
Hamilton scores in 
third period to lead 
Flames over Blues    
LOS ANGELES: Dougie Hamilton scored at 7:57 of
the third period to lead the Calgary Flames to a 2-1
win over the St. Louis Blues at the Scotiabank Sad-
dledome on Wednesday night. Michael Frolik also
scored for the Flames, who have won two games in a
row, and Mike Smith made 21 saves. Brayden Schenn
scored for the Blues, while goalie Carter Hutton fin-
ished with 31 saves.

FLYERS 4, RED WINGS 3
Sean Couturier scored his career-high 16th goal

early in the third period and it stood up as the game-
winner in Philadelphia’s victory over Detroit. Dale
Weise, Wayne Simmonds and Robert Hagg also
scored for the Flyers, who won for the seventh time in
eight games following a 10-game losing streak. Mar-
tin Frk, Mike Green and Gustav Nyquist scored for
the Red Wings, who lost in regulation for the first time
in five games (2-1-2). Jimmy Howard stopped 27
shots.

BLUE JACKETS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Seth Jones scored an unassisted goal and assisted

on a rare Columbus power-play goal to help the team
end a two-game losing streak with a victory over
Toronto. Jones’ goal came in the first period, and he

also was credited with an assist on Pierre-Luc
Dubois’ second-period goal. In the past four games,
Jones has three goals to give him six for the season
and 19 points.  Lukas Sedlak scored the Blue Jackets’
first goal in the opening period with an assist from
Matt Calvert. Alexander Wennberg expanded the

Columbus lead with a third-period goal, and Cam
Atkinson contributed two assists. —Reuters

The Maple Leafs’ goals came from Jake Gardiner
in the second period and Mitch Marner in the third
period of Toronto’s second game in two days. Gar-
diner also had an assist. —Reuters

NEW YORK: File photo shows Dylan Larkin #71 of the Detroit Red Wings skates against the New York Islanders at
the Barclays Center on December 19, 2017 in the Brooklyn. —AFP
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LONDON: The English city of Birmingham was
yesterday confirmed as the host of the 2022
Commonwealth Games after a troubled bidding
process. “We warmly congratulate Birmingham
and England on today’s announcement-it is a
defining moment for this truly Commonwealth
city,” Commonwealth Games Federation presi-
dent Louise Martin told a press conference at
Birmingham’s Arena Academy.

The Games were originally awarded to Dur-
ban in 2015, but the South African city had the
event taken away earlier
this year for financial
reasons. The quadren-
nial multisport event, in-
volving members of the
British Commonwealth
of Nations, last took
place in the United
Kingdom in Glasgow in
2014.

After Durban was
taken out of the running, Birmingham defeated
a rival British bid from Liverpool to secure the
support of the government in September. But
the Midlands city has had to wait almost three
months to have its victory confirmed.

The CGF extended the deadline for bids
until the end of November, saying Birmingham’s
candidacy was “not fully compliant”, and then
announced a further delay as it sought guaran-
tees from the city and government.

The CGF is believed to have encouraged

rival bids from Canada and Malaysia, both of
which failed to materialise. But Martin thanked
the two countries-and Australia-for their inter-
est in hosting future Games and said all three
countries had expressed interest in staging ei-
ther the 2026 or 2030 event.

The budget for the 2022 Games, which is
expected to run from July 27 to August 7, is re-
ported to be £750 million ($1 billion, 845 mil-
lion euros). The existing Alexander Stadium
will be re-developed and will host the athletics

event.
“The vast majority

of the Games venues
are in place and with
extensive experience in
the UK of hosting suc-
cessful major events-
including Manchester
2002, London 2012 and
Glasgow 2014 — the
CGF looks forward to a

truly spectacular Games that delivers not only
for the 2.4 billion citizens across the Com-
monwealth, but the wider world, too,” Martin
added.

“Today is a fantastic day for Birming-
ham, global Britain and our resurgent Com-
monwealth Sports Movement.” British
sports minister Tracey Crouch said: “The
UK has a brilliant track record for putting
on the biggest sport events in the world
and it is great news that Birmingham has

been selected to host the 2022 Common-
wealth Games.” 

Next year’s Games will be staged on
Australia’s Gold Coast. The Games are open

to countries that are members of the Com-
monwealth, a collection of nations and ter-
ritories that were mainly once part of the
British empire. —AFP
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BIRMINGHAM: Commonwealth Games Federation President Louise Martin announces the winning bid for the
2022 games in Birmingham, Britain yesterday.
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Premiership
strikes landmark
China TV deal
LONDON:  The English Premiership will be-
come the first club rugby union tournament
to air on Chinese national television after a
four-year deal with free-to-air sports broad-
caster CCTV5+ was announced today. Be-
ginning with Sunday’s clash between
Leicester and Saracens, CCTV5+ will show
at least 25 Premiership matches a season in
China, along with the semi-final and final. Pre-
viously, the 2015 Rugby World Cup was the
only rugby tournament to have been broad-
cast on Chinese television.

“This is a very significant day in the history
of Premiership Rugby,” said Dominic Hayes,
commercial director at Premiership Rugby, in
a press release. “Launching on free-to-air TV
in China is part of our strategic goal of increas-
ing the global impact of Premiership Rugby
and helping to grow the game in new countries
around the world. “CCTV5+ reaches 400 mil-
lion households and this will lead to a huge in-
crease in rugby’s exposure, in a new and very
exciting market.” —AFP


