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“We’re making efforts to complete repairs and ren-
ovation before Christmas, but it seems difficult in view
of the lot of damage,” said Pastor Simon Bashir, who
was leading the service when the attackers struck. He
was not hurt.

The government of Baluchistan province, of which
Quetta is capital, plans to deploy 3,000 security per-
sonnel in and around 39 Christian churches today and
tomorrow. Provincial police chief Moazzam Jah Ansari
told Reuters volunteers from churches were also being
trained to conduct body searches and identify wor-
shippers entering churches. Pakistan’s Christian minor-
ity, which makes up about 1 percent of the population
of 208 million, has been a frequent target of militants,

along with Shiites and Sufis.
In the eastern Pakistani city of Lahore, where an

Easter Day bombing in a park last year killed more
than 70 people, police Detective Inspector General
Haider Ashraf said every church would be monitored
with CCTV cameras as part of security measures.
Christian Kaleem Masih lost his aunt in the Easter
attack, which was claimed by Islamic State, and his
wife was wounded, but he said they would be attend-
ing Christmas services. “Christmas is our holy day,”
Kaleem said. “We will fulfill our religious duty by cele-
brating it with smiles on our faces.”

In Malaysia, a police official said Trump’s decision
on Jerusalem increased worry about attacks. “We are
concerned not only with safety at churches and places
of worship but also any threats by Islamic State or any
other security threat following the Jerusalem issue,”
said Malaysia’s Inspector-General of Police Mohamad
Fuzi Harun. Jerusalem, revered by Jews, Christians and
Muslims alike, is home to Islam’s third holiest site and
has been at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
for decades.  — Reuters 

Christians mark 
holidays with an eye...
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“There has been more interest in its tourism poten-
tial - to take advantage of its uniqueness and rare ani-
mals,” Harsousi told AFP.

The story of the Arabian oryx - sometimes referred
to as the Arabian “unicorn” due to its distinctive profile
- is one of miraculous survival. Hunted prolifically, the
last wild member of the species was killed in Oman by
suspected poachers in 1972. The species only clung to
existence thanks to a program to breed them in captivi-
ty and in the early 1980s a batch of 10 were released
into Oman’s Arabian Oryx Sanctuary.

Since then, regenerating the oryx has been an often
precarious process. The Omani sanctuary sprawls over
2,824 sq km of diverse terrain - from flat plains to rocky
slopes and sandy dunes. Its own fate has been nearly as
tortured as that of the oryx it houses. In 2007, the
sanctuary became the first place ever to be removed

from UNESCO’s World Heritage list as the government
of Oman turned most of it over to oil drilling. 

Now, as oil prices have plunged over the past few
years, it is the wildlife once again that has become an
increasing priority for the authorities. Harsousi puts the
current number of Arabian oryx in the sanctuary at 742
and says that other species are flourishing there too. “In
the past three years, we have been able to increase the
number of the Arabian gazelle, known as sand gazelles,
from 300 to about 850,” he added. In addition to the
animals, there are 12 species of trees that provide a
habitat for diverse birds.

Oman has been on a push to transform itself into a
tourist draw - pitching its beach resorts to luxury trav-
ellers and desert wilderness to the more adventurous.
Officials in the sultanate told AFP that a major tourism
plan would be announced within a matter of weeks.
Those working at the oryx sanctuary hope that it can
help play a lead role in luring visitors to the country.
But there are also fears that greater openness could see
the return of an old foe - hunters. With that in mind
security is being kept tight, said Abdullah Ghassab
Obaid, a wildlife guard at the reserve. “Thirty guards
and a police patrol are working to provide security in
the reserve to prevent any infiltration.” — AFP 

Oman opens 
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It said keepers living at the zoo in Regent’s Park had
responded quickly to the fire, which began shortly after
6:00 am (0600 GMT), and some staff had required med-
ical attention.

The London Ambulance Service said it had treated
eight patients at the scene, six for smoke inhalation and
two for minor injuries. One of these, a firefighter who suf-
fered a minor wrist injury, was taken to hospital as a pre-
caution, the London Fire Brigade said. “We have keepers
living on site and they, along with our security team,
responded incredibly quickly to move animals to safe
locations within their enclosures,” the zoo said.

It added: “All other animals in the vicinity are being
monitored closely by our vets, but early signs suggest
they have not been affected. We will continue to monitor

them over the coming days. We are all naturally devastat-
ed by this, but are immensely grateful to the fire brigade,
who reacted quickly to the situation to bring the fire
under control. It’s too soon to speculate on the cause of
the fire but we will be working very closely with fire
investigators over the coming days and weeks to ascer-
tain the cause.”

The zoo was closed yesterday, but it said that after
consultations with fire experts, “we are confident that we
can safely open the zoo tomorrow”. The zoo opened in
1828 and is now a leading conservation organization as
well as a major tourist attraction. According to the Visit
Britain tourism agency, it attracted 1.21 million visitors last
year, making it the ninth most popular paid-for attraction
in the country.

London Fire Brigade officer Clive Robinson said that
three-quarters of the cafe and shop, and half the roof, had
been damaged by the fire, which also affected a nearby
animal petting area. “When they arrived our crews were
faced with a very well-developed fire,” he said. “They
worked incredibly hard in arduous conditions to bring it
under control as quickly as possible and to stop it from
spreading to neighboring animal enclosures.” — AFP

Aardvark, four 
meerkats killed...

An Emirati child presses his face in onto a camel’s during the Mazayin Dhafra Camel Festival in the desert near the city of Madinat Zayed, 150 km west of Abu Dhabi, yesterday. The festival, which attracts participants from around the Gulf
region, includes a camel beauty contest, a display of UAE handcrafts and other activities aimed at promoting the country’s folklore. — AFP 

AMRITSAR: Indian schoolchildren wear Santa Claus outfits as they listen to their teacher at a school yesterday. — AFP 


