
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Nasser Al-Dousery stressed that even
though the parliament rejected his proposal to form a
special committee to handle the affairs of bedoons
(stateless people), he still believes that bedoons have
been subjected to a lot of injustice and should not be
deprived of their civil rights. Dousery added in a
statement that he will resume following up proposals
that he and his colleagues made in the previous term,
including subjecting the currently independent Central
Apparatus for Illegal Residents Affairs to the Interior
Ministry following what he described as an ‘absolute
failure’ in solving bedoons’ problems. He also called
for solving the problems of bedoons who had been
forced to get fake passports only to get their pension
as well as suggesting granting citizenship to at least
2,000 of those meeting the conditions this year. 

Public reaction
MP Riyadh Al-Adsani said that he was a member of

a parliamentary committee formed to probe the multi-
million-dinar bank deposits’ case in the two previous
parliaments, saying that he brought up lists containing
the names of politicians in question and sums deposit-
ed in each of their bank accounts. Commenting on the
National Assembly’s break-in case, Adsani said that
the incident happened as a form of public reaction
against the sudden increase in some lawmakers’ bank
accounts, and promised to expose the truth by holding
whoever was involved accountable. He also noted that
those who broke into the parliament did not stay
inside for long and did not form a rally inside, which
calls for acquitting them from such charges. 

Public sector
MP Khalil Al-Saleh said that the parliamentary

replacement and employment committee will meet
tomorrow to set a road map for its work and stressed
that approving the formation of the committee was a

great step towards acti-
vating the parliament’s role
in this regard. Saleh also
expressed hopes that the
government will cooperate
with the committee to
solve the unemployment
problem because it is high
time that employment in
the public sector is made
exclusively for citizens. He
added that the committee
wil l  work on gradually
replacing expatriates with
citizens in the public sector until the unemployment
problem is solved. He added that figures show an
increase in appointing expats in state departments,
who now make up 30 percent of manpower in the
public sector with an increase of 2.5 percent com-
pared to 2012.

Housing units
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare recently

excluded 227 out of the total of 693 housing applica-
tions filed by disabled citizens to receive housing
units in Southern Khaitan, said informed official
sources, noting that 32.1 percent of the applicants fil-
ing to get one of the 1,448 units in the project were
citizens with disabilities. The sources added that
accepting allocation applications from disabled citi-
zens does not necessarily mean they will get the unit
as allocation is done according to date and type of
application, as recommended by former housing min-
ister Yasser Abul. 

Disciplinary penalties
The oil sector recently imposed some administra-

tive disciplinary penalties on employees who had
violated regulat ions set  by Kuwait  Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) and its subsidiaries. The new

penalties start with written notices and end up with
dismissal except in two cases when a violator is
immediately dismissed if he works under the effect of
or possesses alcohol or drugs on work sites, carries
matches, lighters, flammable substances or smokes in
restricted areas. The new strict penalties’ chart also
includes dismissal in case of disobeying work-related
instructions from superiors or violating the safety,
health and environmental instructions. 

MPW projects
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) stressed

that the contractors in Sheikh Jaber Causeway proj-
ect had not committed any punishable safety viola-
tions of the contract’s conditions, adding that there is
full coordination and cooperation concerning all
projects supervised by the Public Roads Authority.
Commenting on cancelling the Jahra ministries com-
plex project, MPW said that the cabinet had issued a
decision during a meeting held on July 7, 2017 per-
taining with authorizing MPW to build service cen-
ters in West Oyoun, South Metla’, Nawaf Al-Ahmed
City, Jahra City and Sabah Al-Ahmad City with
accordance to the fourth structural plan, instead of
the ministries complex, as suggested by the structur-
al plan’s advisors. 
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Public sector must be exclusive to citizens: Lawmaker

Apparatus’ handling of bedoon
problems absolute failure: MP

A huge debate is on these days in the Kuwaiti
society over the high cost of recruiting a new
domestic worker and the entry of a new govern-
ment company in the labor market as a solution
to control the problem of high fees for domestic
labor recruitment. I believe that domestic labor
is not a need or luxury - as a consumerist socie-
ty, we should deal with the issue the same way
as the fast food industry. This is my personal
opinion regarding the subject of domestic
employment in Kuwait.

Let us be clear - in Kuwait, many citizens and
expatriates, whether Arabs or others, depend on
domestic workers, and of course they want to
get the best in terms of fees. It is really unfortu-
nate that domestic workers have become a
necessity for many people. They think that they
cannot feel comfortable except in the presence
of a servant, whether a man or a woman, and
even force them to travel with them because
they do not want to take care of their children or
cook or clean or prepare their own things.

The total number of domestic workers in
Kuwait is around 669,000 laborers. The depart-
ment of domestic labor in 2016 issued 27 sus-
pension orders to some domestic labor offices
for a period of three to six months, while revok-
ing the license of 68 offices for violations of the
domestic employment law.

I think that the problem of domestic labor is a
problem of the culture of the society that is
dominated by laziness, dependency and avoiding
family responsibilities. What is the need to hire a
maid for a small family consisting of one child,
for example, or as some believe there must be a
maid for each child? It is a wrong culture and
has negative repercussions on society.

There is an absence of the understanding and
acceptance of the idea that a domestic worker is
an employee with a work contract and has rights
and duties, and is not enslaved. The only differ-
ence is that at the end of the day, he/she sleeps
in the same house with the family. The dispute
between many people and the domestic labor
offices led the government to establish a govern-
ment company to reduce the high fees of
recruitment, where the rates have exceeded
more than KD 1,000.

Al-Durra Company for Domestic Work was
established in accordance with law no. 69 of
2015 as a Kuwaiti  company special ized in
recruiting workers. Its ownership is divided
between the Union of Cooperative Societies (60
percent), the Kuwait Investment Authority (10
percent) , the Public Institution for Social
Insurance (10 percent) and Kuwait Airways (10
percent).

But some people are wondering if this modern
company will be able to resolve this social
dilemma within two years of its establishment. I
think that such a perception is illogical. A new
company cannot enter this old trade market and
impose its terms easily. It needs time, just as any
other trade. I wish the government had tried to
develop a specific approach in dealing with the
subject, start ing with the exist ing off ices,
because they know how things work either in
Kuwait or offices abroad.

The talk about the existence of some pressure
against the new government company should not
be ignored without the intervention of the gov-
ernment, because it is a company that has been
established with the money of many government
agencies. I think the high recruitment fees of
domestic labor is a normal thing, because at the
end of the day, it is pure trade.

I agree that it is necessary to establish con-
trols on bringing domestic workers on every-
one, starting with determining the number of
workers depending on the family size. Also, the
strictness and verification of the possibility of
the family owner to meet the duties prescribed
both in terms of wages and weekly leave for the
worker is imperative, along with not forcing
non-Muslims to wear the hijab and to work
specific hours. These are minor but essential
rights. I believe that unless we resolve all these
issues, the fees will only be one element of an
endless chain.

Domestic labor:
Luxury or need?
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Murder-suicide
probe in Bneid
Al-Gar crime
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Police are investigating a possible murder-sui-
cide case involving a Bneid Al-Gar resident believed to have
stabbed his girlfriend to death before taking his own life.
Police and paramedics headed to a building in the area in
response to an emergency call, and found an Asian man
lying dead in the building’s yard. Investigations revealed that
the man had leaped to his death from a seventh floor apart-
ment, where police later found a woman dead from a stab
wound in the neck. Preliminary investigations indicate that
the man likely killed his girlfriend following a dispute then
committed suicide. Police could not find any IDs on the
scene. Investigations are ongoing to identify the two and
reveal the exact circumstances of the case.

Smuggling foiled
Kuwait International Airport customs officials foiled an

Arab man’s attempt to smuggle 200 Tramadol tablets into
Kuwait, which he had kept inside his body. When the sus-
pect passed through the body X-ray system, foreign
objects were found inside his body. The man was taken  to
Farwaniya Hospital where the drugs, including two pieces
of hashish, were removed under medical supervision. The
man was taken to the proper authorities after that for fur-
ther action. Separately, two Asians were sent to Drugs
Control General Department when 23 imported liquor bot-
tles and 65 water bottles believed to contain liquor were
found in their car.

Drug abuse
Farwaniya police arrested a man who was caught smok-

ing a joint in his car behind a co-operative society in
Andalus. Patrol officers also found half a joint inside the
man’s car. He was sent to concerned authorities.

Traffic dispute
A man and a woman, both citizens, got into a dispute

over traffic. The dispute escalated, resulting in an assault
while causing a traffic jam. Police took both to the police
station and charged them accordingly.

Cross-dresser arrested
A male citizen was arrested for wearing women’s clothes

and lipstick. Police found a bag full of makeup with him in
Fintas. He was taken to vice detectives departments. 

Fight
Two Syrian neighbors ended up in Fintas police station

after exchanging blows. The two women started a fight
accusing each other of gossiping which resulted in their
husbands’ involvement. Neighbors called police who took
them to the police station. Meanwhile, two bedoons
attacked a Gulf national who went to their diwaniya. The
victim handed police a medical report stating that he suf-
fered a fractured hand. A heated discussion between the
three escalated into a fight where the two bedoon brothers
beat their foe up before kicking him out of the diwaniya.

Kuwaitis 3rd largest
real estate buyers
in Turkey in Nov
ANKARA: Kuwaitis bought 151 real estate properties
in Turkey last month, ranking third after Iraqis, 405, and
Saudis 239, official data revealed. Russians came fourth,

135, and Afghans fifth, 105, according to data revealed
by the Turkish Statistical Institute on Friday. Real estate
sales to foreigners reached 2,152 real estate in
November, a rise of 21.4 percent year-on-year.

Istanbul topped the list of cities targeted by real
estate buyers, 728, followed by Antalya, 491, then
Bursa, 142, and Yalova, 128, and finally Sakarya, 94.
Generally, real estate sales in Turkey hit 122,732 units
in November, marking a fall of 7.5 percent compared
to the same month in 2016. —KUNA

Greece’s top lawmaker 
invited to visit Kuwait
BRUSSELS: Acting charge d’Affaires at the Kuwaiti
Embassy in Athens Mubarak Al-Hajri met with Greek
parliament speaker Nikos Voutsis on Friday. During the
meeting, Hajri delivered Voutsis a letter from Kuwaiti
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, the
Kuwaiti diplomat said. Ghanem’s letter included an
invitation to Greece’s top maker to visit the State of
Kuwait, he added. —KUNA


