December to a roaring success. Bitcoin which was trading
online at around $15,000 online at that time jumped to over
$18,000 in the futures market. Bitcoin spot price gradually
rose through the week to coincide with the price in the
futures market at roughly $17,500. Financial investors
expect great things to happen for the digital currency after it
is added to CME, the biggest futures market in the world, on
the 18th of December.

Future predictions about Bitcoin
The coin has seen a rollercoaster ride through 2017. Both

supporters and skeptics of bitcoin have predicted many
things for the crypto currency over time. Supporters had
claimed during the year that bitcoin will hit $10,000 before
the end of 2017. The coin reached and surpassed that by a
long stretch. It is currently trading in the market around
$17,900 and may very well end the year over $20,000.

While some of the outspoken critics believe that bitcoin
will bust and drop to zero soon, some of the more enthusias-
tic supporters predict that the coin will reach $100,000 by
2020. The digital currency is so volatile that either one could
be correct.  — Dr Wafa Sbaiti, Professor of Finance,
American University of Kuwait


