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Friendly ‘robocop’ 
helps police in
Hungary
SZOLNOK, Hungary: A talkative little robot has been
enlisted by police in Hungary to help bring an electric
jolt to presentations in schools and pensioner clubs.
“Hi kids!” said robot “Robi” to a class of primary
school children in Szolnok, 100 kilometers east of
Budapest. “Some things you need to be careful with
when using the internet...” he continued in a tinny
voice. About 40 centimeters tall and 20 wide (16 by
eight inches), and weighing 1.6 kilograms, Robi’s 16-
part body stood on a table, gesturing as he talks. 

“It grabs the attention more if a robot is talking,”
Robi’s programmer Csaba Erdos, a police educational
instructor, said. “It’s a new way of communicating and
presenting,” he said. Robi has been operational in the
Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok county since May, and Erdos,
38, said there are plans to have similar robots jumping
into action soon around the country. Most weeks
Erdos takes Robi with him to help at presentations to
school kids and elderly people on themes like crime
prevention, digital security and road safety.

During a break to recharge-after 30 minutes of
talking Robi needed more power-one boy at the
Tiszaparti school told AFP that he hadn’t seen a talk-
ing robot before, apart from in the “Transformers”
cartoon. “His voice took a while to get used to but I
loved it, he was very clever,” said 10-year-old Milan
Markus.  After the talk, the children laughed as they all
tried to mirror his robot moves.  

Occasionally Robi also greets reporters at press
conferences, where he gives advice on how to avoid
crimes like break-ins. He can even answer questions, “as
long as they are pre-programmed,” said Erdos.
Sporting a police logo on his chest, the friendly Robi
can also help engender trust in the police, Erdos said.
“Robots can be a force for good, helping and support-
ing people, rather than replacing or threatening them,
as they are sometimes portrayed in films, he said.—AFP

JERUSALEM: It only takes a tap on a smartphone to
reveal it: a world of dealers posting photos of their
products and promises of top-quality marijuana. “It’s
like e-bay,” one Israeli user, who declined to give his
name, said. “Thousands of pictures of weed.” Telegrass,
an Israeli platform for drug-dealing, has won praise
from its users but sparked alarm among drug coun-
selors and police. Amos Dov Silver, a 33-year-old
Israeli, founded it in March as a channel on the
encrypted messaging app Telegram.

A dual Israel-US citizen, he now lives in the United
States “for fear that he’ll be arrested” in Israel, accord-
ing to Haaretz newspaper. Telegrass lets sellers list their
wares and prices, exchang-
ing self-deleting messages
with buyers to set up deliv-
eries. “We don’t know
exactly how many people
are using the platform, how-
ever we have over 100,000
registered users,” Silver said
in an online chat. “We will
have better statistics in the
future.”

The platform is in
Hebrew, as is Silver’s open
Facebook page, which hosts general discussions and
news on marijuana-related issues and says it has 22,442
followers. “Ground zero is Israel and therefore we work
mostly there. However we plan to grow internationally
in the future,” he said.

A phenomenon  
The Israeli buyer, who asked to be identified only by

the initial J, said the platform creates a marketplace
“where you can buy weed and its products anony-
mously online with small risk” and with a wide range of

product choices. He added that the communal nature of
Telegrass gives individual buyers a degree of security.
“If you get screwed by a seller-you pay for five grams
of weed and he only gives you three-you have someone
to go to,” he said.

Sellers have to undergo identity checks to be able to
post, he said. “Their details are in the hands of the peo-
ple who run the system” and they can sanction rogue
dealers by removing them from the service, thereby hit-
ting their trade, he said. J added that while the buyer
must identify him or herself to the seller, the latter has a
strong interest in deleting that information after the
transaction is completed so as not to leave evidence.

Israel police spokesman
Micky Rosenfeld said that
online drug trafficking was a
“phenomenon” in Israel,
although he did not com-
ment specifically on
Telegrass. “Police are taking
action against individuals
who use apps to try and
buy and sell mainly marijua-
na,” he said. “We’re tracking
phone devices and individu-
als who are trying to make

transactions and arrests are made accordingly.” Silver
describes himself as a marijuana legalization activist
who is not in it for financial gain. “The motivation is 100
percent ideological and the goal is legalization,” he
said. “I get a basic living income.” Telegram did not
respond to a request for comment.

Robin Hood of cannabis   
There is a certain level of tolerance for marijuana use

in Israel, with the government in March approving a
plan to partially decriminalize it in favor of fines and

treatment. The plan, based on recommendations from a
committee set up to study the issue, applies only to
instances of personal use. Producing, selling and buying
cannabis would remain criminal offences. The plan has
yet to be implemented, but Orit Sternberg, of the Israel
Anti-Drug Authority, said that the publicity surround-
ing it created a public perception that legalization was
just around the corner.

She said that it was no coincidence that Silver
launched Telegrass at exactly the same time. “He
exploited the momentum in a very clear and commer-
cial way,” she said. “Although there was absolutely no

change in legislation, young people understood that it
was alright and he is riding that wave.” Opponents of
Telegrass say it lulls both sellers and buyers into a false
sense of security, arguing that the pre-deal identity
checks required of both sides leave them open to
blackmail and extortion.

Silver’s supporters retort that setting up transac-
tions online in advance is less hazardous than trusting
chance encounters in clubs or on the streets. Sternberg
said Silver “is becoming a kind of hero... the Robin
Hood of cannabis, as if he is giving them a safer and
better life.” —AFP

Israel dope dealers boost 
business with smokescreen

Telegrass sparks alarm among drug counselors, police

JERUSALEM: This file photo shows an Israeli smoking a marijuana joint in Jerusalem during a rally at the
Rose garden, to celebrate 420 and to express their defiance of current laws. —AFP

Thousands of 
pictures of

weed

The best holidays are those you can look back years
later on and still recall the joyful moments as if it
were only yesterday. As memories can fade away,
pictures are the best reminders of lovely moments
we spend with loved ones. Once upon a time, we
needed a DSLR camera to capture those moments.
Not anymore. 

Whether you’re an enthusiastic photography amateur
or a seasoned pro, the Huawei Mate 10 Series smart-
phones are the indispensable photographic tools to
beautifully capture yourmoments and immortalize them.
Here are some pro tips on how to consider for better
holiday pictures that will rock your Instagram feed.

1. Explore the camera
Here’s another thing to do before your holiday

starts: sit down with your smartphone and get to
know it very well. Explore every feature in it and snap
as many pictures as you can. The feature-packed
Huawei Mate 10 Series smartphones offer an amazing
camera experience thanks to their Leica-branded
dual camera setup that’s unquestionably the best
highlight. 

Offering the world’s largest aperture of f/1.6, the
phones pack in a 20 MP monochrome and 12 MP
RGB sensors, an Image Optical Stabilization (IOS), as
well as 4-in-1 hybrid zoom. The Summilux-H lenses
on the main camera have been completely reworked
to boast the aperture and produce exceptional low-
light photography. So if you really want impressive
pictures, why not try out the different camera fea-
tures that will help you out?

2. Get advantage of artificial intelligence
Even though the Leica dual camera setup on

Huawei 10 Series smartphone is impressive in and of
itself, the artificial intelligence embedded into the
processor Kirin 970 can help perfect your shots with
real-time object and scene recognition. Having learnt
more than 100 million objects, the processor uses
data collected from the camera, identifies the subject
you want to take, and automatically fine-tunes the
camera settings to capture a DSLR-like picture. Trust
us! Relying on technology will help you achieve the
perfect shot. 

3. Get closer and snap intelligent selfies
Don’t be afraid to get closer to your subject’s face.

The Huawei Mate 10 Series smartphones’ cameras
use artificial intelligence to identify people’s faces
and adjust automatically the settings; this allows your
phone to produce a shallow depth-of-field effect,

leaving the background out of focus, while keeping
your subject’s face features sharp. And here’s a handy
tip! Sometimes blurring out the background a little
can bring the subject into sharper definition. 

4. Don’t be afraid to capture the action
Blurred pictures are a thing of the past. The

Huawei Mate 10 Series smartphones offer an amazing
AI-assisted feature that allow you to capture the
motion without blur. So if you want to capturea car
moving at 200km/h, kids running or people twirling,
worry no more! The HUAWEI Mate 10 Series smart-
phones are assisted by artificial intelligence to detect
and capture motion while reducing blur and deliver-
ing exceptional pictures of moving subjects. 

5. Get out in the dark
To improve your night photography skills, it’s very

important to go out in the dark and take as many pic-
tures as you can. Play around with the different lights
and perspectives and try different angles. As chal-
lenging as night photography can be, there’s nothing
quite like capturing the vibrant night-time city life
and energy. The Huawei Mate 10 Series smartphone’s
AI-powered intelligent photography settings allow
you to take amazing night snaps; assisted by artificial
intelligence, the camera will be able to pull out the
details and reduce the noise, thus delivering sharp
and clear pictures. You can walk the streets capturing
street lamps, bulbs, headlights, candles, which create
circular beads of colored light that add an artsy feel
to your shots. 

6. Create some monochrome magic
This is the best thing you can experience with the

Huawei  Mate 10 Ser ies . The smartphones are

equipped with dedicated monochrome Leica camera
lens that produce breathtaking and amazingly
detailed black and white pictures, thus giving your
pictures a timeless feel. Get into the festive spirit,
celebrate moments and immortalize memories with
your Huawei Mate 10 Series smartphone! Happy
holidays!

How to take your holiday pictures like a pro

Facebook promises 
personalized music 
in first label deal
NEW YORK: Facebook announced a licensing deal
Thursday with Universal Music Group, its first with a
major label, as the social media giant promised more
personalized, interactive music features for its two bil-
lion users. The move marks a new foray into music by
Facebook, which despite its global conquest has been
low-key in developing music functions compared with
fellow tech titans Apple, Google and Amazon.

Universal-home to some of the biggest names in
music from The Beatles to Elton John and Lady Gaga-
billed the agreement as its latest success in securing
more revenue from songs in an age of round-the-clock
Internet sharing. Universal will license its music record-
ings and videos around the world for use on Facebook
as well as on Instagram and the virtual reality site
Oculus, which are both owned by Mark Zuckerberg’s
company.

Facebook said users will eventually have access to a
vast library from Universal, allowing them to upload
licensed music or share it through Messenger. The two
companies, in a joint statement, said they were devel-
oping more personalized functions in a bid to “develop
the next generation of music products that best engage
social consumers.” —AFP


