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LIVERPOOL: Jurgen Klopp has urged Liverpool to stay
motivated to reach their target of a place in next season’s
Champions League by the end of the season. Klopp has
acknowledged ahead of Liverpool’s clash with bottom side
Swansea at Anfield today that a Premier League title chal-
lenge is beyond them given they trail leaders Manchester
City by 20 points. But the German believes there is still
plenty for the fourth placed Reds to play for and they
should not get complacent just because City are so far
ahead.

“We have to qualify for the Champions League. We
have to finish as high as possible,” Klopp said. “It looks
like we could be second, third or fourth this year, that’s a
fantastic situation. Not the
dream but a fantastic situa-
tion.  “That’s what we are
working on and for this we
have to improve in all depart-
ments. “This year, I don’t think
that anyone apart from
Manchester City and maybe
Manchester United are think-
ing too much about how they
can win the league. “In a very
difficult league, performance-
wise we are really consistent
so far. If we stay consistent
and avoid our mistakes, mis-
takes like in the 3-3 draw with Arsenal, we will win much
more games than we lose or draw. “As it was and so it will
be against Swansea, we have to perform first of all and
then we have to see how the other team can react.”

Even though Swansea are at the foot of the table,
Klopp does not want his players to assume the result will
be a foregone conclusion. “They are under pressure and
that’s clear because they fight for the league, 100 per cent,
and that will not change before Boxing Day,” Klopp added.
“But we will be ready and we will perform, if possible, like
against Arsenal but avoid the mistakes we made.  “I don’t
really remember the game from last year, to be honest. I

remember that we lost it. But that’s not the plan!”

Step by step 
Klopp confirmed Liverpool will be without captain

Jordan Henderson after he limped out of their 3-3 draw
with Arsenal last Friday. Defender Joel Matip could be fit
enough to feature after he recently returning to training
following a muscle injury while striker Daniel Sturridge has
recovered from illness. Alberto Moreno (ankle) and
Nathanial Clyne (back) remain on the sidelines. Swansea
caretaker manager Leon Britton will take charge of his
second game following the sacking of Paul Clement last
week. Britton is a modern-day Swansea great with more

than 500 appearances to his
name, and guided the club to
a 1-1 draw in his first match
against Crystal Palace. A
match against free-scoring
Liverpool at Anfield, however,
will present a somewhat more
difficult prospect for the
South Wales club.

Swansea striker Jordan
Ayew admits the draw against
Palace, in which he scored,
has helped them take at least
some confidence into the trip
to Merseyside. “We all have a

job to do. I think we responded well,” Ayew said. “We will
take it day by day and see what happens in the future. “We
will do our best to get something out of the game against
Liverpool. We will build step by step and things will get
better. It is important for us to get a good result.” Swansea
will give a fitness test to striker Wilfried Bony (hamstring)
and midfielder Leroy Fer (back), who both missed the
game against Palace.

Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah said yesterday he
hopes he can help Liverpool end a five-year wait for sil-
verware after making a blistering start to life at Anfield.
The 25-year-old-who joined from Italian club Roma in the

close season-has scored 21 goals in all competitions for
Jurgen Klopp’s side and is joint-top of the Premier League
scorers’ charts with Tottenham Hotspur’s Harry Kane. “I
want to win titles here, I came here to win titles-to win
something for the club, for us, for the fans,” he told Sky

Sports News. “I love to win something here. We are work-
ing hard every day to win something. I am sure we are
going to win something this year.” Salah has formed a key
part of Liverpool’s ‘fab four’ attacking line-up alongside
Philippe Coutinho, Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane. 
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United midfielder Juan
Mata admits his team-mates are furious after drop-
ping two points at Leicester City, but he hopes they
can channel that frustration into a strong response
against Burnley today. Jose Mourinho’s side were
stunned by a late goal from 10-man Leicester in a 2-2
draw that saw United fall a staggering 13 points
behind leaders Manchester City at the halfway stage
of the campaign.

Mourinho angrily spoke of missing “joke chances”
and “childish” errors from his players after Saturday’s
draw. But Mata, who scored both United goals in an
excellent personal display, hopes his side responds
positively to the frustration of the evening at the King
Power Stadium. “You have to keep going. It’s
Christmas time, you play every two or three days
obviously,” Mata said. “Now we feel frustrated and
angry but we need to keep going and, from tomorrow,
rest and think about the next game and have the will
of finishing the next game with a much better feeling.

“We got a point but it feels like a defeat because
we were so close to winning, had chances to kill the
game and they were with one less player.” Mata put
United 2-1 ahead with a superbly-taken free-kick and
revealed afterwards that his goal celebration was a
dedication to Indian children with whom his charitable
foundation Common Goal works. “It was because
when the kids from the Oscar Foundation-one of the
foundations we work with-came to Old Trafford to
visit me they asked if I could do this kind of ‘namaste’
celebration for them,” explained Mata.—AFP 
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LONDON: Arsenal’s Czech goalkeeper Petr Cech (L) saves a Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah
pass during the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and Liverpool at the Emirates
Stadium. — AFP 

LONDON: Mauricio Pochettino insists
Tottenham cannot allow themselves to be
distracted by the fluctuating form of their
nearest rivals as they step up their bid for
a top four spot. Pochettino’s side welcome
Southampton to Wembley after a round
of weekend matches that strengthened
the position of the north London club.

A comfortable 3-0 victory at Burnley
moved Spurs up to fifth place, one point
behind Liverpool in fourth, as Jurgen
Klopp’s side were held by Arsenal and
Chelsea and Manchester United both
drew. The contest to fill the places
behind runaway leaders Manchester City
is expected to go to the wire and after
an inconsistent campaign, Pochettino will
hope his side can enter the New Year on
the back of a winning run.

“We cannot think about another club.
We need to keep the momentum, to try
to win again, to be consistent,”
Pochettino said. “If we want to fight to
the end for big things, we must try to be
consistent. “But I’m sure the team is
focused. The team is in a good way. It

was so important to believe again and to
smile again by winning at Burnley, after
the defeat at Manchester City. “I think
we need to focus on the challenge of
Southampton. We cannot think about
second, first, third or top four. I think the
most important thing is the next game.”
The central importance of Harry Kane to
Spurs’ cause was reinforced by the strik-
er’s hat-trick at Burnley that took his tal-
ly to 36 goals in the calendar year,
matching Alan Shearer’s 22-year-old
Premier League record. The England
forward, 24, now has 93 Premier League
goals to his name, but Pochettino admits
Kane will have to maintain that consis-
tency if he is to beat Shearer’s record of
260 Premier League goals.

‘Massive respect’ 
“The record of Alan is fantastic. He

was a fantastic player. Harry is doing so
well. But Alan as consistent for more
than 10 years,” he said. “You need to
show massive respect for that, because
he did some amazing work. “Now Harry
is doing well. We hope that continues,
because to have a player like Harry Kane
is fantastic. I hope and wish that every
season he scores 15 or more than 15. “I
think he can still improve. He is 24.
Players arrive at their best when they are
27, 28, 29. “It depends on how profes-
sional you are. If Harry Kane can keep
that mentality every day and never
changes that mentality, then he can play
for as long as he wants. But he can still

improve.” Southampton face Spurs on
the back of a 1-1 home draw with
Huddersfield which was overshadowed
by a clash between Saints striker Charlie
Austin and Town keeper Jonas Lossl.
Huddersfield manager David Wagner
claimed the forward allowed his boot to
connect with Lossl’s head and Austin has
been charged with violent conduct by
the Football Association. Austin also
picked up a hamstring injury in the game
that is likely to keep him for at least two

weeks, depriving Saints of the in-form
goalscorer for the trip to Wembley.

Virgil van Dijk is also likely to be
missing after the centre-back - a target
for Manchester City and Liverpool - was
left out for the Huddersfield clash that
left Southampton in 13th place. “There is
a lot of speculation about him,” said
Saints boss Mauricio Pellegrino. “I can-
not control this but I have to think about
the next game. We train tomorrow and
then decide if he can play.” — AFP 
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ARABIAN GULF CUP
Yemen v Bahrain 17:30
MBC Pro Sports 1 HD
KTV Sport HD
Dubai Sports 1 HD
Iraq v Qatar 20:00
Kuwait TV Sport Plus
KTV Sport HD

ITALIAN CUP
Lazio v Fiorentina 23:00
beIN SPORTS

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Tottenham Hotspur v Southampton 15:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Chelsea v Brighton & Hove Albion 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Manchester United v Burnley 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Watford v Leicester City 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5
West Bromwich Albion v Everton 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Huddersfield Town v Stoke City 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Bournemouth v West Ham United 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 9
Liverpool v Swansea City 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2

BURNLEY: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane celebrates after scor-
ing his, and Tottenham’s third goal during the English Premier League football
match between Burnley and Tottenham Hotspur at Turf Moor. — AFP 

LONDON: Alvaro Morata’s return will
be welcomed by Antonio Conte but the
Chelsea manager knows his side face
Brighton at Stamford Bridge with their
Premier League title defense all but over.
Morata was forced to sit out the visit to
Everton on Saturday while he served a
one-match suspension and in his
absence, the Blues lacked the firepower
to break down Sam Allardyce’s side in a
goalless draw.

That led to Conte being forced to
defend his decision not to replace the
Spaniard with a conventional target man.
Chelsea goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
was among those who appeared to
question Conte’s approach after a result
that, combined with Manchester City’s
defeat of Bournemouth, left them 16
points behind the leaders at the halfway
stage of the season.

“I think we could have had more shots
on target but we didn’t have a big guy
up front despite lots of crosses into the
box,” said Courtois, after a game in
which Chelsea failed to turn their territo-
rial dominance into goals. The onus will

again be on third placed Chelsea to take
the initiative against a Brighton side who
ended a run of seven games without a
win with a timely victory over Watford.

Morata’s return will undoubtedly help,
but Conte’s decision to overlook Michy
Batshuayi until late in the game at
Everton will be taken as another indica-
tor of the coach’s lack of trust in the
Belgium international. Forward rein-
forcements will clearly be at the top of
Conte’s wish-list for the January transfer
window, with Chelsea still involved in
three over competitions, even if their
Premier League challenge has been
reduced to ensuring a top four finish.

Testing campaign 
Conte had predicted this would be a

testing campaign even before the start of
the season because of the club’s return
to European football. And the evidence
of the opening half of the campaign has
justified Conte’s standpoint, even if his
side have shown flashes of the outstand-
ing form that took them to the title last
year. Brighton will travel to London with
renewed belief after moving towards
mid-table following the win against
Watford.

Pascal Gross’s second half goal -
Brighton’s first from open play in over 10
and a half hours - secured the points at a
time when it looked as though the newly
promoted side were set for another
afternoon of frustration. Seagulls manag-
er Chris Hughton admitted the result was
exactly what his side needed before fac-

ing the champions. “It’s one that we
needed,” he said. “We’ve got Chelsea on
Boxing Day and there won’t be too many
that fancy us or expect us to get any-
thing there. 

“With that being the case in particu-
lar, it was important that we picked up
something and that allows us to go into
that Chelsea game with a little bit more
confidence.  “We need to make sure that

in the games where we know we have a
better chance of getting something, that
we put in performances like we did
today.  “It was a good all-round per-
formance and we certainly need to take
that on.” Shane Duffy sat out the
Watford game while serving a one-
match suspension but is expected to
return to the starting line-up in place of
Connor Goldson.— AFP 

Morata return
boosts 
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LONDON: Chelsea’s Spanish striker Alvaro Morata (L) celebrates scoring the
team’s second goal, with teammates during the English League Cup quarter-
final football match between Chelsea and Bournemouth at Stamford Bridge
Stadium. —AFP  


