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In Kuwait, everyone is vocal about their politi-
cal disagreements, religious or ideological stand
points. Naturally, the line between having a
public discussion and venting steam in the com-
fort of our homes is clear to everyone, at least
in the real world. 

But when tapping on a screen, we tweet,
post or reply with the awareness that we got the
whole world’s attention, and our uploads and
comment may stay as long as the internet. Per-
verts, extremists and zealots have a chance to
slander and disturb more victims than they can
possibly imagine. 

In response, many countries have passed
‘cyber’ laws to fight these socially destructive
activities, but do they really work? And what
about the cyber laws in the Gulf states? Are
people even aware of them?

On Twitter, I have received multiple mes-
sages from various accounts of people calling
themselves “spiritual healers”, inviting me to
break “the evil eye”, or to get the one I love to
marry me only for KD 5, as if throwing away
money would be helpful in trying to get married,
or to tell me about the future. It is frustrating to
me when I remember that not everyone is aware
that they are able to report these tricksters who
rob their hard earned money, both in Twitter
and in a real life court. Sexual extortion is an-
other matter that needs to be discussed, as well.

People talk about how funny and tragic it
was, when an elderly man stripped himself for a
young girl’s webcam after she promised to do
the same, then it turned out to be a mischievous
male teen from another continent, who
recorded all of that artless “humanity” that ap-
peared on his screen. Ashamed and defeated,
the 60 years old had to pay that youngster the
equivalent of $10,000. Unfortunately, interna-
tional laws are not yet fully aligned with each
other to secure and protect social media users
from such ordeals, yet within the borders of the
Gulf Cooperation Council countries, if such a
deal was made, the users will be fined heavily
for posting or commenting any suggestive or
explicitly sexual materials, other than these of
educational purposes. What about politics? 

Everyone is talking about the head lining
stories of this famous snapchat user going to jail
for insulting official government members, or
the instgrammer who intentionally wanted to
mock a famous singer only to get fined thou-
sands of dinars. Surely, it isn’t debatable that in-
sults or verbal abuse should not be tolerated? 

But what if a comment simply challenges the
status quo? What about these vague sexually
oriented engagements that cannot be de-
tected? And what about other kinds of trick-
sters, who have degrees in psychology or
cosmetics, yet do not sell or offer a legitimate
service to their customers? Most of all, what
about buying fake “likes” and “retweets”? Such
inquires, will be satisfyingly answered in my
next article.
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KUWAIT: Niqashna held a civilized debate
entitled ‘the separation of religion and state’
on Wednesday at promenade culture center in
Promenade Ball in Hawally. Niqashna (our de-
bate) is a community platform for open de-
bates in Kuwait. It aims to tackle an array of
important social and political issues by engag-
ing all members of society. The negative team
was represented by Dr Mutlaq Al-Jasser, who
is a Sharia Faculty professor at Kuwait Univer-
sity (KU).

He stated that he is against the separation
of religion and state because Islam has the an-
swer to most laws, and the other issues are
covered by civil laws such as work and traffic
laws. “I am against secularism because it is a
failure to ignore your belief in God and the
prophet and follow people’s orders. Who cre-
ated me is the only one to control me. Secular-
ism cannot be a solution for countries with a
Muslim majority or even a sizeable minority, for
it requires people to replace their God-given
beliefs with an entirely different set of man-
made beliefs,” he said.

Responding to the sayings that there are no
religious countries and Islam is not fair to all,
Jasser affirmed that the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was known for his fair leadership for
all religions where under his lead all religions
lived in peace. However, sharia is an all-encom-
passing program for every aspect of life, in-
cluding the governance of the state.

He argues that the separation of religion and
state is un-Islamic, adding that the world needs
the real version of Islam, not the Islam of ex-
tremists like the Islamic State (IS) group. “Islam
cannot be separated from the state because it
guides us through every detail of running the

state and our lives. Muslims have no choice but
to reject secularism for it excludes the law of
Allah,” he said.

Cannot be imposed
Supporters of the secular state argued that

the values of one religion cannot be imposed
on members of different religions that are pres-
ent in our countries. They pointed out that
under the law of Islam, other religions are not
prohibited. At the same time, people are pro-
vided with doctrines for legislation and running
of the state that will protect people of all faiths
living in the state.

Writer Dalaa Al-Mufti, supporter of the
separation of religion and state said, “We have
to admit that there is no such thing as a reli-
gious country. Countries do not pray; people
do. We cannot force the people to follow our
religion.” She explained that secularism is not
a religion; it is neutral. It gives people the right
to follow whatever religion and beliefs they

want. She also suggested that religious people
must keep their distance from politics, not to
protect the politics but to protect the image of
religion as religion is a spiritual thing between
a person and God, so one must avoid showing
it off or take advantage of it.

Mufti noted that people need to face the
hard reality that even so-called moderate or
mainstream Islam presents huge problems be-
cause it calls for religion to have a major in-
fluence on political decision-making. “The
partnership of religion and government in
much of the world is troubling because it in-
volves government policies being influenced
by myth, superstition and supernaturalism and
an absurd argument about God. It is one thing
to believe that there is some kind of power or
source beyond our understanding and quite
another to believe that any religious hierarchy
should influence legislation or governance.
The latter leads us down a dangerous path,”
she added.
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