
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunica-
tions company in Kuwait, recently concluded
the fourth edition of its Zain Great Idea accel-
erator program, where Zain’s entrepreneurs
pitched their startups to Kuwait’s investment
community at Zain Demo Day, the final phase
of the program. 

Zain Demo Day, the final phase of Zain
Great Idea, aimed at providing Zain’s 12
entrepreneurs with the opportunity to meet
capital ventures, investment firms, and
investors who showed interest in their bright
tech startups. The event witnessed the atten-
dance of Zain’s executive management head-
ed by Zain Kuwait Chief Executive Officer
Eaman Al-Roudhan.

During her opening speech, Roudhan said:
“I would like to thank our strategic partners
Brilliant Lab and Mind the Bridge for their
exceptional support, which led our program
to the success it enjoys today.”

R o u d h a n
c o n t i n u e d :
“ th roughout
the past three
editions of
ZGI and until
the fourth edi-
tion that we
are concluding
today, our
main goal has
always been to
support inno-
vation and
entrepreneur-
ship in Kuwait by offering a healthy environ-
ment up to international standards for cre-
ative Kuwaiti youth who have great ideas. We
are proud that we have embraced and trained
hundreds of Kuwaiti innovators and helped
accelerate their projects from ideas on paper
and into real business that operate in the
market.”

Roudhan added: “Zain strongly believes in
the role played by technology and telecom-
munications in our lives nowadays. Looking at
the young demographics of our society, it is
important to direct our support and empow-
erment at young people and drive their cre-
ativity into the future. We look at startups as
the perfect environment to find such young
innovators and help drive them into success.” 

Roudhan concluded: “I would like to thank
all who contributed in making this program a
success. I would also like to thank the
investors who attended today and showcased
their interest in supporting our entrepreneurs.
Finally, I would like to thank the entrepre-
neurs’ families, who are considered their first

and most important supporters during their
journey to success.”

Innovation strategy
The Zain Great Idea (ZGI) accelerator

program is an initiative established by Zain in
association with Brilliant Lab, a startup accel-
erator Service from Kuwait, and Mind The
Bridge, a global organization bridging the
world through entrepreneurship education
for startups, enterprises and investors to suc-
ceed in global markets. Mind The Bridge is
based in Silicon Valley with offices in San
Francisco and London.

ZGI has been one of the most successful
initiatives Zain presented to the Kuwaiti mar-
ket as part of its comprehensive innovation
and entrepreneurship strategy. Throughout
three successful two-year programs (2010-
11, 2013-14, and 2015-16), ZGI empowered,
trained, and invested in hundreds of creative

and driven
Kuwaiti youth,
of which many
now own thriv-
ing and active
Small and
Medium-sized
E n t e r p r i s e s
(SMEs) to this
day.

The first
phase of the
program, the
ZGI boot
camp, lasted

for over two weeks at the company’s main
headquarters, where the participants learned
about the tech startup culture and workings
from leading mentors from Stanford
University, IE Business school, entrepreneurs
and regional and international venture capital
firms. From over 130 participants, 12 bright
entrepreneurs were chosen to continue to
the second phase, the International
Accelerator Program in Silicon Valley,
London, and Berlin. 

Throughout two weeks at Silicon Valley,
one week at London, and a day at Berlin,
Zain’s entrepreneurs underwent intensive
workshops, seminars, and field visits to the
biggest tech companies in the world to
enrich their knowledge and further develop
their startups. During the final phase, the
ZGI Demo Day, Zain brought together its
entrepreneurs with Kuwait’s investment
community, where they showcased their
startups to investors and venture capitals
and had the chance to fully-launch their
ideas in the market.
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Entrepreneurs pitch startups to Kuwait’s
investment community at Zain Demo Day
Company concludes its Zain Great Idea accelerator program 

Zain committed
to supporting

innovation

Who are Zain’s
entrepreneurs?
* Khaled Al-Mutawa: StudentHub

StudentHub is a recruitment platform
that provides students and fresh gradu-
ates with career opportunities that
include full and part-time jobs, intern-
ship programs, and volunteering
opportunities. The platform allows stu-
dents to gain experience and help build
their CVs. 

* Mohammad Al-Dakheel: Scoot
Scoot is an application developed to

ease the process of placing and pro-
cessing pick-up orders in restaurants
and cafes without the need to wait in
lines. It helps both customers and ven-
dors by providing them with an easy-to-
use app and a hassle-free back-end.

* Fahad Al-Nouri: Yalfish
Yalfish is the first online store spe-

cialized in seafood delivery, allowing
customers to conveniently make their
payments using credit/debit cards utiliz-
ing the online payment feature, POS
devices, or cash upon delivery.

* Nasser Al-Qatami: Orddr
Orddr.com is the B2B platform for the

food industry, connecting major food
suppliers to hotels, restaurants, and
cafes. It provides extra value through
tools such as sales management, in-
depth analytics, and reporting for easy
invoicing.

* Ahmad Al-Obaid: Armada
Armada is a marketplace for last mile

delivery services that utilize a crowd-
sourced fleet sourced from logistics
partners and freelance drivers. Armada
has three main products: an on-demand
delivery platform, a delivery API, and an
enterprise fleet solution.

* Abdulwahab Al-Zankawi: Swap
Swap is a secure, fast and simple

application that allows peer-to-peer
money transfers.

* Mai Al-Razzuqi: MyDikaan
MyDikaan.com is an online fashion

marketplace that targets small to medi-
um businesses, allowing local entrepre-
neurs to sell their products and show-
case their talents in a unique one-stop
shop destination.

* Khalid Al-Amiri: Li3ib
Li3ib is a sports booking platform

that solves two main issues for the casu-
al athlete: where to play and who to play
with. Our platform allows users to dis-
cover new sports venues, select and pay
for the specific hour they prefer, and
invite their friends all through the con-
venience of their smartphones.

* Noora Al-Askar: Nutribox
Nutribox is your personal nutritionist

in your pocket! An interactive on-
demand healthy food and nutrition mar-
ketplace. Our vision is to reimagine
healthy eating in the Arab World,
becoming the biggest market player,
with a mission to positively empower
people to lead healthier lives.

* Noor Al-Otaibi: Day Out
Day Out is a comprehensive child

focused marketplace, which allows par-
ents to easily locate and book classes
and/or activities for their children on
demand. We aim to provide families and
vendors with the most simple and con-
venient way to connect.

* Yousef Al-Fares: Tic
What lasts longer than a marathon?

Great race memory. Tic is a platform
that helps sports event organizers to
provide their thousands of participants
to document the achievements and their
hard work with photos that will last for-
ever.

* Abdulla Al-Osaimi: Displayed
Displayed is a cloud-based content

management system that has various
models. Currently, it enables business
owners to have their own unique digital
display menu/brochure App without any
coding or design experience. Optimize
your layout to promote special products,
services and offers. Build customer loy-
alty and engagement. Manage your con-
tent instantly from anywhere. Displayed
does it all in a snap!

Eaman Al-Roudhan delivers her speech. Eaman Al-Roudhan and Zain’s executive management are pictured at the event.

An entrepreneur showcases his tech startup.

Waleed Al-Khashti delivers his speech.

Eaman Al-Roudhan is seen with the attendees during the event.


