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This article is dedicated to all our Christian friends
celebrating Christmas - Merry Christmas and a
New Year filled with love and peace! This happy

occasion is not confined to Christians only - many
Muslims share with their Christian friends the joy of this
occasion because they remember that these Christians
exchange greetings and congratulations with them on
Islamic occasions. Joy is a universal sentiment and there’s
no embarrassment or shame in it.

After Christmas celebrations, we are approaching a
new year. This occasion also makes us remember what we
lack to complete our happiness, whether money, children,
success or marriage. It is wishful thinking, but happy
occasions are very few in the turbulent, volatile and wor-
risome world of today.

I believe social media has become a partner on these
occasions and not only a transmitter. These days, social
media is a yard through which any individual can express
their opinion and present congratulations and wishes for
various holidays and events, and this is clear on Twitter.
For example, Egyptian newspaper Al-Dustour posted
Christmas and New Year wishes with a hashtag on Twitter
from various people. The diversity of wishes by Twitter
users were funny, reflecting simple human wishes. The
most prominent was ‘Love, iPhone X and Al-Aqsa
Mosque’, while another person made a wish to fall in love
and work outside Egypt.   

I met some friends recently and we were talking about
Christmas and the New Year. We all agreed that praying
and hoping for peace is the goal of all people regardless
of religion and origins. Security and peace are no longer
easy to have. It is good to see that many Muslims love to
share this occasion with their friends by buying simple
gifts and decorating their homes with Christmas trees,
because it reflects the joy of an approaching new year. A
friend said she is always keen to buy decorations and a
Christmas tree to cheer up the house during the end of
the year, because it gives her hope to achieve her wishes.
New Year celebrations are not only fun for Christians! 

Gift markets around the world witness large crowds
during Christmastime, New Year and seasons of love,
because young people, children and girls like to buy gifts
to celebrate the year and the occasion. I was recently at a
market, and realized it is rare that there’s no objection
from conservatives to displaying Christmas gifts. Is there
a change in society? I find it positive. Last year, there was
a video of an extremist man who rejected the presence of
a Christmas tree in one of the markets and the minister of
social affairs removed it. This led to a debate between
supporters and opponents.

This year, everything is going quietly and smoothly, but
I would like to say that Christians in Kuwait, both citizens
and expatriates, have the right to celebrate and that the
Kuwaiti constitution guarantees freedom of belief. The
state protects the practice of worship, which has been
actively taking place for over half a century. I think that as
we defend our beliefs, it is the right of non-Muslims to
defend themselves and their religion. But they do not have
a strong voice, so we have to stand with them. The
Christmas period shows our strong cohesion and accept-
ance of the other in one nation.

It is a joyful time. Happy holidays!
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“You only use 5 percent of the stuff they teach you in
school,” is a statement I have heard multiple people
from different countries say. I have had younger

students ask me, is it worth it to go for a master’s degree in my
major? The answer to this question is: it depends. Have you
decided to spend the rest of your working life in an academic
or research track? If so, then by all means yes. If you decide to
get a job, like the vast majority of individuals, then the answer
to that is no, with the exception of medicine. This isn’t to say
that you will not learn or grow during your year or two getting
your master’s, you definitely will. This issue at hand is: has the
amount of time and energy spent given you it’s worth?

Think of it this way. An average apple tree takes five to
eight years to bear fruit. If you decide to plant an apple tree,
and put in the money and effort to take care of it for...say, 15
years. After year 15, it produces five very good apples. Was
planting the tree worth it? No.

To the apple planting community, please be advised that
this is purely an analogy and is in no way, shape, or form an
attack on your way of life. I also have not been paid by any
parties of interest to cast a shadow on any specific apples or
any initiative pertaining to the planting of said apples. 

The maximum a master’s degree can offer you in the job
market is an interview opportunity. If that is what you wanted

in the first place, then good for you. By all means make the
most of it. However, do not assume that the knowledge
received during your master’s degree will far outweigh your
knowledge in your bachelors, this is not a PhD. A master’s
degree is an incremental increase of knowledge to the base of
information that was built during your undergrad. It is nothing
more. Furthermore, some ask if doing a master’s degree
straight out of undergrad is better than taking a few years off
to work then returning to study. 

For the knowledge that you will receive, and for the poten-
tial value that you can obtain, to maximize the usefulness of
the information you obtain in your masters it is ultimately bet-
ter to work for a year or two and then return to your studies.
HOWEVER, many people who begin work with that idea
experience the comfortable lifestyle and upgrade in standard
of living that comes along with a paycheck. This acts as a
sedative and makes leaving your job to go back to school
especially difficult. Again, this is not the case for everyone.
People who choose to do this have also said that the “maxi-
mum value” mentioned earlier in this paragraph is not a large
enough increment than the value they would have gotten
when they were fresh out of undergrad, filled with energy and
still used to the study lifestyle.

It seems to be that the main issue at hand with post-bache-
lor’s education is the pure effectiveness of the education itself.
For the most part, given the opportunities in Kuwait and
Middle East, it does not seem to always be worth it. The cur-
rent educational system is reaching a point of impracticality
and obsoleteness that is unheard of, and I am not bashing
Kuwait, this applies to western education as well. Join me next
week as I analyze what exactly is wrong with the educational
system from a student’s perspective, and what the results this
system has produced. 
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