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KUWAIT: The 23rd Gulf Cup for Football, scheduled
for December 22 until January 5, will continue the lega-
cy of the prestigious tournament, which kicked off in
the early 70s. Since 1970, the Gulf Football Cup had
become the venue were several stars and talents were
born. This prestigious tournament helped the status of
the game to progress in the Gulf region, bringing vari-
ous footballers to the attention of the world. 

In 1970, Bahrain was the venue of the first-ever Gulf
Cup tournament with the four teams of Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain taking part. Kuwait was
crowned as champion.

Saudi Arabia hosted the second tournament in 1972
with the participation of the five teams of Kuwait,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Bahrain. Again, the
Kuwaitis were crowned as champions.

Two years forward, Kuwait hosted the tournament in
1974 with the participation of the six teams of Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE, and Oman. The
teams were separated in two groups with Kuwait com-
ing up on top again.

The 1976 tournament saw the participation of
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, the UAE, Oman, and host
Qatar. Kuwait dominated the tournament, winning it for
the fourth time in a row.

In 1979, the Kuwaiti
dominance over the tour-
nament was broken with
Iraq winning the tourna-
ment it hosted. Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the
UAE, Oman, Bahrain, and
Iraq took part in the
competition. The UAE
hosted the sixth tourna-
ment in 1982 with the
participation of seven
countries. Kuwait came
back and retained the
title. Oman hosted the seventh tournament in 1984. The
Iraqis returned home as champions. In 1986, Kuwait
won the tournament, which was held in Bahrain. This

was the Kuwaiti team’s sixth title.
Saudi Arabia hosted the 1988 tournament. Iraq won

the title for the third time.
In 1990, Kuwait hosted the tournament and its team

was crowned champion
for the seventh time. Iraq
withdrew from the com-
petition. Qatar hosted
the 1992 Gulf Cup. The
11th edition of the tour-
nament, which was miss-
ing the Iraqi team, and
saw the host Qatar win
the tournament for the
very first time. The UAE
hosted the 1994 Gulf
Cup tournament with six
teams participating.

Saudi Arabia won the tournament for the first time since
the tournament kicked off. The 13th edition of the tour-
nament was held in Oman in 1996. Kuwait came back to

the winners’ podium, clinching its eighth title.
Bahrain hosted the tournament in 1998. Kuwait won

the title for the ninth time. 
In 2002, Saudi Arabia hosted the tournament and

won the title for the second time. Kuwait’s 2003 tourna-
ment saw Saudi Arabia continuing to dominate, winning
the trophy for the third time.

The 2004 tournament held in Qatar saw eight teams
partaking in the event. Qatar won the tournament for
second time in its history.

The UAE’s 18th edition of the championship in 2007
saw the host winning the title for the very first time.

Oman hosted the 19th incarnation of the tournament
and the host country won the title for the first time
since the tournament was held.

Yemen, the new team to be included in the tourna-
ment, hosted the 2010 Gulf Cup. Kuwait won the title
for the tenth time. Bahrain’s 2013 tournament saw the
UAE winning the title for the second time. In 2014,
Qatar snatched its third title in the tournament held in
Saudi Arabia. —KUNA

23rd Gulf Cup continues legacy of 
prestigious football competition

Gulf football tournament, birthplace of stars, talents
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Kuwait won the 
title for the 
tenth time

The Late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah receiving Kuwaiti national football team, winner of the Eighth
Gulf Cup tournament that was held in Bahrain in 1996.

HH the Amir, who was then Prime Minister, hands out the Cup to the
Saudi football team captain after winning the 16th Gulf Cup held in
Kuwait in 2004.

KUWAIT: The media centers of the Gulf
23 Football Tournament are ready to
provide up-to-date and timely coverage
of the grand sport event, said an official
yesterday. Head of the media committee
of the Gulf 23 Cup Mohammad Saleh
told KUNA that the media centers, cov-
ering the event from December 22 until
January 5, would be equipped with the
latest technological tools that will help
media personnel in their work.

From daily news bulletins, fast internet
and Wi-Fi, and other services, the media

centers are ready to give the television
audience a spectacular Gulf Cup experi-
ence, said Saleh. Some 2,700 local,
regional, and international media per-
sonnel will be covering the tournament,
indicated Saleh. Meanwhile, the Public
Authority for Youth (PAY) said yesterday
that it would provide all its expertize to
make the Gulf 23 Football tournament,
held under the auspices of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, a successufl event.

Speaking to KUNA, PAY’s Board of
Directors Spokesman Faisal Al-
Duwaihees said the authority is in fully
coordination with the Ministry of Youth
Affair and General Authority of Youth
Sports to support the Kuwaiti youth who
play an important role in the organiza-
tional aspects of the championship. 

The Gulf 23 Football tournament
includes Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Oman, Iraq, Yemen, Bahrain, and the
UAE competing for the title. — KUNA

Media centers 
ready for 
football
tourney: Official

KUWAIT: Jaber International Stadium
and Kuwait Sports Club arena are ready
to host the Gulf 23 Football Cup on
December 22 until January 5, said the
Municipality yesterday.

Speaking to the press, the head of the
Municipality Public Relations
Abdulmohsen Aba Al-Khayel said that
the tournament, held under the auspices
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, would be

held on schedule. Municipal teams will
be at the venues of the tournament to
provide any necessary assistance,
affirmed the official. — KUNA

KTV ready to provide up-to-date coverage.

Jaber, Kuwait 
club stadiums 
ready for Gulf 23

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

SPANISH LEAGUE
Eibar v Girona 21:30

beIN SPORTS HD 3

Deportivo Alaves v Malaga23:30

beIN SPORTS HD 

Saudi team

Omani team

UAE team Iraqi team

KUWAIT: The national football teams of Saudi
Arabia, Oman and the United Arab Emirates
arrived here on Tuesday to take part in the 23rd
edition of the biennial Gulf Football Tournament.

The teams of Bahrain, Qatar and Yemen will
arrive today, Secretary-General of Kuwait
Football Association Dr. Mohammad Khalil told
KUNA.  The stage is set for the event which will

take place between December 22 until January
5, he added, affirming that the technical and
administrative preparations are complete. —
KUNA

Football teams start arriving for Gulf Cup 23


