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MADRID: Kuwait has huge cultural and
tourism potential, Secretary-General of the
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Dr
Taleb Rifai expressing optimism about the
Gulf country’s eagerness to invest more in its
tourism sector.  The Kuwaiti government has
recently shown growing interest in boosting
tourism sector and even took several meas-
ures to use its potential to give impetus to
this important sector, Rifai said in interview
with KUNA, just few days before the end of
his tenure.  He forecast that Kuwait will
prove successful in its endeavor to develop
the tourism sector.

Kuwait has great capabilities and
resources, especially at the cultural level,
said the UNWTO official. Rifai, a former
Jordanian minister, described Kuwait as a
beacon of creative thinking and dialogue. In
sixties and seventies of the last century,
Kuwait was a hub for creative writers and
artists in the region, he said, adding that this

has not changed a lot nowadays.  In the
Arabian Gulf level, Rifai noted that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has also increased
its interest in the tourism sector considering
it a new and important source of income
especially after the sharp decline in oil
prices.  He urged the oil-rich Gulf countries
to take tourism seriously as an important
investment domain.    On the Arab level, he
pointed out that the leading Arab touristic
countries, namely Egypt, Tunisia, Lebanon
and Jordan have been making huge gains
from tourism and beefing up national
economies despite the current challenges
caused by the political unrest and terrorism.

He unveiled that he plans to visit Syria
shortly to get first-hand information about
the situation in the country’s archaeological
sites, particularly in Palmyra.  In this regard,
he called on the international community to
unite to protect historical sites in the war-
torn Syria. —KUNA
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Kuwait has great tourism, 
cultural potential: Official

Kuwait taps Chinese experience in 
youth empowerment: Al-Mutairi 

YPA aims to build capacities and harness skills of youth
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Embassy of China to Kuwait held a China-
Kuwait Youth Forum on Sunday at Jumeirah Messilah
Beach Hotel. “Chinese-Kuwaiti relations have quickly
developed over the past years. China is aiming to promote
cooperation with Kuwait in the economic and commercial
fields, and to contribute to the projects of Kuwait’s Silk
City and islands which serve the two nations’ interests,”
Charge d’Affaires of the Chinese Embassy in Kuwait
Zahao Liang said.

During his speech, Liang pointed out that the year of
2017 was the greatest year between the two countries
where the volume of trade between the two sides reached
$8.3 billion, adding that China also signed new construc-
tion contracts at a total value of $2.8 billion.

On cultural exchange, he said that the accomplishments
have been chalked up, as Kuwait has become the first Gulf
state to sign an agreement with the Chinese government to
set up a cultural center where China’s readiness to intensi-
fy reciprocal visits with the Kuwaiti side and strengthen
friendship bonds.

For his part, Kuwait’s Youth Public Authority (YPA)
Director General Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, said that the
authority aims to empower youth like China did and
increase their contribution to state building. 

Mutairi added “The YPA’s strategy focuses on partici-
patory planning and studying more than 100 success sto-
ries and experiments from around the globe.”

He affirmed that the YPA benefited from the Chinese
experiment in this regard as China is the world’s second
largest economy. “The official lauded China’s administra-
tive principles, particularly the simplification of proce-
dures. He pointed to the Chinese experiment in selecting

national cadres and minimizing departments and sections,
with the aim of boosting investment.”

Al-Mutairi emphasized that YPA aims to build capaci-
ties and harness skills of youth as well as create the sup-
portive environment for unconventional learning and
thinking.  He stated that the vision of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s to transform
the country into a global commercial hub prompted the
authority to focus more on empowering youth and devel-
oping their skills to serve the society. 

55 Kuwaitis 
graduate from
Command and Staff
College in Sudan 
KHARTOUM: Some 55 Kuwaiti officers on
Sunday graduated from the joint command
and staff college in Sudan. Speaking during
a graduation ceremony, Sudanese President
Omar Al-Bashir hailed the participation of
many officers from sisterly countries in such
training courses as a reflection of the close
ranks and unity among these countries as
well as the employment of available poten-
tial for mutual benefits. 

Meanwhile, commander of the college
Ahmad Al-Fekki congratulated the 466
graduates. He stressed that the college
welcomes officers from Kuwait and other
Arab and Muslim countries. He added that
the graduates  were granted Masters
Degrees in Military Sciences at the end of
the course.

Staff Lieutenant Colonel Mohammad Al-
Thayadi, speaking on behalf of the Kuwaiti
graduates, said that that the 10 month-long

course included many lectures and practical
trainings. —KUNA 

KUWAIT: Inauguration ceremony of China-Kuwait Youth Forum.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Youth Public Authority
(YPA) Director General Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi addresses the China-Kuwait Youth
Forum yesterday.— Photos by Joseph Shagra

The Kuwaiti graduates.—KUNA


