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Kuwait, Oman postpone
value added tax until 2019

Court order compels Cabinet to ban water gun celebrations

Disabled child’s
guardian awarded
KD 27,400 in allowances

KUWAIT: A mother who cares for a disabled person
was awarded KD 27,400 by a court ruling against the
Disabled Public Authority, which confirmed her right
for allowances to be paid retroactively since the
child’s birth.

Family held hostage
Policemen rescued a family from their son, who held
them hostage inside their house in Andalus while
being in an abnormal condition. Police received a call
from a family member saying that the suspect pulled a
knife on them, so they went to the house and arrested
the man.

Drunk drivers’ busted
Police arrested two citizens who were caught in an
abnormal condition inside a vehicle that was pulled
over on King Fahad Road, while three bottles of liquor
were found in their possession. Patrol officers pulled
over a sports-utility-vehicle (SUV), but the driver hit
the patrol vehicle and drove off into a desert area in
Al-Zoor. However, his vehicle got stuck in sand dunes,
allowing police to arrest him and his companion. The
two carried no IDs with them, and were sent to con-
cerned authorities for further action. In a separate
case, police sent a citizen and his companion to the
relevant authorities after he was arrested near a
famous hotel for harassing women and passersby.
Policemen found the two being in an abnormal condi-
tion, and discovered that one of them was wanted to
serve a jail sentence. They also had an imported liquor
bottle in their car. 

Thief caught
A uniformed man caught a person trying to break
into his car while going for Isha prayers in Faiha. The
thief, Syrian, was taken to the police station for ques-
tioning.  Meanwhile, Jahra detectives are looking for
a 2012 model SUV that was stolen in front of a citi-
zen’s house in Qasar. The citizen did not accuse any-
one of the theft.

Assault
A female citizen told Jabriya police that she was beat-
en up by two expatriate women, which left her with
several injuries. When summoned, both women
accused the complainant of attacking them first.
Investigations are ongoing.

Embezzlement
Detectives are looking for an Egyptian man and two
others accused by a citizen of embezzlement. The citi-
zen gave the Egyptian man KD 22,000 based on an
agreement to buy a factory. The man then disap-
peared, prompting the citizen to lodge a complaint at
Khaitan police station.

Child’s kidnap 
A female citizen lodged a complaint against her ex-
husband, accusing him of kidnapping their child. The
woman told police that her ex-husband failed to
return her child to her after visitation, explaining that
she has custody over her son. Separately, a female cit-
izen accused her husband of assault, and the man was
summoned for questioning. — Translated by Kuwait
Times from Al-Anbaa

CRIMES No injuries
in diesel
tankers’ fire
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and
Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Three diesel
tankers caught fire in
Kabd, prompting fire-
fighters from the Kabd,
Wafra, hazardous materi-
als and back-up fire sta-
tions to respond.
Firefighters used foam to
extinguish the blaze and
keep the diesel drums
cooled down while the
flames were being tack-
led. No injuries were
reported in the incident.
Meanwhile, an investiga-
tion was opened to reveal
the circumstances behind
the fire.

Leave forgery
The criminal court yester-
day abstained from penal-
izing 32 citizens working
in various ministries and
settled on fining them KD
500 each over charges of
forging fake sick leaves. 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Oman’s finance ministry decided to
postpone the implementation of the Value
Added Tax (VAT) until 2019, and transitive tax
until mid-2018. Meanwhile, a CNBC Arabiya
TV said that Kuwait has also decided to defer
applying VAT until 2019, likely to give the
National Assembly enough time to vote on the
unified Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to
enforce the tax in all member states. Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have
already decided to put the tax into
practice by January 1, 2018. VAT is a tax
imposed on the difference between
products’ cost and sale prices. It is an
indirect tax imposed on all goods and
services except those exempted by an
official decision. 

Water gun ban
The administrative court recently

issued a verdict by powers of which the
Cabinet is to issue a decision banning
the usage of water guns in National and
Liberation Days’ celebrations. The ver-
dict was made in response to a case
filed by lawyer Mona Al-Arbash demanding
the ban for public interest, on grounds that
thousands of water gallons are wasted every
year during national celebrations, costing the
country - which is already poor on natural
water resources - a lot of money. Use of water
guns and water cannons during national cele-
brations have become very popular in recent
years after the government banned the use of
spray foam for environmental reasons.

Director of the Public Authority for Road
and Land Transport Ahmed Al-Hessan

requested removing some Wafra farms locat-
ed in the area to be used for the regional
highway project. In a letter he sent to Kuwait
Municipality concerning the study, design and
supervision of phase one of the Southern
Regional Highway project, Hessan stressed
that some farms are blocking the project’s
execution and will lead to the delay in offering
the project for public bidding. 

Oil sector manpower
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) sta-

tistics showed that the total value of wages
paid to KPC and its subsidiaries’ employees in
the period between April 30 and September
30, 2017 was KD 640 million. 

The same statistics also showed that there
were 2,000 job vacancies in the 2017-2018
budget and the total number of oil sector
employees by the end of this fiscal year would
be 21,509. Statistics also showed that the total
number of operational jobs is 17,524 in addi-
tion to 233 capital jobs and 1,066 in the train-
ing and development sector. Statistics showed

that 85 percent of the manpower were nation-
als including 9,200 in Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC), 6,100 in Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC), 500 in the Petrochemical
Industries Company (PIC), 650 in Kuwait Oil
Tankers Company (KOTC), 60 in Kuwait
Aviation Fuelling Company (KAFCO), 718 in
the head office, 240 in Kuwait Integrated
Petrochemical Industries Company (KIPIC)
and three in the Oil Sector Services Company
(OSSC). Figures also showed that the total
number of non-Kuwaitis working in the oil

sector is 2,900. 

‘Kuwaitization’
Kuwait Municipality’s deputy

director for financial and administrative
affairs Waleed Al-Jassem called for
assessing all employees as per the Civil
Service Commission’s (CSC) decision
number 11/2017 pertaining with
‘Kuwaitizing’ government jobs. Jassem
requested lists of various expat
employees indicating those recom-
mended to keep their jobs and those
who could be laid off and stressed that
the lists should be handed over within

a week and dealt with in confidence. 

Scholarships suspended
The Ministry of Higher Education tem-

porarily suspended sending students on
scholarship to Malaysian universities as
decided by the former minister Dr
Mohammed Al-Fares upon a recommendation
from the academic accreditation bureau with
the aim of reassessing Malaysian educational
facilities. The decision excluded students
already enrolled in those universities and

those who received accreditation from
Kuwait’s cultural office in Australia to start
studying for the second semester of the aca-
demic year 2017-2018. Meanwhile, the

accreditation bureau has sent delegations to
reassess Egyptian and Jordanian universities
to make sure they were internationally
accredited and ranked. 

24 imams 
referred for 
investigations
over rule 
violations 
KUWAIT: Minister of
Justice and Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Fahad Mohammad Al-
Afasi said yesterday that
24 imams have been
referred for investigation
for violating the Charter
of the Mosques. 

In response to a parlia-
mentary question during a
parliamentary session,
Afasi stressed that “nec-
essary measures will be
taken against anyone who
does not abide by this
charter, which regulates
works of imams.” 

He also stressed his
ministry’s keenness to
protect youth and spread
the values of moderate
Islam in its centers.  The
Mosque Charter stipu-
lates the use of appropri-
ate words and not abus-
ing people, bodies, sects
or states. — KUNA

2,900 
non-Kuwaitis

working in 
oil sector

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said yester-
day that the Foreign Ministry is exerting
great efforts to protect Kuwait’s interests
at all levels. 

In response to a parliamentary query
during the National Assembly’s ordinary
session, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said the

ministry is committed to execute its duties
in terms of international relations.

He noted that the ministry spoke with
Saudi Arabia regarding online tweets post-
ed by Saudis, adding that the kingdom
assured Kuwait it had taken serious legal
measures against those involved, and will
not allow posting negative comments
against Gulf states online. — KUNA

Ministry protects Kuwait’s 
interests at all levels: FM


