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LOS ANGELES: Austin Rivers caught fire in the second
half and, with some help from Lou Williams, shot the
short-handed Los Angeles Clippers past the Houston
Rockets 128-118 on Friday night at Toyota Center.
Rivers scored 30 of his team-high 36 points on 10-of-
18 shooting in the second half, drilling 5 of 10 3-point-
ers down the stretch to keep the injury-riddled Rockets
(25-6) at bay. Williams, traded by Houston in the off-
season as part of the blockbuster Chris Paul acquisition,
scored 32 points. Rivers and Williams combined to
shoot 13 for 24 from behind the arc to offset another
breathtaking performance from Rockets guard James
Harden, who posted his second consecutive 51-point
outing. Harden finished 15 of 28 from the floor and 15 of
16 from the free-throw line while adding eight assists.
Eric Gordon chipped in 28 points for Houston, which
closed a season-long seven-game homestand with con-
secutive losses to the
Los Angeles teams.

Warriors 113, Lakers
106

Golden State regained
the top spot in the
Western Conference, ral-
lying from a fourth-quar-
ter deficit to win its 11th
straight game. Kevin
Durant had 33 points (12
on free throws) to lead
the Warriors, who have
beaten the Lakers the
last 10 times they’ve met in Oakland. Rookie Jordan Bell
(20 points and 10 rebounds) and Draymond Green (13
points and 11 rebounds), returning from a four-game
absence, complemented Durant with double-doubles
for the Warriors. Rookies Kyle Kuzma (27 points and 14
rebounds) and Lonzo Ball (24 points) paced the Lakers,
who had taken the Warriors to overtime in their two
previous meetings this season. Julius Randle added 21
points for the Lakers (11-19), who were coming off a
122-116 win at Houston.

Thunder 120, Hawks 117
Russell Westbrook hit the winning 3-pointer with 1.4

seconds left to lift Oklahoma City past Atlanta. The
NBA’s reigning MVP, Westbrook finished with 30
points and 15 rebounds. Carmelo Anthony finished with
24 points and Paul George scored 17 for the Thunder.
Atlanta’s Marco Belinelli was a big reason for keeping
the game close as he scored 27 points on 10-of-18
shooting. Ersan Llyasova added 22 points and Malcolm
Delaney had 20.

Bucks 109, Hornets 104
Giannis Antetokounmpo and Khris Middleton com-

bined for 14 points in the fourth quarter as Milwaukee
closed the game with an 9-0 run to beat Charlotte
Hornets. Middleton led Milwaukee with 28 points and
Antetokounmpo added 26. Eric Bledsoe struggled from
distance, going 1 of 6, but hit 7 of 10 from the line to
finish with 24 points while adding 10 assists, five
rebounds and three blocked shots. Kemba Walker con-
nected on four 3-pointers and finished with a game-

high 32 points for the Hornets, who went 12 of 26 from
beyond the arc and shot 44 percent (39 of 88) overall.

Nets 119, Wizards 84
Forward Rondae Hollis-Jefferson had 21 points, 11

rebounds and six assists, and swingman Caris LeVert
had 17 points and six rebounds as six players scored in
double figures to power Brooklyn’s rout of Washington.
The Nets snapped a four-game losing streak with its
second home win over Washington in 10 days. Spencer
Dinwiddie had the hot hand out of the halftime break,
scoring the Nets’ first 11 points of the second half on
the way to 15 in the third quarter. Forward Kelly Oubre
had 13 points and guard John Wall added 10 points for
the Wizards, who were held below 100 points for the
fourth time in the last six games.

Pelicans 111, Magic 97
DeMarcus Cousins

had 26 points, 11
rebounds and six assists,
leading New Orleans to
an easy victory over
Orlando.New Orleans
guard Jrue Holiday
scored 24 points for the
Pelicans. All-Star for-
ward Anthony Davis had
20 points and 11
rebounds. It was the first
time in the last 13 games
the Pelicans held a team

under 100 points. Jonathon Simmons led the Magic
with 22 points and eight rebounds. Nikola Vucevic had
21 points and eight rebounds.

Pistons 104, Knicks 101
Tobias Harris led seven Detroit players in double fig-

ures with 24 points and the Pistons pulled out a victory
over New York. Andre Drummond had 18 points and 15
rebounds for the Pistons. Reggie Bullock supplied 14
points, Stanley Johnson and Antony Tolliver tossed in 12
apiece and Reggie Jackson and Ish Smith added 10
apiece. Kristaps Porzingis led the Knicks with 29 points
and nine rebounds. Enes Kanter contributed 22 points
and 16 rebounds and Courtney Lee added 16 points for
the Knicks.

Heat 113, Mavericks 101
Wayne Ellington scored 28 points to lead Miami

past Dallas. Ellington shot 10 of 16 from the field and hit
a career-high eight 3-pointers, including four in the
fourth quarter. Josh Richardson scored 24 points on 11-
of-14 shooting and Tyler Johnson finished with 19
points for Miami. The roster-depleted Heat lost another
starter to injury after starting guard Dion Waiters
limped off the court with an apparent left ankle injury
late in the first quarter and didn’t return. Yogi Ferrell
scored 23 points, and hit 9 of 13 3-pointers for Dallas.
The Mavericks hit 17 3-pointers.

Nuggets 102, Trail Blazers 85
Nikola Jokic scored 27 points and Wilson Chandler

added a season-high 21 points and 11 rebounds as

Denver drilled Portland. Gary Harris scored 17 points
for the Nuggets, who snapped a two-game losing
streak. Jokic, who made 12 of 21 field goal attempts,
added eight rebounds and six assists. CJ McCollum

scored 15 points and Shabazz Napier had 14 for the
Trail Blazers, who were without leading scorer Damian
Lillard. Portland has lost three straight overall and six in
a row at home. — Reuters
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MONTREAL: Byron Froese scored his first goal of
the season and also had an assist as the Montreal
Canadiens edged the Calgary Flames 3-2 on Friday
at the Scotiabank Saddledome. Nicolas Deslauriers
and Brendan Gallagher also scored for the
Canadiens (16-15-4), who have won two straight
games and three of their past four. Making his 12th
straight start in net for Montreal, Carey Price made
21 saves to improve his record to 11-10-2.  Micheal
Ferland and Matthew Tkachuk scored for the
Flames (18-15-3), while goalie Mike Smith finished
with 32 saves.

Sabres 4, Flyers 2
Evander Kane had a goal and an assist to lead

the Buffalo Sabres to a 4-2 win over the
Philadelphia Flyers on Friday night. Jack Eichel had
a pair of empty-net goals and Ryan O’Reilly also
scored for the Sabres (9-19-7), who snapped a
three-game losing streak. Robin Lehner made 33
saves. Michael Raffl and Shayne Gostisbehere
scored for the Flyers (15-13-7), who lost for only
the third time this month (7-3-0).  Brian Elliott
made 33 saves.

Panthers 4, Wild 2
The Panthers erased two deficits and finally

seized the lead on Connor Brickley’s rebound goal
midway through the third period, carrying Florida
to a 4-2 win over the Minnesota Wild on Friday
night. Tied at 2-2 in the third period, Brickley
slammed home a rebound for his third goal at 11:14
after goalie Alex Stalock made a save on Keith
Yandle’s shot following a scramble around the Wild
goal. Ryan Suter and Daniel Winnik scored for
Minnesota, and Stalock made 30 saves. Florida has
won its last two games despite trailing 2-1 entering
the third period. The Panthers also won Tuesday
night in Arizona.— Reuters
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NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 26 9 .743 -       
Toronto 22 8 .733 1.5   
NY Knicks 17 15 .531 7.5   
Philadelphia 14 17 .452 10      
Brooklyn 12 19 .387 12      

Central Division
Cleveland 24 9 .727 -       
Milwaukee 17 13 .567 5.5   
Detroit 18 14 .563 5.5   
Indiana 18 14 .563 5.5   
Chicago 10 21 .323 13      

Southeast Division
Washington 17 15 .531 -       
Miami 17 15 .531 -       
Charlotte 11 21 .344 6       
Orlando 11 22 .333 6.5   
Atlanta 7 25 .219 10      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Minnesota 19 13 .594 -       
Denver 17 15 .531 2       
Oklahoma City 17 15 .531 2       
Portland 16 16 .500 3       
Utah 15 18 .455 4.5   

Pacific Division
Golden State 26 6 .813 -       
LA Clippers 13 18 .419 12.5  
LA Lakers 11 19 .367 14      
Sacramento 11 20 .355 14.5  
Phoenix 12 22 .353 15      

Southwest Division
Houston 25 6 .806 -       
San Antonio 22 11 .667 4       
New Orleans 16 16 .500 9.5   
Memphis 9 23 .281 16.5  
Dallas 9 24 .273 17      

Golden State 113, LA Lakers 106; Denver 102, Portland 85; Miami 113, Dallas 101; La Clippers 128, Houston 118; Milwaukee 109, Charlotte
104; Oklahoma City 120, Atlanta 117; Brooklyn 119, Washington 84; Detroit 104, NY Knicks 101; New Orleans 111, Orlando 97.   

ORLANDO: Nikola Vucevic #9 of the Orlando Magic shoots the ball against the New Orleans Pelicans on Friday
at Amway Center in Orlando, Florida. — AFP

KUWAIT: Stemming from its deep-rooted belief in its
responsibility towards people, Ooredoo released a special
song celebrating the return of Kuwait’s National Football
Team to the field officially after two years of suspension.
The song, which utilizes melodies that resonate crowd
cheers in football fields, urges people to get out and cheer
for the national football team.  The song is produced by
Senyar Productions and written by Saad Al-Meslim, com-
posed by Fahad Al-Nasser and performed by Ibrahim
Dashti. The song’s video features a number of prominent
social media influencers: Abodka, Ali Mubarak, Areej Al-

Tahous, Jawa Al-Bahar, Zaina Al-Houti, Mohammed
Merza, Fawaz Al-Essa, Munira Al-Kulaib, Shahin Al-Ali,
and Shahin Al-Shahin. It also features Kuwaiti actor
Mohammed Al-Hamali, and Kuwait Drag 965 Team. 

Ooredoo reiterated in a statement that the song is a
dedication to the Kuwait National Football Team and is
supporters on the happy occasion of returning to the
field after two years of suspension. The company also
stressed its commitment to sharing the joy with the
nation, stemming from the company’s core values of car-
ing and connecting. 

Ooredoo releases
song celebrating
national football
team’s return

MADRID:  Atletico Madrid failed to put pressure on La
Liga leaders Barcelona ahead of  El Clasico at Real Madrid
as they slumped to a first La Liga defeat of the season 1-0
at Espanyol.  Sergio Garcia struck the only goal two min-
utes from time when he swept Esteban Granero’s cross
past a helpless Jan Oblak to hand Espanyol a much-need-
ed win to ease their relegation fears. Atletico remain six
points adrift of Barca, but could end the year nine points
back if the Catalans move a huge step towards the title

with victory away to Real.
“You could see that whichever of the two teams made a

mistakes was going to lose the game,” said Atletico boss
Diego Simeone. “They didn’t make any mistakes, we did,
and that is why we lost.” However, Simeone refuted sug-
gestions Atletico had blown a golden opportunity to cut
the gap on Barca at the top to three points.  “Is it a step
backwards to lose for the first time in 20 matches? 

Hopefully, it takes another 20 for us to lose again.”
Simeone’s men will be able to call on Diego Costa when
they return to action in January and the need for the
Brazilian-born Spanish international striker’s aggression
and firepower was in evidence during an insipid 90 min-
utes from the visitors.

“We lost because we didn’t take our chances,” said
Atletico midfielder Koke. “Hopefully with the arrival of
Diego we will be more prolific.” Leo Baptistao should have
handed Espanyol an early lead when his attempted chip

floated wide with just Oblak to beat.
At the other end, Antoine Griezmann thought he had

won a penalty when he was upended by Pau Lopez.
However, the referee’s original decision to award the spot-
kick was overruled by the linesman’s offside flag.

Diego Godin had a goal rightly ruled out for the visitors
after the break for a clear push on an Espanyol defender.
Substitute Kevin Gameiro had Atletico’s best chance 13
minutes from time, but fired straight at Pau Lopez with
Saul Niguez begging for a cross to apply a simple finish.

And Atletico were for once punished for a rare slip in
concentration at the back when former Real Madrid
midfielder Granero’s pinpoint cross was converted by
Garcia for his first La Liga goal since returning to the
Catalans from Qatari side Al-Rayyan. Defeat also ended
an unbeaten run on the road of over a year for Atletico
as Espanyol jumped up to 14th, five points above the
drop zone. — AFP
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