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NEW YORK: Jake Elliott kicked a 48-yard field goal with
22 seconds remaining and the Philadelphia Eagles clinched
the No 1 seed in the NFC and homefield advantage
throughout the playoffs with a narrow 19-10 victory over
the Oakland Raiders Monday night at Lincoln Financial
Field. Eagles quarterback Nick Foles looked shaky but
improved to 2-0 since Carson Wentz went down with a
torn ACL. Foles went 19 of 38 for 163 yards, one touch-
down and one interception as the Eagles improved to 13-2
overall and 7-0 at home. The Eagles conclude the regular
season on Sunday at home against the Dallas Cowboys.
The Eagles were also 13-2 in 2004 when they advanced to
the Super Bowl. Oakland quarterback Derek Carr finished
15 of 29 for 140 yards, one touchdown and two intercep-
tions. The Raiders, who had already been eliminated from
playoff contention, fell to 6-9.

STEELERS 34, TEXANS 6
Ben Roethlisberger threw two touchdown passes and the

Pittsburgh Steelers clinched a first-round NFL playoff bye
Monday by routing the Houston Texans 34-6. The Steelers
matched New England atop the American Conference at 12-
3 but Pittsburgh can only take the top-seed spot by beating
Cleveland (0-15) next Sunday and have the Patriots lose to
the New York Jets (5-10). Pittsburgh’s Chris Boswell kicked
a 34-yard field goal 4:16 into the first quarter to open the
scoring at Houston. Roethlisberger flipped a five-yard
touchdown pass to Justin Hunter only 3:45 later to give the
Steelers a 10-0 edge.

Roosevelt Nix scored on a one-yard run to cap an 11-
play, 80-yard march that put Pittsburgh ahead 17-0 and
Boswell added a 36-yard field goal to lift the Steelers ahead
20-0 at halftime. Le’Veon Bell added a 10-yard touchdown
run to stretch Pittsburgh’s lead but Houston’s DeAndre
Hopkins answered with an acrobatic three-yard touchdown
grab, tipping the ball with his right hand before catching it
with his left. A two-point conversion pass attempt missed,
leaving the Steelers ahead 27-6. Roethlisberger responded
with his final touchdown pass, a 17-yarder to JuJu Smith-
Schuster, to complete his 136th regular-season victory and
match a club record.—Agencies 
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GLASGOW: Celtic extended their lead at the
top of the Scottish Premiership to a gaping 11
points with a comfortable 2-0 win over Dundee
at Dens Park yesterday. James Forrest handed
the Hoops an eighth-minute lead as he fired
home his 50th goal for the Glasgow giants.
Leigh Griffiths then staked his claim for a start-
ing slot in the Old Firm derby as he grabbed a
second for Celtic in the 43rd minute.

The win means the Hoops have opened a 14-
point gap over r ivals Rangers, who host
Motherwell today, ahead of their second meet-
ing of the season at Celtic Park on Saturday.
Despite an impressive performance against title
challengers Aberdeen on Saturday, Celtic made
three changes for their third game in seven
days as Griffiths replaced Moussa Dembele-
linked with a move to Brighton-up front while
Callum McGregor and Forrest came back into
midfield.

The new faces freshened the Hoops up as
they started the match sharply, with Forrest
flashing an effort wide almost immediately. A
clever move then saw McGregor get on the end
of Mikael Lustig’s cut-back, but the midfielder’s
effort from 12 yards cannoned back off the base
of the post. The Dundee defense failed to heed
the warnings and just a minute later Celtic were
in front. A fine passing move ended with Kieran
Tierney swinging the ball in from the left and
Forrest got in front of two Dundee defenders to
guide home a first-time shot for his 50th goal
for Celtic.

Both sides were dealt a blow when Celtic’s
Jonny Hayes and Dundee’s Josh Meekings
were stretchered off midway through the half
following a crunching challenge on the half-
way line. The enforced substitutions disrupted
the flow of the match before a Dundee blunder
saw Darren O’Dea’s short back-pass inter-
cepted by Griffiths, but goalkeeper Elliot
Parish came to the rescue as he made a good
double save at the feet of the striker. However,
Dundee were their own worst enemy again
moments later as they helped the Hoops to a
second before the break. 

Scott Brown robbed Faissal El Bakhtaoui of
possession just inside the Dundee half and sent
Olivier Ntcham charging forward. The French
midfielder then picked out Griffiths just inside
the box and he drilled a low angled drive into
the far corner. Parish then saved from substi-
tute Michael Johnston and Forrest as Celtic fin-
ished the half strongly. The second half began
in a similar fashion with Ntcham firing a long-
range effort just wide while at the other end
Paul McGowan was not too far away with a
shot that dipped over the bar. Celtic came close
to a third when on-form Forrest’s rampaging
run saw him dance round four Dundee defend-
ers on his way into the box, but the winger
lacked the end product and he sent his effort
wide of the target.—AFP

Celtic down
Dundee to go
11 points clear

PHILADELPHIA: Quarterback Derek Carr #4 of the Oakland Raiders slides after a small gain as Mychal
Kendricks #95 of the Philadelphia Eagles closes in during the fourth quarter of a game at Lincoln Financial
Field on Monday in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. — AFP

NFL results/standings

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT
New England 12 3 0 0 432 290 0.8
Buffalo 8 7 0 0 280 343 0.533
Miami 6 9 0 0 265 371 0.4
NY Jets 5 10 0 0 292 356 0.333

AFC North
Pittsburgh 12 3 0 1 378 284 0.8
Baltimore 9 6 0 1 368 272 0.6
Cincinnati 6 9 0 1 259 322 0.4
Cleveland 0 15 0 2 210 382 0

AFC South
Jacksonville 10 5 0 1 407 253 0.667
Tennessee 8 7 0 0 319 346 0.533
Houston 4 11 0 0 325 414 0.267
Indianapolis 3 12 0 2 241 391 0.2

AFC West
Kansas City 9 6 0 1 388 315 0.6
LA Chargers 8 7 0 1 325 262 0.533
Oakland 6 9 0 0 291 343 0.4
Denver 5 10 0 0 265 355 0.333

National Football Conference
NFC EAST

Philadelphia 13 2 0 0 457 289 0.867
Dallas 8 7 0 0 348 332 0.533
Washington 7 8 0 1 332 370 0.467
NY Giants 2 13 0 0 228 378 0.133

NFC North
Minnesota 12 3 0 0 359 242 0.8
Detroit 8 7 0 0 375 365 0.533
Green Bay 7 8 0 0 309 349 0.467
Chicago 5 10 0 0 254 297 0.333

NFC South
New Orleans 11 4 0 0 424 295 0.733
Carolina 11 4 0 0 353 305 0.733
Atlanta 9 6 0 0 331 305 0.6
Tampa Bay 4 11 0 1 304 358 0.267

NFC West
LA Rams 11 4 0 0 465 295 0.733
Seattle 9 6 0 0 342 306 0.6
Arizona 7 8 0 0 269 337 0.467
San Francisco 5 10 0 2 297 370 0.333

Philadelphia 19, Oakland 10; Pittsburgh 4, Houston 6.

Big Ben leads Steelers romp over Texans

SIMFEROPOL: In the heyday of his favorite Crimea
club Tavriya Simferopol, supporter Gennady Malakhov
went all over Ukraine, watched home games at a
packed stadium and even saw the team compete in the
Champions League in the early 1990s. But annexation
of the peninsula by Moscow in 2014 has “destroyed,
broken, and buried our club,” said the 42-year-old rail-
road worker.

Dressed in a scarf and sweater in the club’s red and
green colours, Malakhov was one of just barely 250
attending a recent game held at Simferopol’s 20,000-
seat Lokomotiv stadium. Since 2014, “nobody needs
us,” he told AFP standing on the terraces under over-
cast skies as a couple dozen other fans waved a flag
and chanted in support. “The club have practically
ceased to exist.” Nine months after Crimea’s takeover
by Russia in March 2014, UEFA declared the region a
“special zone” and banned local clubs from participat-
ing in Russia’s national tournaments until further notice.
Tavriya Simferopol was re-established by the Football
Federation of Ukraine in 2016 and is playing in the third
tier this season.

Meanwhile, Simferopol’s club, supported by
Malakhov, launched under a new name TSK-Tavriya.
Two football clubs with the same name, Tavriya, - one
in mainland Ukraine, another in Crimea-embody the
problems of football in the Russian-occupied peninsula.
The club now plays in a new Crimean Premier League
established by the new Russian authorities which also
includes six amateur teams and one other club that pre-
viously played in the Ukrainian top flight, FC
Sevastopol.  

Although Europe’s football authorities gave the
green light for a Crimean championship, it distanced
itself from its organization and refused to finance it,
while corporate sponsors are scared away by Western
sanctions imposed on the peninsula following its
Moscow annexation. Crimean clubs are now effectively
cut off from the world, with no prospect of playing
teams from Russia or mainland Ukraine. “Many of the

top players have to deliver pizzas in the evenings” to
make ends meet, Aleksandr Krasilnikov, the vice presi-
dent of the Crimean Football Union, told Ukrainian
online sports magazine, Tribuna. “Professional football
in Crimea is on the brink of disappearance.”

Rival federations 
The Ukrainian side Tavriya Simferopol, who are

based in the small town of Beryslav near Crimea,
retained the club’s original name and logo.  “It must
have been very painful to the disappearance of the
club” that won Ukraine’s first ever national champi-
onship in 1992, their manager Oleksiy Krucher told AFP.
Dozens of fans living in Crimea regularly come to
Beryslav to attend the team’s games, he said. “They
support the team but they do not want to be pho-
tographed. They risk detention at the Crimean border.”

The two Tavriyas’ reconciliation seems impossible in
the foreseeable future.  Last September, Ukraine estab-
lished its own Crimean Football Federation for Crimea’s
exiled football clubs, though it’s not clear whether it
includes any other club besides the Beryslav-based
Tavriya.

Russia is resolute in its efforts to procure the inter-
national legitimacy for Crimea’s Moscow-controlled
football federation. “Everyone will win, including the
peninsula’s residents, if the international community as
a whole, including the European football community,
recognize that Crimea is part of Russia,” said TSK-
Tavria’s president Sergey Borodkin. The club’s coach
Andrey Dobrianski said that the future of the team
would depend on “how relations with UEFA evolve”
and the general political situation around Crimea. “We
are in a rather stressful state of uncertainty.”— AFP 

Crimean football 
in limbo after 
Russia’s land grab

SIMFEROPOL: A picture taken on November 18, 2017 shows TSK-Tavriya fans supporting their team during the
Crimean Premier League football match between TSK-Tavriya and FC Sevastopol in Simferopol, Crimea. —AFP

SYDNEY: Supermaxi LDV Comanche led the fancied
big boats as the grueling Sydney to Hobart race began
yesterday, after a close call that saw the yacht almost
collide with rival Wild Oats XI. Another supermaxi,
Black Jack, had led the fleet out of Sydney Harbor, with
the vessels chasing a new race record amid “dream”
conditions in the annual dash down Australia’s east
coast. Four 100-footer supermaxis are among the 102
entries in the 73rd edition of the 628-nautical mile
(1,163-kilometre) bluewater classic, viewed as one of
the toughest yacht races in the world.

The large boats benefited from the light east to
south-easterly winds as they sped out of the harbour in
the spectacular Boxing Day launch to the event. Black
Jack was followed by Wild Oats and Comanche, with
the pair sparking early drama after almost colliding. The
Mark Richards-skippered Wild Oats appeared to tack
too close to its rival near the exit to Sydney Heads.

Comanche, helmed by Jim Cooney, is set to lodge a for-
mal protest. Under the race rules, it must be filed within
six hours of the finishing time of the protesting boat.
The Race Committee, within six hours of receiving the
complaint, will then arrange a time and place for the
hearing.

Ideal conditions
Comanche took over the lead as the vessels tracked

down the coast of New South Wales state, ahead of
Wild Oats and super-yacht InfoTrack, with Black Jack
behind them. Wild Oats tactician Iain Murray told
reporters before the start of the race that “in all my 24
times of going down here, it’s never been as good as
this”.  “It’s very rare that you get this continually off-
the-wind, cross-the-wind, wind start-to-finish sort of
scenario. It’s something we all dream about, really.”

Murray said that because the super-yachts could
reach speeds of up to 20 knots, a new line honours
record for the fastest vessel could be possible. “The
numbers suggest a race record is easily achievable
for, I think, any of the maxi boats,” he added. “These
boats are capable of 20 knots. The current record is
17 something. It’s just getting around the corners is
the hard part.” InfoTrack, named Perpetual Loyal last
year, arrived at Hobart’s Constitution Dock in a

record time of 1 day 13hr 31min 20sec to take the
2016 line honors title.

Sluggish Derwent
A big unknown will be the conditions on the

Derwent in Hobart, a fickle river that could offer up
windless holes which can halt a boat for hours. The
super maxis were expected to arrive at Storm Bay late
Wednesday afternoon, and head into the Derwent lead-
ing to Constitution Dock at night. “We’re looking for-
ward to some terrific sailing,” said Comanche navigator
Stan Honey. “The dicey part happens after Tasman
Island... we get to the Derwent at the worst time.”

This is the strongest line-up of supermaxis to con-
test the Sydney to Hobart, with all four having won line
honors in previous races. Eight-time winner Wild Oats
is hoping for another success after being forced to
retire from the last two races. The forecast continues to
favour the medium-sized 45 to 55-foot boats, as well as
the Oatley family’s smaller entry Wild Oats X in the
race for the Tattersall Cup.  The Cup is a handicap hon-
our for the vessel that performs best according to size.
This year’s race-which draws spectators on land and in
boats in Sydney has also attracted a record-equalling
27 internationals including from China, France, the
United States and Italy.  — AFP 

Early drama; Sydney 
to Hobart fleet race 
to break record


