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Weekly roundup
of Kuwait’s
charitable action
KUWAIT: Living up to its UN-
bestowed status as an International
Humanitarian Center, Kuwait continued
providing humanitarian aid to some
countries all over the world throughout
the week. Starting from Riyadh,
Kuwait’s Patients Helping Fund (PHF) on
Sunday launched a cl inic at Aden
International Airport in Yemen, which
aims to provide urgent healthcare to
incoming and outgoing travellers. In a
statement in Riyadh, PHF said the air-
port expressed gratitude for the initia-
tive, which witnessed the construction
of the clinic and stocking it up with
necessary medicine and equipment.

The Kuwait-established fund has
made tangible contributions to health-
care facilities in the governorate of
Aden, providing them with equipment
and ambulances, mentioned the air-
port’s director Tareq Abdo.

Since December of 2015, the ‘Kuwait
by your side’ campaign had been pro-
viding non-stop relief aid and humani-
tarian support to the Yemeni people
after the war there crippled the country.
The campaign issued a report from its
headquarters in Aden, Yemen, recount-
ing two years of humanitarian efforts.
Despite the ongoing war as well as the
huge natural and logistic obstacles, the
campaign managed to deliver necessi-
ties in addition to food and water to the
most devastated areas in Yemen.

The campaign distributed $100 mil-
lion worth of relief aid and materials in
three phases with each costing $17, $23,
$53 million respectively. The current
chair of the ‘Kuwait by your side’ cam-
paign Raed Ibrahim said that the past
two years saw the campaign aiding
well-off Yemenis as well as the poor,
affirming that the current situation in
Yemen had left everyone affected.  In
coordination with the legitimate Yemeni
government in Aden, the campaign
focused its efforts in providing water,
education, health, refuge, and food.  The
campaign was launched by His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah as part of various
Kuwaiti groups providing relief aid to
war-stricken Yemen.  Meanwhile, the
campaign has handed over a power line
for a water project in the town of
Shibam, Hadramout Governorate,
Yemen, after it was constructed.  The
project will help secure stable supply of
drinking water for people in the town,
the campaign said in a statement
Tuesday.

Up to 60,000 people in the Shibam
District will benefit from the project whose
total costs hit YER 22 million ($90,000),
the statement quoted the top official of the
Authority of Water and Sanitation in Wadi
Hadramout.  Director General Amer Al-
Amri said that the newly established power
line would help people a lot.

Praising Kuwait’s major humanitarian
role in Yemen, Amri thanked the
Kuwaiti-Yemeni Relief Agency for the

projects that enhance the governmental
authority.  Director of the power line
project in “Kuwait by your side” Salim
Bashmaha, said that it is the sixth of its
kind the campaign has carried out in
Hadramout.  It is one of the strategic
projects to provide water security in
the Governorate, he stressed. In 2018,
the campaign is planning several proj-
ects to provide water and other servic-
es in Hadramout.

Syria crisis
In Amman, the UN children’s organi-

zation has said Kuwait has been one of
UNICEF’s largest donors to help chil-
dren affected by the Syria crisis as its
contributions to the fund since 2013 has
reached $144 million.

“Generous contributions from the
State of Kuwait have helped UNICEF
expand its assistance to children affect-
ed by the crisis in Syria,” Geert
Cappelaere, UNICEF’s Regional
Director for the  Middle East and North
Africa, said in a press statement
Tuesday.  Thanks to this funding,
UNICEF will continue providing chil-
dren inside Syria and refugee host
countries with essential support for
water, sanitation, hygiene, education,
health and nutrition, he added. The cur-
rent conflict in Syria that entered its
seventh year continues to hit children
the hardest inside Syria and in neigh-
boring countries, where millions are liv-
ing as refugees.

With Kuwait’s backing, UNICEF and
partners have reached 15.5 million peo-
ple with essential humanitarian assis-
tance this year in Syria, he said.  The
UNICEF official noted that nearly two
million children were enrolled in formal
education and nearly one million nursing
and pregnant mothers were counseled
on appropriate nutrition for their young
children and babies.  He indicated that
between 2014 and 2017, UNICEF was
able to rehabilitate water supply sys-
tems, provide water treatment disinfec-
tants and water purification tablets.

UNICEF praises Kuwait and its peo-
ple for leveraging global support for
children impacted by the crisis in Syria,
he pointed out. UNICEF continues to
depend on Kuwait and its people as a
major donor for humanitarian and
development aid for the world’s most
vulnerable children, he concluded.  In
Gaza, a sum of $3.96 million, the third
and final part of a Kuwaiti donation for
the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip,
will be disbursed to beneficiaries soon,
the Palestinian government said on
Wednesday.

Up to 560 families, whose houses
were destroyed in the Israeli 2014 war
on Gaza will benefit from the sum,
Palestinian Minister of Public Works and
Housing Mufeed Hasayneh said. In the
name of the Palestinian leadership and
people, Hasayneh thanked His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED)
and the Kuwaiti people for their non-
stop support to the Palestinian people. In
October 2014, Kuwait pledged $200
million as part the $5.4 billion donation
made at Cairo’s donors conference for
the Gaza Strip. —KUNA


