
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Premier and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said that Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia see eye-to-eye on each other’s economic diversification plans.

Sheikh Nasser made the remarks at a ‘New Kuwait 2035’ working
group meeting on Sunday, attended by Saudi Arabia’s visiting Royal
Court Advisor Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahad bin Abdulaziz
Al-Saud, a Kuwait Defense Ministry statement read.  The Saudi offi-
cial’s attendance of the talks was a “great opportunity” to outline to
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud and Crown Prince,
Premier and Defense Minister Prince Mohammad bin Salman “coordi-
nation” on the two countries’ development visions, said Kuwait’s
deputy premier.  “The future visions adopted by both countries are
ambitious plans that boost their strength and unity,” he said, in refer-
ence to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s ‘New Kuwait 2035’ vision and the ‘Saudi 2030 Vision.’

After having earlier received an invitation for an official visit to
Saudi Arabia from Prince Mohammad bin Salman, Sheikh Nasser said
he would be briefing Saudi officials on the matter during talks with
the prince. 

Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah yesterday met at Seif
Palace US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence R Silverman. According
to the Defense Ministry’s public relations department, both sides dis-
cussed during the meeting issues of mutual concern and ways of bol-
stering bilateral relations. The meeting was attended by Kuwaiti
Army’s Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khoder,
Ministry of Defense’s Undersecretary Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah and Chief of US Office of Military Cooperation
Brigadier-General David San Clemente. — KUNA
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Horeca 2018 to
be held from
January 15 to 17
KUWAIT: The Horeca Kuwait 2018 organiz-
ing committee announced that the exhibition
will be held in the period of Jan 15-17, 2018
under the auspices of Minister of Commerce
and Industry and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan at the Mishref
International Fairgrounds. This came in a
statement by the head of the committee and
Leaders Group General Manager Nabila Al-
Anjeri, who stressed that Roudhan’s patron-
age adds more value to this one-of-a-kind
event in Kuwait and manifests the minister’s
interest in activating trade and industry as
well as the care given to youth issues and
enhancing Kuwaiti youth role in national pro-
duction, not to mention creating more job
opportunities for them. 

“The continued success of our exhibition
emphasizes that Kuwait is ready for promis-
ing achievements in the line of hospitality,

especially if the government cooperates with
the private sector and proper policies are
set,” she said. Anjeri added that business and
hospitality tourism is rapidly growing in
Kuwait thanks to initiatives by non-govern-
mental bodies. “The total number of partici-
pants has so far reached more than twice as
much as those taking part in Horeca’s first
edition,” she added, noting that over 80 lead-
ing companies specializing in hospitality,
food, hotel equipment, tourism, shipping and
energy have so far joined Horeca 2018. 

Anjeri stressed that it is one of the exhibi-
tion’s aims to prove that tourism and hospital-

ity can be promoted and developed “once we
have the will and sound planning”. “This is
annually proven with each edition of Horeca
even without implementing new government
policies or strategic plans to encourage
tourism and business. So, what if we had such
policies and plans?” she wondered. 

Anjeri thanked the International fair
Grounds Company and participants in the
exhibition, the culinary competition and other
activities, noting that sponsors are actual
partners in the success achieved so far.  She
added that the exhibition is held through a
strategic partnership between Leaders Group
and the Lebanese company ‘Hospitality
Services’, the owner of the ‘Horeca’ trade-
mark in the Arab world. 

“Horeca is not just an exhibition - it is
rather a specialized phenomenon directly
related to tourism and the hospitality sector,”
Anjeri said, noting that the exhibition is also a
venue for catering and hotel equipment busi-
ness. Over the past seven years, the exhibi-
tion has proven its ability to grow and devel-
op despite the occasional regional economic
and political crises. “This proves that Kuwait
is a fertile environment for these activities
once we have the needed executive deci-
sions,” she concluded. 

Khaled Al-Roudhan Nabila Al-Anjeri

TV folk band 
performs to 
celebrate 
Gulf Cup 23
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Information Ministry is
organizing various activities during the Gulf
Cup 23 in Mubarakiya, Murouj and other
locations. On Sunday evening, a TV folk
band performed at Mubarakiya for about
two hours to entertain visitors. 

KTV reporter Kafiya Al-Dhafiri said
Kuwait TV, as part of the Information
Ministry, has been holding various activities
from the start of the Gulf Cup on Dec 22 and
will continue till Jan 5. “We have a live studio
here in Mubarakiya during the entire period
to interview visitors on their opinions on the
matches and reviewing the games, in addi-
tion to our media center at Sheraton Hotel,”
Dhafiri told Kuwait Times.  

Souq Mubarakiya is a very popular desti-
nation for tourists. “Tonight’s activity aims to
encourage tourism in Kuwait. During the
Gulf Cup, many visitors arrive from GCC

countries, so the information ministry is
holding entertainment activities, media
events and various competitions. As
Mubarakiya is a traditional Kuwaiti market,
it’s always visited by tourists,” she added.

On Sunday there were no football match-
es, so the event was organized especially for
the players. “Not all players came, as those
who will play tomorrow are training. All local
TV channels and radio stations are broad-

casting the matches and entertainment
activities,” Dhafiri  explained. “Also at
Murouj, live activities are held daily and are
open to the public. There are huge screens
broadcasting the matches live, and on the
days when there are no matches, various
entertainment and musical activities are held
including magic shows, performances by
Kuwaiti musical bands and many others,”
she concluded. 

Secondhand 
furniture 
stores closed 
KUWAIT: On the instructions of
Minister of Public Works and Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs Hossam Al-
Roumi concerning dealing strictly with
stores unlawfully occupying outdoor
areas, municipality inspectors toured the
secondhand furniture market in Al-Rai,
where stacks of furniture are displayed
outside the stores. 

The municipality PR department said
the inspection campaign started at 9:00

am and lasted till noon, headed by the
Capital municipality manager Bader
Nasser Borqobah and manager of the
Capital cleanliness and road blockage
department Meshaal Al-Azmi.
Commenting on the campaign,
Borqobah said the team had previously
warned the violating stores against uti-
lizing outdoor areas without permission
but they did not respond to warnings. 

Azmi stressed that the campaigns
would continue to implement ministerial
decision number 149/2006 pertaining
the use of outdoor areas and decision
number 190/2008 pertaining removing
abandoned vehicles. Azmi added that
the campaign resulted in closing a num-
ber of stores and confiscating 56 cu m
of the displayed furniture.  

KUWAIT: Photographs show TV folk band perform at Mubarakiya. 

Awqaf Minister
says agenda fits
into development
plans
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Afasi said
yesterday that his ministry’s plans are
in line with the nation’s development
goals. Upon unveiling one of many pro-
grams the Ministry of Awqaf has in
store, Al-Afasi, who is also Minister of
Justice, said that the plan would be
evaluated carefully within the next few

months to pinpoint any existing hurdles
that could impede progress.  

As a government body that deals
with Islamic affairs, he pointed out that
it was incumbent upon the ministry to
disseminate ideologies promoting
moderation and harmony, virtues that
are synonymous with the Islamic faith,
Al-Afasi underlined.  Meanwhile, in a
speech of his own, the Ministry of
Awqaf’s undersecretary Fareed Amadi
said that strategic planning was key to
overcome challenges and remain on the
path to prosperity.

He spoke of knowledge as the
bedrock of national development,
revealing that the “Ministry of Awqaf
was among the first institutions in the
Arab and Islamic region to take up
strategic planning.” — KUNA

KUWAIT: Municipality inspectors during the campaign at secondhand furniture market
in Al-Rai. 

Kuwait Cabinet
sends Caracal
deal to anti-graft
commission
KUWAIT:  The Kuwaiti Cabinet has
ordered that a recent judicial report
about the Caracal military helicopter
deal be taken to National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NAZAHA).

The order was given during the
Cabinet’s customary weekly meeting
yesterday, presided over by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
The latest move came following recent
instructions by His Highness the Prime
Minister sending the dossier to the
commission and Kuwait State Audit

Bureau (SAB) to check all relevant doc-
uments and report to the Cabinet as
early as possible.  Also in a local issue,
the Cabinet adopted a draft decree
appointing new board members of the
Central Agency for Public Tenders
(CAPT), Deputy Premier and State
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh said in a statement following the
meeting.  The ministers also congratu-
lated His Highness the Amir, His
Highness the Crown Prince and Kuwaiti
people on New Year, wishing peace,
security and stability worldwide.  The
cabinet further voiced much satisfaction
with the participation of Gulf football
teams in the Arabian Gulf Cup, better
known as Gulf 23, held in Kuwait, and
appreciated the great efforts of the
organizing committee.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti  Cabinet
sharply deplored a recent planned mis-
sile attack by Yemen’s Houthi militias on
the Saudi capital, Riyadh, as a “heinous
aggression” on the kingdom’s security
and stability. — KUNA


