
KUWAIT: After two years of sports suspen-
sion on Kuwait, the ban on football was finally
lifted recently by the International Football
Federation FIFA, which approved a new
sports law that was passed by the Kuwaiti
parliament. However, the suspension imposed
on other sports is yet to be lifted by the In-
ternational Olympic Committee (IOC).

“The ban on football, which is the most
popular sport in Kuwait, was lifted, yet it was
not lifted for the rest of the sports and I am
not very optimistic,” said MP and lawyer Al-
Hamidi Al-Sibei during a symposium held at
the Kuwait Bar Association on Wednesday.
“Sports is a very important issue and His
Highness the Amir has tried his best to solve
this problem. These problems started in 2007,
when the parliament in Kuwait started inter-
fering and changing the law. Few years later,
sports clubs were dissolved and Kuwait was
suspended from participating in international
competitions.”

According to Sibei, the new law was not
proposed by Kuwaitis. “We proposed a law
that would abide with the rules and regulation
of FIFA, and gave some powers to the Public
Authority of Sports (PAY), but it was not
passed by the parliament. The new law which
resulted in lifting the ban was formulated by
FIFA, I assume, which gives no power to
PAYS,” he added.

“I believe that issues related to sports
should be solved by the sports bodies and not
the parliament,” stated Sibei. “In the 1960s,
Kuwait faced sports suspension and the Min-
ister of Social Affairs at that time resolved the
issue. Now that the ban has been lifted, work
related to sports should be done without any
interference from MPs. We have also heard
rumors of a possible return of the suspension
on football, and I hope they are  not true.” 

Saqer Al-Mulla, Teacher at the Education
College, Physical Education section, dis-
agreed with Sibei, saying, “The negotiations
and forming of the new law took place in
Qatar, which also participated in lifting the

suspension. Kuwaitis were a part of it and I
was one of them. The FIFA officials de-
manded slight changes in the draft law that
was submitted in 2016. So, the new law is the
modification of that law. FIFA also de-
manded that court cases are dropped, and
changing the conditions of the general as-
sembly at the sports clubs and of the found-
ing members,” he added. Mulla also
disagreed with Sibei on the role of MPs in
the sports suspension issue, saying the
problem started from a complaint sent from
Kuwait to the IOC by one person. He also
called for cooperation between all authori-
ties to solve the issue completely.
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Amir congratulates 
Saudi King on anniversary

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a congratulatory cable
to Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on the third
anniversary of his ascension to the throne.  In the cable, His
Highness the Amir extolled the deep and firm fraternal re-
lations between Kuwait and the Kingdom, and lauded the
prominent development renaissance involving various
fields under the leadership of the Saudi monarch.  His High-
ness the Amir also wished the Saudi King wellbeing and
success in pursuing development in the kingdom and serv-
ing both Arab and Muslim worlds. Two cables of similar
sentiments were sent to the Saudi King by His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Speaker receives officials

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem received yesterday First Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah. Speaker Ghanem wished Minister Nasser Al-
Sabah all the success in his current post. 

Meanwhile, Ghanem received Iranian Ambassador to
Kuwait Alireza Enayati, who handed him an invitation from
Iranian parliament Speaker Dr Ali Larijani to the Parlia-
mentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC), which
is scheduled in Tehran mid-January.

In other news, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh lauded yesterday
the exceptional ties linking Kuwait and the United States.
This statement came during Saleh’s reception of US Am-
bassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman. According to a
ministerial press release, Minister Saleh expressed to Sil-
verman Kuwait’s eagerness to bolster relations with the
US on all possible domains. — KUNA

Development achieves peace: Kuwait

NEW YORK: Kuwait stressed the importance of achieving
development and protecting human rights to end conflicts
and attain world peace. The statement was made by head
of the State of Kuwait’s Mission to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi during an open discussion session
chaired by Japan at the UN Security Council late Wednes-
day. The session is titled “resolving the complicated mod-
ern challenges facing world peace and security.” Otaibi
affirmed the need of serious cooperation among all coun-
tries and UN bodies in order to achieve the 2030 UN Sus-
tainable Development Goals.  Kuwait’s policy had always
relied on peaceful resolutions to conflicts and crises, he
noted. The country also supports protecting human rights,
mainly in conflict zones, he added. Otaibi meanwhile hailed
the UN’s approval of a resolution to boost the work and
efforts of the UN Security Council to achieve global peace
and security earlier Wednesday. The resolution is part of
the UN Secretary General’s efforts to make the UN more
transparent and effective in executing its duties. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Saqer Al-Mulla (left) speaks during a symposium with MP and lawyer Al-Hamidi
Al-Sibei (right) and lawyer Sultan Al-Qahtani. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Inflammatory
bowel disease
on the rise
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health of Kuwait
held a press conference to announce an
awareness campaign for inflammatory
bowel diseases (IBD) entitled ‘Return to
your life, live without restrictions’ yesterday
at its premises in Sulaibikhat. The event was
held under the auspices of Minister of
Health Dr Basel Al-Sabah, and was spon-
sored by AbbVie Pharmaceuticals 

Dr Ahmad Al-Fadhli, consultant of gas-
trointestinal system and liver and head of
digestive unit in Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hos-
pital, said that there has been an obvious
increase in inflammatory bowel disease pa-
tients in the last 15 years. “It is time to pay
attention towards this disease and spread
awareness as it affects people between the
ages of 15 to 35 years,” he added.

Fadhli added that the campaign aims to
focus on spreading awareness among peo-
ple about the disease, develop medical
treatments and get local, regional, and inter-
national experts to speak about it in confer-
ences that will be soon held in Kuwait. Dr

Fahad Al-Ibrahim,
gastro intest ina l
system and liver
consultant at Amiri
Hospital, pointed
out that the most
common symptoms
of the disease are
diarrhea, abdomi-
nal pain, cramps,
weight loss, fa-
tigue, blood in
stool, pale appear-
ance, fever, joint

problems and skin problems.
Inflammatory bowel disease can be sub-

divided into two types: Crohn’s disease and
Ulcerative Colitis. Although the exact causes
of Crohn’s disease and Ulcerative Colitis are
not really known, certain contributory fac-

tors have been identified. Genetic factors,
abnormal responses of the digestive system
to non-pathogenic of harmless germs,
smoking, diet and oral contraceptives are
often considered as risk factors but not
proven to be so in the development of in-
flammatory diseases, and stress.

The conditions and causes of which are
currently poorly understood, progress by
episodes of sudden attacks and settle of
the disease. The symptoms are primarily
gastro-intestinal, with abdominal pain and
diarrhea. They can have serious health con-
sequences such as significant weight loss
under nutrition and growth retardation in
children. IBD often has an impact on daily,
family and professional life due to its se-
vere and chronic nature. Treatment and
medical monitoring is very essential for
IBD patients.

Dr Ahmad Al-Fadhli

KUWAIT: Officials pose for a group photo during a press conference to announce an
awareness campaign for inflammatory bowel diseases. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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