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QUETTA: Working at “Hazara”, a restaurant in the
Pakistani city of Quetta, is a potentially deadly political
act: all of the greasy spoon’s employees are female
members of a Shiite ethnic minority often targeted by
extremists. The outlet is named after the ethnic Hazara
who make up a large part of Pakistan’s Shiite minority,
which accounts for about 20 percent of the country’s
207-million Sunni-majority population. 

The Hazara, whose Central Asian features make them
easily recognizable, are a soft target for Sunni militants
who consider them
heretics. The Shiite com-
munity’s presence is par-
ticularly strong in
Quetta-the restive capi-
tal of impoverished
Balochistan province-
that also serves as the
headquarters of the
Afghan Taleban, and
where sectarian attacks
are frequent. The eatery
is located in Hazara
Town, one of two neigh-
borhoods in Quetta
where the community is guarded by armed checkpoints.
The protection is necessary: Hazaras-who make up
roughly 500,000 of the city’s 2.3 million population-are
living practically under siege. 

In October, three Hazara vegetable vendors who
ventured outside their enclave were shot in the head at
point-blank range, just the latest in a series of attacks
targeting the group. They still live with the violent
memory of two attacks in January and February 2013
that killed nearly 200 of its members. Following the
second, which hit a local market in Hazara Town, resi-
dents protested by refusing for several days to bury
their dead-an emotional gesture in the Muslim world
where the deceased must be buried on the same day or
the next. The events had a powerful effect on Hameeda
Ali Hazara, a member of the local community, whose
house adjoins the site of the first attack. 

“I told myself that I had to help the victims,”

Hameeda said. She set up Hazara restaurant, which
opened two months ago, hoping to provide a way to
help families and female victims of sectarian attacks.
She has three employees who are all victims of vio-
lence, she said, including one who lost her husband dur-
ing a bomb attack. According to Abdul Khaliq Hazara-
chairman of the Hazara Democratic Party between
1,500 and 2,000 members of the community have been
murdered in Balochistan.  An additional 75,000 to
100,000 have fled violence elsewhere in the country or

abroad with some
“drowning at sea” before
reaching their destina-
tion, he says. 

‘Den of obscenity’ 
To the diff iculty of

being Hazara is added
that of being a woman in
very conservative com-
munity. In Pakistan,
women account for just
25 percent of the labor
force, according to the
latest figures from the

International Labor Office. Women’s employment drops
to two percent in the service sector in Balochistan, a
place that operates largely according to patriarchial
tribal customs.  The meager incomes available to
women generally come from home-made embroidery or
small-scale trading at markets. “Opportunities to start a
business or join a company are rare” for them, said
Hameeda. Her restaurant initiative also aims to push the
staff to “seize work opportunities instead of staying
home with a needle and thread”, she says. 

A chance that Masooma-a cook and waitress at the
eatery as well as a student-grasps: “I work here to earn
money for my family but also to pay my schooling.”
“My family supports me in my decision to be employed
here,” she insists. To prevent inappropriate behavior
from customers unused to seeing women at work,
Hameeda posted signs urging consumers to be “pleas-
ant to waitresses and talk to them with due regard for

moral values”. Cameras have also been installed as a
security measure and in a bid to prevent harassment.
“The atmosphere here is very quiet, anyone can come
with their family,” says patron Pervaiz Ahmad, a local
banker. 

“It’s a good idea to support women in business,” he
adds, detailing the menu: chicken and rice, hamburger
and fries, salad, and sodas. But not everyone is of the
same opinion. Hameeda said she has been harassed and

threatened by those who brand her initiative a “dis-
grace” and a breach of “honor”. 

“I am continuously receiving threats on social
media... and phone calls asking me to shut this restau-
rant because it is den of obscenity,” she says, adding
that she has called on authorities to guarantee her
security. “Such things cannot discourage me,” she says.
“I am the real face of my Hazara community and
Balochistan.” —AFP 
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Christmas attack plot
LOS ANGELES: Federal agents arrested a former US
Marine on Friday for allegedly plotting a Christmas attack
in San Francisco inspired by the Islamic State jihadist
group, according to court documents. Tow truck driver
Everitt Aaron Jameson, 26, was planning to target the city’s
busy Pier 39 tourist spot, according to an affidavit submit-
ted by FBI Special Agent Christopher McKinney. The sus-
pect outlined to undercover agents how he wanted to use
explosives to target crowds at the pier between December
18 and 25 because “Christmas was the perfect day to com-
mit the attack.” Jameson professed not to need an escape
plan as he was “ready to die,” according to the document.
The suspect’s home in Modesto, California, was raided by
FBI agents on Wednesday, where they allegedly found his
last will and testament along with several weapons and
ammunition.  

Israel arrests 3 Turks 
JERUSALEM: Israel police have arrested three Turkish
tourists at a holy site in Jerusalem after an “incident” fol-
lowing Muslim prayers, a police spokesman said yesterday.
Micky Rosenfeld said the Turks were arrested after being
“involved in an incident in Jerusalem’s Old City after Friday
prayers on the Temple Mount”, the Jewish term for the Al-
Aqsa mosque compound, without proving details. The
three were likely to face an Israeli court later on Saturday,
Rosenfeld said. A video circulating on social media shows a
number of men wearing red shirts with the Turkish flag
scuffling with police forces in the Old City. Turkey’s state-
run news agency Anadolu said two of the three men, who
hold dual Turkish and Belgium citizenship, were arrested
for “assaulting Israeli police and resisting police”. The third
man was accused of “disturbing public order and taking
part in an illegal demonstration”, according to Anadolu. 

‘Fake news’ jibe
WASHINGTON: The new US ambassador to the
Netherlands accused an interviewer of peddling “fake
news” and disputed comments he made in 2015 about the
country being in “chaos” because of Muslims, only to then
deny using the “fake news” claim in a bizarre exchange on
Dutch television on Friday. Pete Hoekstra made the blunder
while being questioned by a journalist from Dutch broad-
caster NOS over remarks made at a 2015 conference.
When challenged by the reporter about comments he
made at the 2015 event, in which he referred to “chaos” and
“no-go zones” in the Netherlands, Hoekstra responded:
“That is actually an incorrect statement-we would call it
fake news. “I never said that.” But in a clip played from the
event, Hoekstra can be heard saying: “The Islamic move-
ment has now gotten to a point where they have put
Europe into chaos.  

Mexico’s violent year 
MEXICO CITY: 2017 was Mexico’s most violent year in
two decades, with 23,101 murders carried out between
January and November, according to official figures
released Friday. The number of murders in the first 11
months of this year surpassed the previous record of 22,409
killings during the whole of 2011.  In November alone, 2,212
murders were recorded-while 2,380 killings were carried
out in October, making it the most violent month since the
authorities began keeping records two decades ago.
Violence has surged across Mexico since former president
Felipe Calderon’s government declared war against the
country’s powerful drug cartels in late 2006. This year, the
violence spread to states which had previously escaped
clashes between cartels-including Baja California Sur, a
northwestern state popular with tourists where the murder
rate has more than doubled from last year’s total. 
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QUETTA: Hameeda Ali Hazara (top left), who is from the Shiite ethnic minority Hazara communi-
ty and runs the “Hazara” restaurant, chats with customers at the eatery in Hazara Town, a
neighborhood in Quetta. —AFP

‘At least 10,000 
killed’ in 1989 
Tiananmen 
crackdown
BEIJING: At least 10,000 people were killed in the
Chinese army’s crackdown on pro-democracy protesters
in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in June 1989, according to a
newly released British diplomatic cable that recounts the
bloodshed in gruesome detail. The document, made public
more than 28 years after the event, describes injured girls
being bayoneted, bodies being ground up by armored
vehicles and human remains being flushed into the sewers.
“Minimum estimate of civilian dead 10,000,” the then
British ambassador Alan Donald said in the secret telegram
to London seen by AFP at Britain’s National Archives.

The estimate, given on June 5, 1989, the day after the
crackdown, is almost 10 times higher than that commonly
accepted at the time of several hundred to more than a
thousand dead. But experts questioned by AFP said the
10,000 figure seemed credible. Donald’s account gives
horrific details of the violence unleashed on the night of
June 3-4, when the army entered Beijing to end seven
weeks of protests on Tiananmen Square, the symbolic
heart of Communist power.

During their advance, armored personnel carriers
“opened fire on the crowd (both civilians and soldiers)
before running over them in their APCs”, wrote the ambas-
sador. He said his source was a person who “was passing
on information given him by a close friend who is currently
a member of the State Council”-the Chinese cabinet. He
said the source had previously proved reliable “and was
careful to separate fact from speculation and rumor”.

Once the soldiers arrived in Tiananmen Square, “stu-
dents understood they were given one hour to leave square
but after five minutes APCs attacked,” Donald wrote.

“Students linked arms but were mown down including
soldiers. APCs then ran over bodies time and time again to
make ‘pie’ and remains collected by bulldozer. Remains
incinerated and then hosed down drains.” “Four wounded

girl students begged for their lives but were bayoneted,”
Donald said, adding: “Army ambulances who attempted to
give aid were shot up.” At the end of June 1989, the
Chinese government had said suppression of the “counter-
revolutionary riots” had killed 200 civilians and several
dozen police and military.

‘Primitives’  
Nearly three decades after the crackdown, the commu-

nist regime continues to forbid any debate on the subject,
mention of which is banned from textbooks and the media,
and censored on the Internet. There was no sign of reac-
tion to the report on Chinese social media, where an army
of online censors blocks any reference to the Tiananmen
crackdown and most things critical of the Communist
Party. Donald said the atrocities were committed by the
27th Army, who he described as “60 percent illiterate and
are called primitives”. 

He said the crackdown had created deep rifts within the
military and that “some members of the State Council con-

sidered that civil war is imminent”. As to the credibility of
the toll, former student protest leader Xiong Yan, who is
now an American citizen, said: “I think it’s reliable.” China
scholar Jean-Pierre Cabestan also said the figure was
credible, pointing out that recently declassified US docu-
ments gave a similar assessment. “That’s two pretty inde-
pendent sources which say the same thing,” said Cabestan,
a professor at Hong Kong Baptist University.

The British ambassador’s report was “not particularly
astonishing considering how crowded it was in Beijing, the
number of people mobilized” against the Chinese govern-
ment, said Cabestan, who was in the Chinese capital in the
days leading up to the crackdown. Former student leader
Feng Congde, now also based in the United States, pointed
out that Donald had sent another telegram three weeks
later putting the death toll at between 2,700 and 3,400.
Feng said that toll was quite credible and fitted with fig-
ures from the Chinese Red Cross, who at the time estimat-
ed 2,700 fatalities, and by student committees based on
hospital reports.—AFP 

BEIJING: File photo taken on June 4, 1989 shows a girl wounded during a clash between the army
and students near Tiananmen Square in Beijing.—AFP 

Trump looks 
to the sky to 
force Taleban 
to the table
ABOARD AIR FORCE TWO: The war in
Afghanistan may be entering its 17th year, but
screams of military jet engines in the twin-
kling skies above Bagram Airfield show no
sign of quieting.  This city-scale military base
just north of Kabul has-like similar facilities in
Kandahar and Jalalabad-become central to
Donald Trump’s promise to succeed where his
predecessors failed, and end the Afghan war
on favorable terms.

Trump concluded a months-long strategy
review in August. During that soul searching,
the White House came to believe that the
Obama administration underutilized America’s
total aerial superiority. The skies, they believe,
could hold one key to unlocking the conflict.
Trump will likely send a few thousand more
troops to the country-a development sure to
grab the headlines-but the days of having
100,000 US military personnel in the country
are over. The ground war is likely to fall more

and more to Afghan government forces, and
early political efforts will be trained, in part,
on getting Pakistan to stop providing safe
havens for jihadists across the border.  But the
first tangible moves have been a significant
increase in the tempo and intensity of airstrikes,
an effort to take the war to the Taleban. The US,
which is the only foreign force in Afghanistan
carrying out airstrikes, targeted the Taleban
and Islamic State group militants with 751
bombs and missiles in September, the month
after the strategy review.  

That was up 50 percent from August and
the highest since October 2010, according to
US Air Force data.US Air Force personnel on
the ground in Afghanistan report a significant
shift in how airpower is being used. Before,
jets patrolled for up to four hours waiting to
provide air support to ground forces. But
they often returned to Bagram without hav-
ing fired a shot in anger.

Chocks away
Today, according to Captain Lyndsey

Horn, they are much more likely to come back
having engaged the Taleban, the Islamic State
group or having targeted an opium produc-
tion facility. “For a long time here we stagnat-
ed,” said a second officer. “The effects so far
are positive, the long term effects are harder
to tell.” Vice President Mike Pence, who on
Thursday became the most senior member of
the Trump administration to visit Afghanistan,

says the strategy is starting to make a differ-
ence in Taleban morale. 

“President Ghani informed me that in
2017 we have eliminated more senior lead-
ers of the Taleban than were eliminated in
all the prior years combined,” Pence said
after his meeting in Kabul. “They have
begun to see a sea change in the attitudes
among the Taleban” he added. The Taleban
“are now beginning to question their future,

and our hope is, as we take the fight to the
enemy... that eventually the enemy will tire
of losing and will be willing to come for-
ward.” Lofty claims of progress are hard to
verify, and the Taleban were able to lift their
momentum even after the deaths of their
first two chiefs, including Mullah Akhtar
Mansour who was killed by a US drone
strike in 2015 ordered by Trump’s prede-
cessor Barack Obama. —AFP

JOINT BASE ANDREWS: US Vice President Mike Pence poses for photos with
troops after arriving at Joint Base Andrews, Maryland on December 22, 2017.
Pence returned from a surprise trip to Bagram Air Field in Afghanistan. —AFP 


