
H e a l t h Sunday, December 24, 2017

23Established 1961 

PARIS: French baby-milk maker Lactalis on
Thursday ordered the recall of all of the
production of one of its factories since
February over fears of possible contamina-
tion with salmonella. Lactalis, one of the
world’s top dairy producers, had already
recalled around 7,000 tons of infant for-
mula milk two weeks ago. But in what it
described as “a precautionary measure” on
Thursday, it had now decided-in consulta-
tion with the health authorities-to recall “all
infant formula and nutritional products
manufactured and conditioned in the Craon
factory” in north western France.

“Information received from the health
authorities as well as the results of initial
investigations carried out... led the group to
issue a second recall, this time of all prod-
ucts manufactured since February 15, 2017
using a specific drying tower at the facto-
ry,” the statement said. The latest recall
involves 720 batches of products sold in
France and overseas, compared with the
initial recall of 625 batches on December
10. It concerned powders and infant cereals
of the group’s Picot and Milumel brands, as
well as the Taranis powdered amino-acid
mix, the company said. 

“We now know that there has been a
low-level dispersed contamination within
Craon factory, due to work during the first
2017 semester,” it explained.  The Craon
site was shut down on December 8 “for a
thorough and comprehensive audit,” it
added. On Monday, the health authorities
said that 23 infants had been identified as
having drunk formula milk produced at
Craon and who had caught salmonellosis.

Around a dozen of the infants had been
hospitalized, but had subsequently been
discharged and were “doing well”, the
authorities said.  The father of one three-

month-old baby, who drank the milk, and
the UFC Que Choisir consumer associa-
tion, said Monday they had filed a com-
plaint against Lactalis. 

Very sensitive products
By recalling all of the factory’s produc-

tion, Lactalis was applying “the principle
of maximum precaution,” said Jehan
Moreau, director of the French National
Federation of Dairy Industries or FNIL.
“Infant milks are very sensitive products
and no risks should be taken. But it’s a ter-
rible decision for them, because it will con-
stitute a huge shortfall,” Moreau told AFP.
Salmonellosis is a food poisoning that

ranges from mild gastroenteritis to more
serious infections. It is potentially more
dangerous for young children, the elderly
or weak.

The health ministry asked parents “not
to use, where possible”, the products
concerned.  In the worst case, pediatri-
cians recommend boiling the milk for two
minutes.  Lactalis has set up a 24-hour
helpline for consumers. “We wish to
extend our sincerest apologies to the
families affected. We are well aware of the
seriousness of the situation and fully
understand the anxiety and inconvenience
that have been caused,” it said in a state-
ment. —AFP
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Modern-day Mowgli: 
Indian toddler forges
bond with monkeys
DHARWAD, India:  He is st i l l  too
young to talk, but a two-year-old
Indian boy has become a modern-
day Mowgli and a subject of local
intrigue after befriending a gang of
langur monkeys. Samarth Bangari’s
unusual friendship was discovered
when the youngster was spotted
alone in his village in southern India
playing with nearly two dozen grey
langurs.

The infant’s uncle Barama Reddy
said it was “strange” for the monkeys
to behave like that, and vil lagers
feared the boy would be attacked
while his parents worked in a nearby
field. But it soon became clear they
were more than comfortable in his
presence, with the youngster happy
to share some of his food with the
visiting troupe. The monkeys kept
returning, day after day, to visit their
young friend in Allapur, roughly 400
ki lometers from the city of
Bangalore, his uncle said. “Since that
day, the monkeys haven’t missed a
day. They come to the house around
the same time,” Reddy said.

“Even if he is sleeping, they first
wake him up, and then sit with him
for an hour or two.” The unusual rela-
tionship piqued local interest, and
soon people began visiting the house

to catch a glimpse of young Samarth
tottering around the farm with 20
langurs in tow. Thinking the monkeys
must enjoy the company of children,
another youngster was plonked next
to Samarth but the langur pack
became aggressive, Reddy said.

He said Samarth was now a local
legend due to his “special bond” with
the monkeys, whose sounds he mim-
ics even though he cannot speak yet.
“Everyone thinks that he is special
and they are communicating with
each other, and can understand what
is being said,” Reddy said. Mowgli
was a character in “The Jungle Book”,
Rudyard Kipling’s tales about a boy
who grew up in the wild in India, and
is often used as a shorthand for peo-
ple who are able to bridge the
human-animal divide.—AFP

CRAON: This file photo shows the Celia dairy company’s infant milk factory that belongs to the LNS
Lactalis group in Craon, western France. —AFP

BANGALORE: In this photograph Indian child
Samarth Bangari, 2, feeds langur monkeys
in a field near his home in Allapur in India’s
southwest Karnataka state. —AFP


