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BEIJING: Ministers from Afghanistan, Pakistan and China
met in Beijing yesterday where they agreed to work
together to tackle the threat of terrorism tied to China’s
vast western Xinjiang region. The first trilateral meeting of
foreign ministers from the countries comes as China steps
up its investment in its neighboring nations as part of its
trillion-dollar One Belt One Road investment initiative.
China depends on Afghanistan and Pakistan to help control
Xinjiang’s borders, where analysts say Beijing’s repressive
policies have engendered riots and terrorist attacks by
members of the mostly
Muslim Uighur ethnic
minority that calls the area
home, although China dis-
putes the claim.

Beijing regularly accus-
es exiled Uighur separatist
groups such as the shad-
owy East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) of
orchestrating attacks in
resource-rich Xinjiang and
other parts of China. It has
expressed concern about
Uighur militants finding
sanctuary in Afghanistan and Pakistan. “We agreed to
cooperate in fighting terrorism in all its forms and manifes-
tations and without any distinctions of any sort,” said
Afghan foreign minister Salahuddin Rabbani after the
meeting. Afghanistan will continue its “resolute fight
against ETIM and their support groups and networks, and
overall counterterrorism cooperation”, he added.

China has long pushed the international community for
support in addressing the problem, which it says stems

from the infiltration of “radical” religious groups into
Xinjiang. In response, Beijing has placed strict controls on
religious practice in the region, turning it into a virtual
police state, in a campaign that analysts say has enflamed
separatist sentiment. Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi
said the three parties had reached complete consensus in
fighting terrorism, adding that China would also “fully
leverage” Xinjiang as a base for economic cooperation
with the bordering countries.

China’s Belt and Road infrastructure project seeks to
revive ancient trade
routes, including a mas-
sive overland network
stretching through
Xinjiang and neighboring
Afghanistan and Pakistan
towards Europe. China’s
expanding economic
presence in Pakistan and
Afghanistan has also
brought some terrorism
related setbacks. This
summer two Chinese citi-
zens travelling on busi-
ness visas to Pakistan

were kidnapped in Quetta, the provincial capital of miner-
al-rich Balochistan province. 

The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for
killing them. Pakistan said at the time that the two had
been engaged in illegal preaching. 

China and Pakistan will look at extending their $57 bil-
lion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor to Afghanistan,
Chinese Foreign Minister said yesterday, part of China’s
ambitious Belt and Road plan linking China with Asia,

Europe and beyond. China has tried to position itself as a
helpful party to promote talks between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, both uneasy neighbors ever since Pakistan’s
independence in 1947. Their ties have been poisoned in
recent years by Afghan accusations that Pakistan is sup-
porting Taleban insurgents fighting the US-backed Kabul
in order to limit the influence of its old rival, India, in
Afghanistan.

Pakistan denies that and says it wants to see a peaceful,

stable Afghanistan. Speaking after the first trilateral meet-
ing between the foreign ministers of China, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, Wang said China hoped the economic corri-
dor could benefit the whole region and act as an impetus
for development. Afghanistan has urgent need to develop
and improve people’s lives and hopes it can join inter-con-
nectivity initiatives, Wang told reporters, as he announced
that Pakistan and Afghanistan had agreed to mend their
strained relations.—Agencies 

China, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
agree on terror cooperation

Three nations eye $57 billion economic corridor

Established 1961 

Peru former leader
ask for forgiveness
LIMA: Peru’s ailing ex-president Alberto Fujimori yes-
terday asked the public for forgiveness, two days after
receiving a controversial pardon from the country’s cur-
rent leader. “I am aware that the results of my govern-
ment were well received on one side, but I admit that I
have let down other compatriots, and I ask them to for-
give me with all my heart,” Fujimori said in a Facebook
video filmed from his hospital bed. The 79-year-old had
been serving a 25-year sentence for corruption and
human rights abuses committed during his time in office
from 1990 to 2000. He was transferred from his prison
cell to a hospital on Saturday after suffering from low
blood pressure and an irregular heartbeat, the latest in a
string of hospitalizations for the ex-leader.

Peruvian police on Monday fired tear gas and
clashed with protesters marching against the pardon of
ailing ex-president Alberto Fujimori, who was serving
a 25-year sentence for human rights abuses. Current
President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski ordered the pardon
of Fujimori and seven other prisoners on Sunday on
humanitarian grounds, once again placing himself in
the middle of a political crisis just days after he avoid-
ed impeachment. On Monday, protesters called for the
departure from office of Kuczynski, who later defend-
ed his decision in a televised message to the nation.

“Out, out PPK! Out, out PPK!” angry demonstrators
chanted in reference to the president, who had prom-
ised during his electoral campaign the previous year
that he would not free Fujimori. “Fujimori, murderer
and thief. No to the pardon!” read one of the signs
held by the protesters, some of whom also carried a
giant Peruvian flag. Relatives of victims of Fujimori’s
brutal rule took part in the march. “We are here as rel-
atives to reject this illegal pardon, because it does not
correspond to the gravity of the crimes,” Gisella Ortiz,
representative of a group of families of victims, told
reporters.

A strong force of anti-riot police moved through
the streets of Lima and sought to prevent the demon-
strators from heading to the clinic where Fujimori is
hospitalized, firing tear gas canisters and erecting bar-
ricades to disperse them. A cameraman from the state
television station TV Peru was beaten by police and
was being treated in hospital, the station’s president
Hugo Coya wrote on Twitter.

Failed impeachment bid    
On Monday night, Kuczynski defended his decision

to pardon Fujimori. “I am convinced that those of us
who feel democratic should not allow Alberto Fujimori
to die in prison, because justice is not revenge,”
Kuczynski said. “It is about the health and chances of
life of a former president of Peru who, having commit-
ted excesses and grave errors, was sentenced and has
already completed 12 years” in prison, he said. The
president had earlier said his decision to grant the par-
don relied on a medical evaluation that Fujimori suf-
fered a progressive and incurable illness and that con-
ditions in prison “represent a grave risk to his life.”

But the move came after Fujimori’s son Kenji
drained votes away from a parliamentary bid Thursday
to impeach Kuczynski on suspicion of corruption,
sparking speculation the pardon was political. The
condition of Alberto Fujimori, 79, was “delicate” and “a
decision will be made” based on how he responds to
treatment at the Centenario Clinic, a doctor at the
facility, Alejandro Aguinaga, told reporters. He said
there was no prospect of Fujimori leaving soon. 

Fujimori was transferred from his cell to a clinic
Saturday suffering from low blood pressure and an
irregular heartbeat. “He remains in intensive care. His
condition is favorable but other tests are necessary,”
Aguinaga said. He said the ex-president had already
undergone scans of his brain and heart, and stated that
the cardiac problem was accentuating “various degen-
erative pathologies.”

Fujimori has been hospitalized on several previous
occasions, the last time in September, and has had
heart, back and stomach trouble as well as several
operations to remove cancerous growths from his
tongue. —Agencies  
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nations BEIJING: China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi (center), Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister
Salahuddin Rabbani (left) and Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif take
part in a joint press conference after the first China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Foreign
Ministers’ Dialogue yesterday. —AFP 

Philippines investigates 
firms over deadly fire 
MANILA: The Philippines said yesterday it would investi-
gate whether safety regulations were ignored at an office
where a fire killed 37 call centre employees and vowed to
impose sanctions if firms had not met standards. The
remains of 37 employees of the US-based Research Now
SSI killed by Saturday’s fire in Davao City have been
recovered and a criminal investigation will be launched by
the Justice Department. Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello
said he had instructed the government’s workplace health
and safety agency and the Labor Ministry’s regional office
in Davao, President Rodrigo Duterte’s hometown, to inves-
tigate if there were lapses in safety standards.

The fire broke out at a furniture store on the third level
of the 14-year-old New City Commercial Center and quick-
ly engulfed an outsourcing business on the upper floor,
based on an initial report from the city government. “We
will immediately look into possible violations of some safety
and health standards,” Bello said. “We may not issue any
clearance to operate,” he said when asked to clarify sanc-
tions that could be imposed on the mall or call centre man-
agement if culpable. The fire is a setback for the Philippines’
$23 billion business process outsourcing (BPO) industry,
which is an economic lifeline in the country of more than
100 million. The sector employs about 1.15 million people,
with jobs forecast to grow to 1.8 million by 2025.

Along with remittances from overseas workers, BPO
revenues are a major earner of foreign exchange for the
country, driving what is one of Asia’s fastest-growing
economies. The BPO Industry Employees Network
(BIEN) has expressed concern about postings on social
media that said the building was made of sub-standard
materials, had locked its fire exits, and had not held fire
drills. It was not possible to immediately check the accura-
cy of the postings. BIEN said the government should look
into every BPO firm’s compliance with occupational health
and safety standards.

Seeking justice
“Justice must be served to the victims and those account-

able must be penalized so as to avoid future workplace

deaths,” BIEN said in a statement. On Monday night, Duterte
told relatives of victims that the National Bureau of
Investigation, police and fire protection bureau would get to
the bottom of the disaster. “The truth will come out,” he said. 

Research Now SSI has confirmed 37 of its 500 employ-
ees in its Davao call centre were “lost” in the fire. It did not
immediately respond to a Reuters query on Tuesday about
safety protocols at its Davao office. The company has
offices in Texas, California, New York and Toronto and more
than 3,500 market research, consulting, media, healthcare
and corporate clients. In a Sunday statement, it said it was
helping to support funeral arrangements and would create a
fund for contributions to help victims’ families.

The Call Centre Association of the Philippines (CCAP)
said it was waiting for a full report from Research Now
SSI, but saw no problem with its members meeting work-
place safety standards. “We always comply with govern-
ment safety regulations because our priority is the welfare
of all our employees,” CCAP President Jojo Uligan said.
But the Associated Labor Unions-Trade Union Congress
of the Philippines (ALU-TUCP) said safety standards were
not being adhered to and the labor department and com-
panies were not living up to their responsibilities to
enforce and comply. “This deaths-causing fire could have
been minimized to the barest damage to property,” ALU-
TUCP spokesman Alan Tanjusay said. —Reuters

DAVAO: A funeral worker looks at the body bags of mall fire victims after forensic
processing at a funeral house in Davao City on the southern Philippine island of
Mindanao yesterday.—AFP 

China hands down 
harshest sentence 
yet in crackdown 
on activists
BEIJING: China sentenced a prominent
rights activist to eight years in jail for sub-
version yesterday, his lawyer said, the
harshest sentence passed in a government
crackdown on activism that began more
than two years ago. In a separate case, a
rights lawyer avoided criminal punishment
despite being found guilty of inciting sub-
version, because he admitted his crimes,
the Chinese court trying him said. Wu Gan,
a blogger better known by his online name
“Super Vulgar Butcher”, plans to appeal
against the eight-year sentence handed
down by the Tianjin Municipality’s No 2
Intermediate People’s Court, his lawyer,
Yan Xin said. The harshness of the sen-
tence prompted the German embassy in
Beijing to issue a statement expressing dis-
appointment.

Wu regularly championed sensitive cas-
es of government abuses of power, both
online and in street protests. He was
detained in May 2015 and charged with
subversion. The activist criticized China’s
political system online and used perform-
ance art to create disturbances, as well as
insulting people and spreading false infor-
mation, according to a statement from the
court posted on its website. “He carried out
a string of criminal actions to subvert state
power and overthrow the socialist system

and seriously harmed state security and
social stability,” the court said. 

Before his arrest, Wu used his platform
to cast doubt on the official version of
events in an incident in early May 2015, in
which a police officer shot a petitioner in
a train station in northern Heilongjiang
province. Wu’s refusal to bow to pressure
or admit guilt likely explains his harsh
sentence, said Kit Chan, Hong Kong-
based director of China Human Rights
Lawyers Concern Group. “Wu Gan is
being punished for his non-conformity,”
she said. His sentence is the most severe
in what rights groups have called an
unprecedented attack on China’s rights
activists and lawyers, known as the 709
crackdown, which began in full force on
July 9, 2015.

The hardline approach to rights
activism has shown no sign of softening as
Chinese President Xi Jinping enters his
second five-year term in office. In the other
case concluded yesterday, rights lawyer
Xie Yang received no punishment after
being found guilty of inciting subversion
and disrupting court order, the Changsha
Intermediate People’s Court said on social
media. The court released a video of the
proceedings, in which Xie said he accepted
the outcome and would not appeal. He also
thanked authorities and said he will be a
law-abiding citizen.

Xie had worked on numerous cases
deemed sensitive by Chinese authorities,
such as defending supporters of Hong
Kong’s pro-democracy protests. In May, he
confessed to the charges against him in
what rights groups called a scripted
“sham” trial. In January, Xie’s wife and
lawyer released detailed accounts of tor-

ture suffered by Xie at the hands of the
authorities, which were widely reported on
in the international media. Chinese state
media branded those reports “fake news”
and said the accounts were concocted as a
means of gaining attention. Xie’s lawyer
told Reuters he stands by the account.

“In both cases these have been seri-
ous concerns about violations of due
process of law,” the German embassy in
Beijing said in a statement. The decision
to hand down both sentences the day

after Christmas, when there would likely
be less attention from diplomats and
international observers, “reeks of cynical
political calculation”, said Patrick Poon,
Hong Kong-based researcher for
Amnesty International. Asked about the
verdicts, China’s foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying told a regular
briefing that Amnesty is biased when it
comes to China and should not be
believed, adding that China abides by the
rule of law.—Reuters

TIANJIN: Yan Xin (left) and Ge Yongxi, lawyers for activist Wu Gan known
by the online pseudonym ‘Super Vulgar Butcher’, sit at a hotel after Wu
was sentenced at a court in Tianjin yesterday. —AFP 


