
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe celebrated his 19th birthday on Wednes-
day with a goal and an assist as Paris Saint-Germain cruised to a
3-1 victory over Caen in Ligue 1. The French teenager has enjoyed
a stratospheric rise in 2017 and rounded out a memorable year in
style by setting up Edinson Cavani to fire PSG ahead on 21 min-
utes, before adding a goal of his own on the hour.  Spanish left-
back Yuri Berchiche netted his first goal for the club since arriving
from Real Sociedad as PSG strolled to a
10th straight home league win despite
conceding a late Ivan Santini penalty.

Unai Emery’s team head into the win-
ter break nine points clear of defending
champions Monaco and Lyon, with both
of those sides claiming 2-1 wins over
Rennes and Toulouse respectively. “It’s a
good win to finish with 50 points, but the
goal we conceded is something we want
to work on after the holidays,” Emery
said.  “I think the team has had a very
good first half of the season,” he added.  “We’ve accomplished
our goals of being first in our Champions League group and being
top of the league with a sizeable cushion.” Marseille responded
to losing their 12-match unbeaten run at the weekend by coming
from a goal behind to defeat Troyes 3-1 at the Velodrome to stay
within three points of the Champions League spots.

PSG captain Thiago Silva returned from injury at the Parc des
Princes to solidify a defence without the suspended Dani Alves
and Presnel Kimpembe, while Neymar shrugged off a bout of ill-
ness that forced him to miss training on Tuesday.

Mbappe, sporting dyed white hair for his birthday, was instru-

mental as PSG surged in front midway through the first half, burst-
ing down the right wing before crossing for Cavani to flick ma-
jestically beyond Remy Vercoutre.

IBRA RECORD IN SIGHT 
It was the Uruguayan’s league-leading 19th goal of the season

and drew him to within one of Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s club record of
156 — achieved in just four prolific sea-
sons in the French capital.

Giovani Lo Celso, filling in for the
banned Marco Verratti in central midfield,
created the hosts’ second goal on 57 min-
utes, getting to the byline and delivering
a cross for Mbappe to confidently sweep
home.  Neymar went close to adding a
third when he broke clear of the Caen de-
fence, but the Brazilian was denied by a
terrific low stop from Vercoutre as the
veteran goalkeeper tipped the ball onto

the post.  Berchiche put the game beyond reach on 81 minutes
after collecting a pass from Neymar and hammering low into the
far corner, although Croatia striker Santini pulled a goal back from
the spot late on after Silva was penalised for a handball.

Radamel Falcao struck for the 15th time this campaign as
Monaco won at home to Rennes thanks to an 81st-minute goal
from Keita Balde after Wahbi Khazri had levelled for the visitors.

Nabil Fekir converted a first-half penalty and former Manches-
ter United full-back Rafael scored in stoppage time as Lyon beat
Toulouse despite a last-gasp spot-kick from Max-Alain Gradel.

“PSG are setting a fairly high pace. For us the main goal is to

finish on the podium and to carry on in the second half of the sea-
son like we finished the first,” Lyon captain Fekir said. Bryan Pele
put Troyes ahead at Marseille, but Rudi Garcia’s men roared back
with goals from Dimitri Payet, Luiz Gustavo and Valere Germain,
while Emiliano Sala grabbed a 92nd-minute winner for Nantes in
a 1-0 victory at Amiens. —AFP
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Birthday boy Mbappe stars 
as PSG down Caen in Ligue 1
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DOHA: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe holds a
press conference in Doha yesterday, during a winter training camp
in Qatar. — AFP

Mbappe, sporting dyed white hair for his birthday

Brazil-Argentina 
clubs to clash in Copa 
Sudamericana
LUQUE: Brazilian and Argentinian clubs will lock horns once more in the
opening round of the 2018 Copa Sudamericana it was confirmed Wednes-
day, a week after the violence-marred finale to this year’s competition.

The pick of the first phase ties will see Argentina’s San Lorenzo-the first
winners of the tournament in 2002 — take on 2013 champions Atletico
Mineiro from Brazil.

Other ties involving Argentinian and Brazilian clubs include Newell’s Old
Boys against Atletico Paranaense and Rosario Central’s meeting with Brazil-
ian giants Sao Paulo.

The draw followed last week’s stormy conclusion to the 2017 Copa Su-
damericana, which was won 3-2 on aggregate by Argentina’s Independiente
after a second leg 1-1 draw with Brazilian side Flamengo.  The final witnessed
fighting both inside and outside the Maracana Stadium in Rio. Riot police
used tear gas and stun grenades to quell the violence.  Brazil and Argentina
have six teams each in the opening round of the Sudamericana, which is the
junior continental club competition in South America after the more presti-
gious Copa Libertadores.

The identities of three teams in the opening round-one from Chile, and
two from Bolivia, are still to be decided. The 2018 edition will kick off on
February 14 with the final to be played over two legs on December 5 and 12. 

Firing the coach 
pays dividends 
for Italian pair
MILAN: Having lost their unbeaten record and Serie A
leadership in defeat to Udinese last week, Inter Milan
must face another team who are enjoying a new lease
of life after changing coach when they visit Sassuolo
tomorrow.

Inter will have further reason to be wary of Sassuolo,
the team from the smallest town ever to be represented
in Serie A - they have lost four of their last eight meet-
ings against them. Udinese and Sassuolo both made
poor starts to the season and opted for the time-hon-
oured solution of firing their coaches in order to turn
their respective campaigns around. 

Proud owners of one of the most modern stadiums
in Serie A, Udinese gave Luigi Delneri his marching or-
ders in mid-November after losing eight of their first 12
games and brought in the relatively inexperienced Mas-
simo Oddo.

Although Oddo’s only previous stint in Serie A ended
abruptly when he was fired by Pescara in February with
his side bottom of the table, he has transformed Udinese
by making the most of his team’s physical strength. 

They have responded by winning three of their four
games under him, capping their run with a 3-1 win at
Inter last Saturday when they gave a lesson in quick

counter-attacking. “I’ve always said that the coach has
to find the team for his players, not the other way
round,” said Oddo, 41. 

“This team is very different team from the one I had
at Pescara with different characteristics. There is a great
deal of power, physical presence and stamina, so I try
to make the most of that.” Udinese host Verona on Sat-
urday although Oddo warned against getting carried
away. “We are getting great results but the worst thing
we can do now is to start dreaming,” he said.

Sassuolo, meanwhile, have won two out of three
league games since swapping Cristian Bucchi for the
wily and much-travelled Giuseppe Iachini, who is at
his 11th Italian club but has yet to coach any of the
top teams.

They won 1-0 at sixth-placed Sampdoria on Sunday
despite missing the fifth penalty of seven they have
been awarded this season. “We’ve only been together
for three weeks,” said Iachini.  “I’m convinced that if we
continue to work like this, with this intensity in both at-
tack and defence, we can make further progress.

“Everyone has shown great willingness and we’re
improving but I know we can do better. We haven’t
been so good with our final passes.” Sassuolo made
their top flight debut in the 2013/14 season and were
thumped 7-0 at home in their first meeting with Inter.
But in seven meetings since then, Inter have won only
three to Sassuolo’s four.

Inter, who went through their first 16 games un-
beaten, are third with 40 points, two behind leaders
Napoli, who host Sampdoria. Titleholders Juventus, who
host fourth-placed Roma on Saturday, are second with
41 points.  — Reuters


