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New Zealand singer Lorde has cancelled a
planned show in Israel after facing pressure
from supporters of a boycott of the Jewish

state over its occupation of Palestinian territory. The
21-year-old, who enjoyed phenomenal success while
still a teenager, announced last week a Tel Aviv per-
formance in June as part of a tour. After criticism from
international and New Zealand activists, Lorde
announced on Sunday she was cancelling the perform-
ance in Israel. “I’ve received an overwhelming number
of messages & letters and have had a lot of discussions
with people holding many views, and I think the right
decision at this time is to cancel the show,” Lorde
wrote in a statement distributed by Naranjah, the
Israeli promoters of her Tel Aviv show. “I’m not too
proud to admit I didn’t make the right call on this one,”
she said of the initial decision to perform in Israel. “I’m
truly sorry to reverse my commitment to come play for
you. I hope one day we can all dance.” In a statement
to AFP, Naranjah said: “We forgive Lorde and wish her
a successful tour in Russia and the US.” The movement
behind the pressure on Lorde is known as BDS-
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions-and says it is
inspired by the campaign that targeted South Africa’s
apartheid regime and is seeking an end to Israel’s
occupation of the West Bank. In July, BDS activists
failed to get Radiohead to call off its show in Tel Aviv
despite heavy pressure from artists such as Pink
Floyd’s Roger Waters and director Ken Loach. Israel
sees BDS as a strategic threat and accuses it of anti-
Semitism-a claim activists firmly deny, calling it an
attempt to discredit them. A few politically active musi-
cians have called off shows in Israel over the past
years, including Lauryn Hill and Elvis Costello. 

Lorde cancels Israel
show after pressure

Pitch Perfect 3 left out its male character because it was “time to make a fresh
start”.  Adam Devine, Ben Platt and Skylar Astin have no role in the third movie in
the franchise and director Trish Sie believes it was important for the female char-

acters to move on from them. She told The Hollywood Reporter: “When I came aboard,
the version of the script that was in play already had those decisions made. And maybe
I could have fought hard to bring them back if I really disagreed with that decision, but
I didn’t, because there was some scheduling stuff involved-Ben Platt is busy winning
awards on Broadway [for ‘Dear Evan Hansen’] — but I think the main purpose was
these girls are moving on with their life. Maybe they’ll get back to these guys at some
point. A lot of people don’t end up with their college boyfriend and we wanted it to be
about them and their independence and finding their way in the world and moving
ahead alone. And it just felt like it was time to make a fresh start.” And Trish hopes the
third film in the series - which stars Anna Kendrick and Rebel Wilson - will not be its
last. She said: “I mean, of course that’s above my pay grade and I have no idea and am
not the one making the decisions but as far as I am concerned, I would see these
movies on and on and on until they start sucking. I think whether it’s these women in
the next stage of life or it’s a new group of women going through these things, I think
there are endless ways to chart the course of the girls’ lives and a woman’s life. There’s
so many archetypal scenes in these movies that, to me, if you get the right chemistry-
and this cast of course has amazing chemistry and that’s why it works-so if you were to
do a reboot you’d have to spend a lot of time making the chemistry right. But assuming
you can get that-singing, dancing, laughing, solving problems together, unlikely heroes,
band of misfits-that stuff is sort of timeless and wonderful and, as far as I am con-
cerned, I would watch it over and over and over again.”

Pitch Perfect 3 director
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Paul Bettany has wrapped up filming ‘Avengers: Infinity War’. The 46-year-old actor stars as Vision in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe and is set to reprise his role in the highly anticipated third installment in the
‘Avengers’ franchise. Alongside a behind-the-scenes video from the film set, Bettany wrote on Instagram:

“That’s a Wrap on me - The Vision. I’ll be seeing you all in May. X (sic)” As well as starring in the new ‘Avengers’
movie, Bettany was also recently added to the cast of the much-anticipated ‘Star Wars’ spin-off movie ‘Solo: A
Star Wars Story’. The film, which is set for release in 2018, centers on a young Han Solo, who is one of the central
characters in the money-spinning sci-fi franchise. Teasing the new movie, Bettany recently described the project
as a “gangster” film, while he also hailed director Ron Howard, saying he’s “so  brilliant”. Bettany explained: “It’s
Han Solo’s story, and of course his story would be a caper. On one level it’s a gangster movie. “That’s really inter-
esting, because it’s within the canon but really different. It’s Han Solo! “His [Howard] staging ability is so brilliant.
I think he went in and he was like a laser, working out what needed to be done when he looked at the footage.
“And then, as things moved on, everybody felt so secure with him. And they gave him more. He reshot a lot more
than was originally intended.”

Paul Bettany wraps filming 
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Margot Robbie was eager to star
in ‘I, Tonya’ because she loves an
“underdog story”. The 27-year-

old actress plays the role of former
American figure skater Tonya Harding in
the Craig Gillespie-directed movie, and
Margot has revealed why she was so keen
to star in the film. She explained: “I love
gangster films ‘cause I love the underdog
story. I love watching someone rise up,
despite their circumstances. It’s always
something I feel like I can get behind. And
she felt like an underdog, to me.” The
movie tells the story of Tonya and Jeff
Gillooly, who hired a man to break the leg
of Nancy Kerrigan - Tonya’s competitor -
at the National Figure Skating
Championship in 1994. The incident ended
Tonya’s career, but Margot says she
admires her character’s “rebelliousnes”.
The Australian star told Collider: “She had
this scrappiness and rebelliousness that is
obviously fun, but she was also, in my
eyes, really misunderstood. I could see
this bravado and this defiance was really
just covering a lot of hurt and a lack of
love.  “There were so many elements to
her that I needed to explore. And then, of
course, once I started looking at the
online footage, I couldn’t believe what
she’d gone through and how harshly she
was punished.” Margot expressed some
sympathy with Tonya, who pleaded guilty
to hindering the prosecution following the
attack on her rival. Margot said: “She was
chasing the American dream and was just
about to get it, and the whole thing came
tumbling down.  “Skating was her one
safe place in the world, and that was tak-
en away from her. I don’t care if you think
she did it or not, I don’t think she
deserved that punishment.”

Margot Robbie loves
an ‘underdog story’ 

Hugh Jackman is “very hard to calm
down”, according to Zac Efron. The
30-year-old Hollywood hunk - who

appears alongside the ‘X-Men’ star in the
new movie musical ‘The Greatest Showman’
- says his co-star is as “perfect as it gets”.
Speaking to news.com.au, Efron said:
“When he sings, if he wants to hold a note, if
it’s like ‘Today...’  he’ll naturally sing,
‘TODAAAAAAAAAAAY’. “He has this natu-
ral vibrato that’s very hard to calm down. He
admits it’s hard to calm down from years of
being on Broadway. “Other than that, he’s as
perfect as it gets.” The new movie - which is
helmed by Michael Gracey - follows the true
story of P.T. Barnum, an American showman,
politician, and businessman remembered for
promoting celebrated hoaxes and for found-
ing the Barnum & Bailey Circus. Efron and
Jackman appear alongside ‘Spider-Man:
Homecoming’ star Zendaya in the movie.
And the 21-year-old actress has hailed
Jackman’s positive approach to life. She
said: “He’s very terrible at being a negative
person, he just can’t do it. “I don’t think
there’s a negative bone in his body.”
Meanwhile, Jackman - who stars as the ring
master in the film - recently revealed he
went against doctor’s orders to sing at his
audition, just a day after he underwent a
skin cancer operation on his nose.  He said:
“I thought there’s about a one in 10 chance
this movie happens. But we’re going for it.
My doctor had said, ‘Do not sing, you’ve
just had 80 stitches in your nose. They really
could split apart, you could get an infection’,
which I’d had before in a similar operation.
“So I was like, ‘Don’t worry I’m not going to
risk that, I’m just going to speak it and
someone else will sing it.’ But the emotion of
the song and the moment took over me.”

Efron says Jackman
cannot calm down 

Dominic Cooper loves doing
his own stunts. The 39-
year-old actor stars as

Special Boat Service officer John
Stratton in ‘Stratton’, which is
based on a series of books by for-
mer SBS officer Duncan Falconer,
and he rejected having a body
double to take part in the action
scenes himself, and though he
almost had an accident, he
enjoyed the adrenaline rush they
brought. He said: “I loved doing
the stunts. If you trust the stunt
team and you invest in the stunts
and believe they are believable.
These were all very specific and
well researched. Leaping from
driving car into a bus - nearly
went wrong - but was good.  “It
gives you the adrenaline to move
onto the new scene. I was very
privileged to be playing people
who are looking out for the coun-
try.” Dominic is now looking
ahead to the upcoming ‘Mamma
Mia!’ sequel, and is delighted all
the original cast will be returning
- though he thinks the years have
taken their toll since the original
was released in 2008. He told
BANG Showbiz: “‘Mamma Mia 2’
is in the works we are all dancing.
All the original cast are returning.
We are all there. All a bit baggy
around the gills. We are all a bit
more sunburnt.” And the British
star is also kept busy with his TV
show ‘Preacher’ and hopes it con-
tinues to run for some time. He
said: “It’s great fun and that TV
show has so much scope. I hope
they do because it has been so
daring so far and the wealth of
disgust and intrigue that we have
left to show on the screen, I think
it will be real shame not to let
everyone see that.”
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Avengers: Infinity War will be
a “cinematic event”. Star
Karen Gillan - who plays

Nebula in the Marvel ‘Guardians of
the Galaxy’ and ‘Avengers’ movies
- is excited for fans to see the
upcoming film and insists they will
be blown away. She told The
Hollywood Reporter: “I mean, this
is so vague but genuinely this is
going to be more than a movie, it’s
going to be like a cinematic event.
Anyone who is a Marvel fan and
knows stuff from 10 years ago will
see it become relevant in this. It’s
like everything that you’ve known
about Marvel is building to this
movie.” Karen also revealed that
the atmosphere on set was one of
the best she ever experienced. She
told Collider: “I don’t know how
chaotic it is. It’s just an extremely
long shoot with so many charac-
ters. Logistically, it must be a chal-
lenge for them to schedule it. I
guess that’s where the chaos
comes from. But, it’s so much fun.
In terms of atmosphere on set, it’s
one of the best I’ve ever experi-
enced. Everybody is just having a
really good time, at least of what
I’ve seen. They’ve set a really nice
tone for the environment, so I’m
having a good time.” Meanwhile,
Karen co-stars with The Rock in
the ‘Jumanji’ reboot and she is a
huge fan of his comedic abilities.
She said: “He’s so inspiring. I’ve
never met anyone that works hard-
er than him. I mean he is one of the
biggest actors in the world while
running this empire and he has a
family and maintains his body. I’m
just like, ‘How do you do that?’ We
had a great relationship. We were
laughing a lot. I just think he’s one
of my favorite comedic actors now,
like I love his dry delivery. It’s, like,
crazy.” — Bang Showbiz
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