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Peruvian president pardons 
ailing ex-leader Fujimori

Foes take to streets in protest

Established 1961 

LIMA: Peruvian President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski par-
doned former authoritarian leader Alberto Fujimori late on
Sunday, triggering Christmas Eve street clashes as pro-
testers denounced the decision as part of a crude political
deal. At least two ministers in Kuczynski’s cabinet who
objected to the pardon told him they wanted to resign, and
Kuczynski might reshuffle
the cabinet as early as
this week, a government
source said. Two ruling
party lawmakers quit his
party as his political
group planned next steps.

Kuczynski, a 79-year-
old former Wall Street
banker who vowed as a
candidate not to pardon
Fujimori, based his deci-
sion on a medical review
that found Fujimori suf-
fered from “a progressive,
degenerative and incurable disease,” according to a state-
ment from the president’s office. Late on Sunday, Fujimori
was taken to hospital from prison by ambulance to treat a
drop in blood pressure and abnormal heart beat.

But many in Peru saw the pardon as part of a quid pro
quo after Fujimori’s loyalists unexpectedly saved
Kuczynski from a scandal that nearly removed him from
office three days earlier. “To save his own skin he cut a
deal with Fujimori’s supporters to infamously pardon a
corrupt killer,” said Veronika Mendoza, a leftist leader who
competed against Kuczynski in last year’s presidential
election. Kuczynski’s center-right government has repeat-
edly denied allegations that a pardon for Fujimori was part
of any political negotiation.

Fujimori is a deeply divisive figure in Peru. While many
consider him a corrupt dictator, others credit him with
ending an economic crisis and bloody leftist insurgency
during his 1990-2000 right-wing government. “He’s the
best president Peru ever had,” said Maria Luisa Cuculiza, a
friend and former minister of Fujimori, adding that he no
longer had any political ambitions. “He doesn’t want to
return to politics. He just wants to be a good grandfather,”
Cuculiza told Reuters by telephone.

Kuczynski’s decision clears Fujimori of convictions for
human rights crimes and graft before completion of a 25-

year prison sentence, and could define the president’s
legacy. Police fired teargas at scores of Fujimori’s oppo-
nents in downtown Lima, who waved pictures of the vic-
tims of a bloody counterinsurgency campaign during his
term. Officers in riot gear stood guard at Kuczynski’s
house in the capital’s San Isidro financial district as pro-

testers called for the march
to make its way there.

Fujimori’s family and
supporters cheered the
pardon as a long-overdue
vindication for a misunder-
stood hero. Holding a vigil
at the hospital where
Fujimori remained late on
Sunday, his followers
waved banners reading
“Freedom for Fujimori!”
But the pardon was a blow
to the relatives of victims,
prosecutors and human

rights activists who helped put Fujimori behind bars in a
lengthy judicial process that earned Peru global plaudits
for fighting impunity. Kuczynski, “you’ve betrayed justice,
democracy and victims.  History will never forgive you,”
said Indira Huilca, a leftist lawmaker whose union leader
father was shot dead in 1992 in what the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights deemed an extrajudicial killing.

‘Eternally Grateful’
Kuczynski ran for office to cap a career in finance and

public administration. He has led demands in the region for
democratic reforms from Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, whom he has called a “dictator”, and the pardon
may tarnish Kuczynski’s image and expose him to accusa-
tions of hypocrisy. It could also prompt one of the biggest
political realignments in Peru since Fujimori fled to his par-
ents’ homeland of Japan in 2000 as a corruption scandal
brought his decade in power to an end.

Fujimori was extradited back to Peru in 2007 and later
found guilty of commanding death squads that massacred
civilians, bribing lawmakers and having a hand in the kid-
napping a journalist, among other crimes. Despite his
downfall, the right-wing populist movement that Fujimori
built has remained one of the most potent political forces
in Peru. His eldest daughter, Keiko, leads the opposition

party Popular Force that controls Congress, while his
youngest son, Kenji, has courted ties with Kuczynski’s
government as he challenges his sister’s past decade of
leadership of their father’s following.

On Thursday, Kenji led a surprise defection in Popular
Force that narrowly saved Kuczynski from a bid in
Congress led by Kieko’s followers that would have
removed him from office in the wake of a graft scandal.
“We’re eternally grateful to you,” Kenji told Kuczynski on
Twitter, noting that he was speaking for Fujimori’s family.
In a video Kenji shared on social media, a gray-haired
Fujimori, connected to tubes in hospital, was seen smiling
after reading Kuczynski’s announcement on a cellphone
with Kenji. Kenji said Fujimori was recovering in intensive

care and would not likely go home for a few days. Before
the announcement, Kuczynski summoned his cabinet and
ruling party lawmakers to the presidential palace to tell
them of his decision. Congressman Alberto de Belaunde
announced his resignation from Kuczynski’s party after-
ward on Twitter. Congressman Vicente Zeballos, another
ruling party lawmaker, was also resigning, the El Comercio
newspaper reported. As the pardon inflamed long-dor-
mant political tension in Peru, a representative of the polit-
ical arm of the Maoist-inspired rebel group Shining Path
called for Kuczynski to release its historic leader.
“Freedom for Dr Abimael Guzman Reinoso!” Guzman’s
attorney, Alfredo Crespo, wrote in a message to journal-
ists. “Enough of hate and persecution!” —Reuters 

2 ruling party 
lawmakers 

quit in outrage 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu offered to play tour
guide to Christian pilgrims on Sunday in a
message relayed from Jerusalem, whose
recognition as Israel’s capital by US
President Donald Trump has split global
Christian opinion. A Christmas Eve video on
Twitter showed Netanyahu against the back-
drop of East Jerusalem, an area laden with
Jewish, Christian and Muslim shrines that
Israel captured in a 1967 war and which
Palestinians want as their own future capital.

In the message, titled “Merry Christmas
from Jerusalem, the capital of Israel!” he
described Israel as a haven for its 2 percent
Christian minority because, he said, “We
protect the rights of everyone to worship in
the holy sites behind me.” Netanyahu named
several Christian pilgrimage sites in Israel -

including the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
in East Jerusalem’s Old City - which would
take visitors “in the footsteps of Jesus and
the origin of our Judeo-Christian heritage.”

“For those of you who come to Israel, I’m
going to take a guided tour. In fact, I’ll be
your guide on this guided tour,” Netanyahu
said. This would happen Christmas next year
he said, without going into the logistics.
Trump’s Dec 6 announcement on Jerusalem
reversed decades of US policy on leaving
the city’s status to Israeli-Palestinian negoti-
ation. The move angered Muslims and was
rejected by most world powers. 

US evangelicals who see God’s hand in the
modern-day return of Jews to a biblical home-
land were buoyed. But Pope Francis called for
the status quo in the city to be respected, and
several other Christian denominations were
opposed. “The international consensus
strengthens our cause and imbues our people
with steadfastness,” Palestinian Prime Minister
Rami Al-Hamdallah said at a ceremony in the
occupied West Bank city of Bethlehem, tradi-
tional site of Jesus’ birth. East Jerusalem,
Hamdallah said, “is a Palestinian, Arab, Muslim
and Christian city, and there will be no
Palestinian state without Jerusalem as its capi-
tal, and without this there will be no peace in
the region nor in the whole world.” —Reuters

From Jerusalem, 
Netanyahu offers 
Christians personal 
tours of Israel 

LIMA: People celebrate in favor of Peru’s ex-president Alberto Fujimori on Sunday. —AFP 

Journalist, judge 
clash in Turkey 
newspaper trial
ISTANBUL: A judge ejected one of Turkey’s most
respected investigative journalists from court yesterday
and ruled that he and three other suspects should remain
in jail, in the controversial trial of staff from the main
opposition newspaper. It was one of the angriest
exchanges so far in the trial on terror charges of 17 current
and former writers, cartoonists and executives from
Cumhuriyet (Republic), which has raised alarm over press
freedom under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The trial began on July 24, and after several conditional
releases in previous hearings, four of the suspects remain
behind bars. The judge ordered the four of them - investiga-
tive journalist Ahmet Sik, the paper’s chairman Akin Atalay,
editor-in-chief Murat Sabuncu and accountant Emre Iper -
to stay in jail, defense lawyer Kemal Aytac told AFP. The
next hearing will be on March 9 and take place in the Silivri
prison complex, outside Istanbul, rather than the city’s main
courthouse where the trial has been heard until now.

‘Judiciary controlled by government’ 
Earlier in the hearing, Sik was ordered to leave the court by

the judge because of his “political” defense statement that
condemned the government and claimed it treated its critics
as “terrorists”. “There is a judiciary controlled by the govern-
ment that is translating this ‘terrorist’ term into preposterous
accusations,” Sik, who has now been in prison for 360 days,
told the court. During the fraught hearing, Judge Abdurrahman
Orkun Dag refused to allow Sik to continue. “That’s enough! If
you want to play politics, become a member of parliament... I
cannot allow him to defend himself like this. Take the defen-
dant outside!” Dag said, ordering his removal.

Angry supporters in the courtroom responded by
shouting: “You are all going to be tried one day” and
“Ahmet will get out, he will write again” causing the trial to
be adjourned for lunch. Sik, already jailed from 2011-2012,
wrote a book exposing former ties of members of the

Turkish elite to the movement of US-based Islamic
preacher Fethullah Gulen, who Ankara accuses of being
behind last year’s failed coup.

‘Attempt to silence’ 
The 17 current and former Cumhuriyet employees are

charged with supporting through their coverage three
organizations Turkey views as terror groups - the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the ultra-left
Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C),
and the Gulen movement. They face up to 43 years in
prison if convicted. Their supporters say the charges are
absurd and the daily says the trial is an attempt to silence
one of the last independent newspapers in Turkey.

Cumhuriyet is fiercely critical of Erdogan and has run
front page stories that have angered the president. “This
trial is a symbol of the attempt to silence freedom of
expression in Turkey. It is a symbol of pressure on journal-

ists,” Gulendam San Karabulutlar, a defense lawyer, told
AFP. Dozens of supporters gathered outside the court in
Istanbul, holding signs saying “You are not alone, we are
not alone”, “Justice for all” and “Freedom for all journal-
ists”. Some held yesterday’s issue of Cumhuriyet whose
front page read: “Justice immediately”.

Some of the most high-profile suspects - including
political commentator Kadri Gursel - have already been
released but remain charged and on trial. Dozens of jour-
nalists have been arrested in Turkey since the failed coup
as part of its crackdown on alleged threats to the state. In
total, more than 55,000 people have been arrested, raising
concern in Western capitals. According to the P24 press
freedom group, there are 170 journalists behind bars in
Turkey, most of whom were arrested under the state of
emergency in place since July 2016. Turkey is ranked 151st
of 180 countries in the 2016 World Press Freedom index
published by Reporters Without Borders (RSF).  —AFP 

ISTANBUL: Protestors hold placards with images of jailed journalists and words which trans-
late as “You are not alone” during a demonstration in front of a courthouse yesterday. —AFP 

Four dead after 
bus ploughs into 
Moscow underpass
MOSCOW: Four people were killed yesterday when a Moscow bus
ploughed into a pedestrian underpass in the west of the city, officials
said. It was not immediately clear what caused the accident as authori-
ties said they were looking into several possibilities, including a technical
malfunction. Authorities did not mention terrorism as a possible cause.
“Nine people are currently in the city’s clinics... four people died on the
spot,” the Moscow city hall said in a statement on the website.

Police were also giving the figure of four killed, revised down from
previous statements which said the accident caused five deaths. Footage
broadcast on national television showed the bus driving onto the pave-
ment and then down the stairs of the underpass, running over several
pedestrians before coming to a stop. Moscow police said in a statement
they were looking into two possible causes - the driver losing control of
the vehicle and a technical problem with the bus.

“The driver of the bus began movement and then changed his trajec-
tory, which resulted in the bus going down into the pedestrian under-
pass,” the statement said. “The driver has been detained. Police employ-
ees are working with him,” the statement said. “According to the driver,
the bus was parked and suddenly began to move by itself,” said a state-
ment by the Russian Investigative Committee, which probes major crimes.
“Despite his attempts to stop the bus, the braking system did not work

and the bus continued moving,” it said. Investigators said they were
questioning witnesses and plan to examine vehicle documentation and
order medical examination of the driver. The accident happened around 3
pm (1200 GMT) near Moscow’s Slavyansky Boulevard metro station, a
prestigious residential area near one of the capital’s main avenues. Sirens
were blaring around the metro station, with authorities preparing to pull
the bus out of the underpass, an AFP correspondent at the scene said.

The underpass and surrounding area were cordoned off and several
black body bags could be seen on the pavement, partially covered with
falling snow. The emergencies ministry said helicopters had been dis-
patched to the scene to help evacuate the victims. —AFP 

MOSCOW: A picture obtained from Twitter shows a
view of the site where a city bus ploughed into a pedes-
trian underpass yesterday. —AFP 

Turkish lawyers 
say decree grants 
impunity for 
political violence
ANKARA: A new emergency decree in Turkey could allow
vigilantes to carry out political violence with impunity
against opponents of the government suspected of
involvement in last year’s coup attempt, Turkey’s main
lawyers’ groups said yesterday. The government defended
the emergency decree, issued on Sunday, which it said was
intended to ensure that Turks who took to the streets to
protect the elected government during the failed 2016
coup would not face punishment.

Turkey already granted officials immunity last year from
prosecution for their official actions taken to suppress the
coup. Sunday’s decree extended that immunity to civilians
“whether they have an official title or not, and whether they
have carried out official duties or not”. The lawyers’ groups
said the measure was vaguely-worded and could lead to
violence. “People will start shooting each other in the head
on the streets. How will you prevent this?” Metin Feyzioglu,
the head of the Union of Turkish Bar Associations, said in a
video response. “So you have brought out an article that
leaves civilians killing and lynching each other unpunished
and without compensation. Are you aware of what you
have done Mr. President?”

Turkey’s main opposition Republican People’s Party
(CHP) said it would appeal the decree at the constitutional
court. In a rare show of opposition, Abdullah Gul, a former
president and longtime ally of President Tayyip Erdogan,
said the wording of the article was worrisome, adding that
he hoped it would be revised to prevent problems in the
future. A separate decree on Sunday dismissed 2,756 more
people from their jobs, accusing them of links to terrorist
organizations. Turkey has already sacked or suspended
more than 150,000 police, teachers, lawyers and other pro-
fessionals from their jobs in the aftermath of the coup.
More than 50,000 people have been arrested.—Reuters


