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At a time when the media is being
accused of peddling “fake news,”
Steven Spielberg, Meryl Streep

and Tom Hanks are bringing Hollywood
star power to a movie celebrating jour-
nalism and the virtues of a free press.
“The Post,” which comes out in theaters
in the United States on Friday, recounts
the nail-biting behind-the-scenes story
of the 1971 publication by The
Washington Post of the Pentagon Papers,
which exposed the lies behind US
involvement in the Vietnam War.

Directed by Spielberg, whose long list
of credits includes “Saving Private Ryan,”
“Schindler’s List,” “Jaws” and “E.T.,” “The
Post” stars Streep as aristocratic Post
publisher Katharine Graham and Hanks
as the newspaper’s scrappy executive
editor Ben Bradlee. The drama at the
heart of the film revolves around
Graham’s decision to go ahead and pub-
lish the Pentagon Papers, a move which
could have had potentially fatal conse-
quences for the family newspaper she
took over eight years earlier upon the
suicide of her husband.

The Pentagon Papers, leaked by
whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg, were a
7,000-page classified report which
determined-contrary to the public asser-
tions of US government officials-that the
Vietnam conflict was unwinnable. The
New York Times published excerpts until
the administration of president Richard
Nixon obtained a court injunction bar-
ring the newspaper from continuing to
do so on national security grounds. That’s
where the Post stepped in, braving legal
and financial peril to take up the torch.

Spielberg, Streep and Hanks attended
a screening of “The Post” at the shrine to
journalism, the Newseum, in Washington
last week, located just a few blocks from
the White House on Pennsylvania
Avenue. Not present but looming over

the event was President Donald Trump,
who has waged a vitriolic campaign
against media outlets he believes are
unfair to him. Trump has been particular-
ly scathing about CNN and The New
York Times but he has also repeatedly
attacked the Post, calling it “dishonest,”
“phony” and his favorite-”fake news.” He
refers to the newspaper in his tweets as
the “Amazon Washington Post,” a refer-
ence to Jeff Bezos, the owner of online
retail giant Amazon who purchased the
Post from the Graham family in 2013.

‘A movie about patriotism’ 
Speaking to reporters on the red car-

pet at the Newseum screening,
Spielberg, Hanks and Streep-once dis-
missed by Trump as “overrated”-were
reluctant to call out the president by
name and downplayed suggestions the
movie was a shot across the bow of his
White House. “I think it’s very, very
important that our movie is seen not as a
political, partisan play on the part of

what they call the liberal media or
Hollywood,” Spielberg said.

“I see it not as a partisan movie,” he
said, “but a movie about patriotism and a
movie about the courageous media, the
Fourth Estate, and what they did to be
able to get the Pentagon Papers pub-
lished, which then led to Watergate.”
Watergate, of course, was the subject of
a 1976 Hollywood blockbuster in which
The Washington Post also played a star-
ring role-”All the President’s Men” fea-
turing Robert Redford and Dustin
Hoffman as Post reporters Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein. Despite
Spielberg’s protestations, reviewers are
finding parallels inescapable between
“The Post” and its championing of the
media and the non-stop vilification of the
press by Trump.

“(‘The Post’) takes you back to a time
when the outcome was precarious, and
the freedoms we thought we took for
granted hung in the balance,” said
Variety. “Just as they do today.” For The

New Yorker, “The Post” is “not a period
movie.” “Instead, it is squarely addressed
to the present day, striving for the
urgency of a headline,” it said. “The film
is here to warn us of fresh threats to
press freedom.”—AFP

‘The Post’: A Hollywood ode to journalism

Sir Ridley Scott will never releasing Kevin
Spacey’s cut of ‘All the Money in the World’. The
80-year-old filmmaker helmed the new John

Paul Getty biopic and decided to cut Spacey from the
film after he was accused of sexual harassment and
assault by numerous men, following actor Anthony
Rapp’s allegation that he made inappropriate
advances to him when he was 14 years old. Scott
brought in Hollywood legend Christopher Plummer to
play the Getty Oil Company magnate instead. The
filmmaker spent $10 million reshooting 22 scenes in
the kidnapping drama with his new-look cast, and has
now admitted he will be putting away Spacey’s ver-
sion of the film.

Speaking to ‘Entertainment Tonight’, Scott said:
“[It’s] highly unlikely. I think this would be put away
for a while. That version, because I wouldn’t want to
bring it out. It wouldn’t be right, put it that way.” The
film follows the kidnapping of 16-year-old John Paul
Getty III (Charlie Plummer) and the desperate
attempt by his devoted mother Gail (Michelle
Williams) to convince his billionaire grandfather
(Plummer) to pay the ransom. Recently Williams and
Mark Wahlberg, who stars as advisor and CIA opera-
tive Fletcher Chase, revealed they didn’t ask for more
money to be added on to their salaries when they did
the re-shoots.

Williams, 37, said: “I just thought that this experi-
ence that we had all treasured was going to be essen-
tially flushed down the toilet. “I adore [Ridley], wor-
ship him, would do anything for him. I hated that this
man’s time and expertise and gentlemanly-ness was
going to be kind of for naught. So when I got the
phone call about the change of plans I was thrilled. I
was enlivened, it picked me up off the couch a little bit
and got me excited. I said I’d be wherever they need-
ed me, whenever they needed me. And they could
have my salary, they could have my holiday, whatever
they wanted. Because I appreciated so much that they
were making this massive effort.”— Bang Showbiz
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The new series of the hit Netflix series Narcos will move to Mexico after the
demise of Colombian kingpin Pablo Escobar and the Cali cartel, a trailer
released on Tuesday showed. The fourth series of the show will feature

Michael Pena, who recently starred in the film Ant Man, and Diego Luna, who fea-
tured in the Star Wars movie Rogue One and who cut his teeth in the Mexican cult
hit movie Y Tu Mama Tambien. The new trailer gave away no details of story lines or
what characters will be portrayed, but featured a Mexican mariachi band playing
against a dark backdrop, as clouds of white powder-presumably cocaine-burst from
their instruments.

“Guadalajara is not only the birthplace of mariachi and tequila, it’s also the home
of the newest season of Narcos. Coming 2018,” an accompanying announcement
said. Guadalajara is the capital of Jalisco state and gave rise to the Guadalajara drugs
cartel in the 1980s, founded by Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo, Rafael Caro Quintero
and Ernesto Fonseca Carrilloto to smuggle first heroin and marijuana, and then later
cocaine, into the United States.

It was one of the first Mexican drugs rings to work with the Colombian cartels,
which were later eclipsed by the Mexican organizations. The Guadalajara cartel was
where famed drugs lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman cut his teeth before founding
his own outfit, the hugely powerful Sinaloa cartel. A Mexican location scout for the
show was found shot dead in his car earlier this year, about an hour’s drive from
Mexico City. With Pedro Pascal playing DEA agent Javier Pena, the initial three
series of Narcos focused on the drugs wars in Colombia, first with Escobar’s
Medellin cartel and then the rise of the rival Cali cartel after his death. Luna and Pena
have worked together before, in 2014, when the Mexican cast Pena in his directorial
debut, “Cesar Chavez.”— AFP

New series of Narcos moves to Mexico

It’s got his orangish hair, too-long tie, and trademark unbuttoned
jacket. But is that robo-guy at Disney’s Hall of Presidents really
supposed to be Donald Trump? If you go by the chorus of tweets

out there ranging from puzzled to horrified, the facial likeness of the
animatronic figure unveiled Tuesday is a botch job. The robotic figure
stands on a stage alongside life-size models of Trump’s predecessors.

It can speak and move its hands, but was widely derided by friends
and foe for its fleeting resemblance to the 45th president. Twitter
users said the figure, dressed in a dark suit, looked more like Hillary
Clinton or Hollywood actor Jon Voight, a Trump supporter.  Others
compared it to veteran US actress Angela Lansbury or the character
Biff Tannen from the film “Back to the Future.” 

“The more I see of Disney’s ‘Hall of Presidents’ Trump, the more
I’m convinced they made a Hillary one first and had to redo it” said
Twitter user Maplecocaine. “It looks like Jon Voight and Hillary had a

man-baby,” said another Twitter account under the handle Tyree. The
comedy website Funny or Die quickly dubbed over the official
recording on Trump’s voice, in which he talks about “the achieve-
ments of the American spirit,” with some of his more lurid proclama-
tions, such as the “Access Hollywood” tape in which he boasts of sex-
ually grabbing women.

With a nod to the special prosecutor’s investigation into the Trump
campaign’s possible ties to Russian election meddling, Twitter user
Rex Hupke said that “the best part of Donald Trump being in Disney’s
Hall of Presidents will be when they move him ... and put him in the
Pirates of the Caribbean ride’s jail.” Singer and movie star Bette
Midler recalled the president’s sensitivity to criticism that he has
small hands, joking that “they had to use an old pair of hands from
one of the ‘It’s a Small World’ kids.” There was no immediate reaction
from the president himself, a prolific user of Twitter. — AFP

Twittersphere aghast over 
Trump likeness at Disney exhibit

MNEK is desperate to spit some lines on a Cardi B track. The 23-year-
old producer and songwriter has worked on tracks for the likes of
Zara Larsson and Anne-Marie, but he’s set his sights on performing a

hook on a track by the ‘Bodak Yellow’ rapper. He has even offered to perform at
her forthcoming wedding with her Migos star fiance Offset.  MNEK - whose
real name is Uzoechi ‘Uzo’ Emenike - tweeted Cardi: “i now know all the words
to ‘Bodak Yellow’ your verse on ‘No Limit’ AND ‘Motorsport’. I’m stan-
ninggggg, can i sing a hook for you? or at your wedding idk.... in any case....
lmk @iamcardib (sic)”

The ‘Never Forget You’ hitmaker may be in with a chance as the
‘Motorsport’ star said she is “taking her time” with her debut album. Cardi -
whose real name is Belcalis Almanzar - has written a whole host of songs but
wants to make sure they are top notch before letting any of them make the final
cut. Giving an update on her first record, Cardi wrote on Twitter last month: “I
have a lot of pressure on me.I have songs stashed up .I just don’t think they
qualified for my album .Sometimes i think is ready sometimes i think it’s not so
I’m going to take my time till it’s right. (sic)”

Meanwhile, the 25-year-old rapper recently found herself involved in a feud
with fellow rapper Azealia Banks.  The ‘212’ singer accused Cardi of being fake,
and said she doesn’t believe she has the “black woman’s expression”. Azealia
explained: “Dont get me wrong I’m very entertained by Cardi B, and I really
like ‘Bodak Yellow’.  “That’s a really good song, but you are not that girl. “It’s
just truth, it’s just the truth, you know what I’m saying? I’m not trying to take
anything from you, but you’re just like - you know it’s like this female rap thing,
it’s like a lineage.  “It’s a real fire that burns in a soul, you don’t have that fire,
I’m very happy for your success and I love your come-up and I love like seeing
you smile and having a good time. “But this like, woman’s expression, this black
woman’s expression ... just the fire of the black woman’s expression ... you don’t
have it, Cardi. And you won’t get it, because it’s not you. (sic)”. — BangShowbiz
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Lupita Nyong’o felt “challenged” when shooting ‘Black
Panther’. The 34-year-old actress stars as Nakia in the
new Marvel Cinematic Universe movie by Ryan

Coogler, and Nyong’o revealed the filmmaker avoided the
“expected female-rival narrative” in the latest film. Speaking
to Teen Vogue, Nyong’o said: “Ryan made a point of avoiding
the expected female-rival narrative. In this genre, where span-
dex is involved, oftentimes the women are pitted against each
other. In our story, there are so many different women holding
their own space. Women may be in competition with each
other, sure, but that doesn’t necessarily mean there’s an
absence of love or respect. Shuri [Letitia Wright] is the sister
to the Black Panther [Chadwick Boseman] and the leader of
technological pursuits and Nakia is someone who has a com-
plicated history with the Black Panther and is a warrior in her
own right. You see them work together, and you see a dynam-
ic that is really encouraging. Making this film awakened me. I
walked away from this experience feeling extremely support-
ed and I felt challenged.”

The motion picture is expected to expand on the storyline
that was first introduced in ‘Captain America: Civil War’ of
how T’Challa becomes the Black Panther. T’Challa’s father
T’Chaka is king of the African nation Wakanda and has the
ceremonial title Black Panther as the chief of the Panther Tribe,
but is killed when a bomb goes off at the UN making his son
the Black Panther. Other actors in the movie include Forest
Whitaker, who will take on the role of Zuri, an elder statesman
in Wakanda, and ‘The Walking Dead’ star Danai Gurira, who is
to portray Okoye, the head of the Dora Milaje, the Black
Panther’s personal bodyguards. — Bang Showbiz
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Photo courtesy of Disney shows the Hall of Presidents, an iconic Magic Kingdom Park attraction near Orlando, Florida, offering a journey through American
history. — AFP

This file photo shows from left: Tom Hanks, Rita Wilson and Marty Baron arriving for the
premiere of “The Post” in Washington, DC. — AFP photos
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