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Maple Leafs celebrate 100th 
‘versary by routing Hurricanes

Jets scores twice to earn 6-4 victory over Predators
MONTREAL: The Toronto Maple Leafs sure know
how to celebrate an anniversary. They matched their
season best in goals scored in an 8-1 home rout of the
Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday afternoon to mark the
100th anniversary of their first game. Mitch Marner and
Tyler Bozak each scored and added three assists as
Toronto defeated Carolina. James van Riemsdyk con-
tributed a goal and two assists for the Maple Leafs,
who ended a three-game losing streak. Leo Komarov,
Patrick Marleau, Kasperi Kapanen, William Nylander
and Connor Carrick also scored for Toronto and goal-
tender Frederik Andersen stopped 32 shots. Zach
Hyman had two assists. Jeff Skinner scored for the
Hurricanes, who had their three-game winning streak
stopped. Scott Darling made 25 saves for the
Hurricanes. Kevin Fiala, P.K. Subban and Yannick
Weber scored for the Predators.

JETS 6, PREDATORS 4
The Winnipeg Jets scored twice in the last 1:26 to

earn a 6-4 victory over
the Nashville Predators
on Tuesday, avenging a
November loss. Brandon
Tanev’s wrister from a
sharp angle on the left
wing beat Pekka Rinne
for the tiebreaking goal.
Blake Wheeler tacked on
an empty-netter at 19:58
as the Jets moved within
a point of Nashville and
idle St. Louis for first
place in the stacked
Central Division. Nikolaj Ehlers scored twice and Adam
Lowry and Patrik Laine once each for the Jets. Calle
Jarnkrok, 

PANTHERS 3, COYOTES 2
Mike Matheson finished off a three-goal Florida flur-

ry in less than six minutes, turning around a game that
Arizona was dominating. Nick Bjugstad scored with 10
seconds left in the second period to start the rally,
Denis Malgin tied it early in the third period and James
Reimer stopped 39 shots as the Panthers halted a
three-game skid and won for only the third time in 10
games. Christian Fischer scored late in the first period,

just after a power play ended, and Derek Stepan added
a goal late in the second to give the Coyotes a 2-0 lead.

CAPITALS 4, STARS 3 (OT)
Andre Burakovsky capped a three-point night with

his second goal at 1:51 of overtime as Washington
defeated Dallas. Brett Connolly, who also had an assist,
and Dmitry Orlov also scored for the Capitals. Jamie
Benn, Gemel Smith and Alexander Radulov tallied goals
for the Stars. 

BRUINS 3, SABRES 0
Anton Khudobin made 36 saves to lead Boston over

Buffalo. It was Khudobin’s first shutout of the season
and the sixth of his career. Jake DeBrusk, Tim Schaller
and David Backes scored for the Bruins.

RED WINGS 6, ISLANDERS 3
Trevor Daley scored the tiebreaking goal with 9:57

left in the third period as Detroit beat New York. Mike
Green, Luke Glendening, Martin Frk, Gustav Nyquist

and Anthony Mantha
also scored as the Red
Wings won their second
straight. Goalie Petr
Mrazek, making his first
start since Dec.  2,
recorded 34 saves.
Anders Lee, Ryan
Pulock and Josh Bailey
scored for the Islanders,
who lost hours after
Newsday reported the
franchise’s owners won a
bid to build a new arena

in Nassau County, where the club was based from its
inception in 1972 until moving to Brooklyn in 2015.
Goalie Thomas Greiss made 16 saves.

RANGERS 4, DUCKS 1
Paul Carey scored twice-doubling his season goal

total- as New York defeated Anaheim at Madison
Square Garden. Henrik Lundqvist stopped 39 of 40
shots for the Rangers, who also got goals from Kevin
Hayes and Michael Grabner. David Desharnais and
Nick Holden each had two assists. Ondrej Kase had the
goal for the Ducks and John Gibson made 28 saves in
defeat.

WILD 6, SENATORS 4
Minnesota scored five unanswered goals in a come-

from-behind win over Ottawa. Eric Staal led the Wild
with two goals, while Nate Prosser, Jonas Brodin, Chris
Stewart and Miko Koivu had the others. Erik Karlsson
scored twice for the Senators, and Jean-Gabriel Pageau
and Derick Brassard each added a goal. Alex Stalock
made 28 saves for the Wild, while Craig Anderson
stopped 33 shots in the Senators’ net.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, LIGHTNING 3
Shea Theodore’s power-play goal with 2.3 seconds

remaining lifted Vegas over Tampa Bay. It was just the
second goal of the season for Theodore, who also had
three assists. James Neal, Jonathan Marchessault and
Erik Haula also scored goals and David Perron added
three assists for the Golden Knights, who won for the

seventh time in eight games and moved into a first-
place tie in the Pacific Division with the Los Angeles
Kings. Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 35 shots to pick up
the win in net. Victor Hedman, Steven Stamkos and
Vladislav Namestnikov scored goals and NHL leading
scorer Nikita Kucherov added two assists for the
Lightning, who had a seven-game winning streak
snapped. Goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy had 32 saves.

CANADIENS 7, CANUCKS 5
Nicolas Deslauriers scored two goals and Jeff Petry

had a goal and an assist as Montreal beat Vancouver.
Daniel Carr, Paul Byron, Alex Galchenyuk and Phillip
Danault supplied the Canadiens’ other goals. Thomas
Vanek led the Canucks with three goals and one assist,
while Daniel Sedin and Brock Boeser each had a goal
and an assist. — Reuters

TORONTO: Mitchell Marner #16 of the Toronto Maple Leafs sets up a play against the Carolina Hurricanes during
an NHL game at the Air Canada Centre on Tuesday. — AFP
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CAPE TOWN: Zimbabwe coach Heath
Streak is unsure if four-day matches are the
future of Test cricket, but says they will
help to level the playing field between the
so-called bigger nations and the minnows.

South Africa host Zimbabwe in the first
official four-day Test at St George’s Park in
Port Elizabeth on Boxing Day, a fixture that
will also be played as a day-night game.
There will be 98 overs in a day, eight more
than in five-day matches, and the follow-on
target has been reduced from 200 to 150.

Streak believes the playing conditions
will force teams to take more risks to engi-
neer a result, playing into the hands of the
underdogs. “In terms of higher and lower
ranked (teams), it is much harder to bat a
team out (of the game) because in doing so
you might make it harder to win the test,”

Streak told reporters. “It is a challenge,
though the 98 overs in a day does make it a
four-and-a-half day test. It will be interest-
ing and exciting to be part of, hopefully it is
something that does work out for the future
of test cricket.” It is a point backed up by
Zimbabwe captain Graeme Cremer, who
feels his side will be in with a better chance
of winning tests as it will force opponents
to be more daring.

“When the two teams aren’t ranked that
close together, the game will move that
much quicker, it will be good to watch,” he
said. “What a lot of the so-called bigger
teams do (in five-day matches) is bat the
other team right out of the game because
they know they have the bowlers to bowl
them out twice. “So now what I think the
bigger teams will do is probably try and
score a bit quicker, and give the lesser team
a lot more opportunity to get wickets.” The
four-day format has not been met with the
same enthusiasm by South Africa captain
Faf du Plessis. “I believe some of the great
test matches have gone to the last over on
day five and that is what is so special about
five-day cricket,” he told reporters recently.
“Four-day or first-class cricket does feel a
bit easier, whereas for five days bowlers
have to bowl a lot more and batters have to
construct much bigger innings.” — Reuters

COLOMBO: Chandika Hathurusingha said
yesterday he scents opportunity as the
new head coach of Sri Lanka despite a
string of humiliating defeats. “It will not be
pressure but an opportunity,” the 49-year-
old former Test batsman told reporters
after being named to the post on
December 8.

“I am proud to take this opportunity to
coach my own country to maximise the
potential that we see from outside.”
Hathurusingha also said he would stream-
line the selection process which he
believed could revive the sagging fortunes
of the team.

Sri Lanka this year have turned in their
worst performance since 1987. Out of a
total of 29 ODIs they won only five while
losing 23. In Tests, they lost eight matches
including a 3-0 pasting at home at the
hands of world number one India.

During their continuing tour of India, Sri
Lanka lost a three-match Test series 1-0
and the subsequent one-dayers 2-1.
Yesterday they played the first of a three-
match Twenty20 series with India. They
travel next to Bangladesh for a tri-series

also involving Zimbabwe, followed by a
two-Test rubber with the hosts.

Hathurusingha resigned as Bangladesh’s
coach in October after guiding the national
team through their most successful period
in his three years in charge, masterminding
Test wins over England and Australia.

His contract with the Bangladesh
Cricket Board was due to run until World
Cup 2019 and made him one of the
world’s highest-paid cricket coaches on
$40,000 a month. The Sri Lanka post had
been vacant since South African Graham
Ford quit in June. Nic Pothas, the fielding
coach, was asked to fill the position in the
interim. — AFP

WHANGAREI: New Zealand cruised to
a five-wicket win over the West Indies in
the first one-day international in
Whangarei yesterday.

The tourists reached 248-9 after los-
ing the toss and being sent in to bat, a
target the Black Caps overhauled with
four overs remaining.  Opening batsmen
George Worker and Colin Munro laid
the foundation for the hosts’ chase with a
108-run partnership.

New Zealand paceman Doug
Bracewell was named man of the match
after taking four for 55 with the ball,

while spinner Todd Astle took three for
33 on debut.  The tourists struggled from
the start of their innings, with dangerman
Chris Gayle failing to fire and managing
just 22.

Fellow opener Evin Lewis was the
pick of the West Indies batsmen with a
classy 76, while Rovman Powell staged a
stirring rearguard action to score 59 off
50 balls. However, New Zealand always
looked comfortable pursuing the rela-
tively modest total.

The loss leaves the West Indies yet to
register a win on their New Zealand tour
after a 2-0 whitewash in the Test series.
They have not won an ODI series in
New Zealand since 1995, and are in a
form slump that has seen them win only
three of 17 ODIs contested in 2017.  The
next fixture in the three-match ODI
series is in Christchurch on Saturday. 

New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson and paceman Tim Southee
will be rested for the second and third
ODIs. — AFP
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WHANGAREI: Ross Taylor (R) of New Zealand bats watched by West Indies
Shai Hope (L) during the first ODI cricket match between New Zealand and the
West Indies at Cobham Oval in Whangarei yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

West Indies
C. Gayle c Latham b Bracewell 22
E. Lewis lbw b Astle 76
S. Hope c Latham b Bracewell 0
S. Hetmyer c Ferguson b Astle 29
J. Mohammed b Ferguson 9 
J. Holder c Taylor b Bracewell 8
R. Powell c Williamson b Bracewell 59
A. Nurse lbw b Astle 2
R. Beaton c Latham b Ferguson 3
K. Williams not out 16
S. Gabriel not out 0
Extras (lb6, w18) 24
Total (9 wickets, 50 overs) 248
Fall of wickets: 1-40 (Gayle), 2-41 (Hope), 3-103 (Hetmyer), 4-117
(Mohammed), 5-134 (Holder), 6-177 (Lewis), 7-182 (Nurse), 8-201
(Beaton), 9-246 (Powell) 
Bowling: Southee 10-2-49-0 (3w), Boult 10-2-48-0 (4w), Ferguson
10-0-49-2 (3w), Bracewell 8-0-55-4 (1w), Astle 10-1-33-3 (1w),
Munro 2-0-8-0.
New Zealand (target 249)
G. Worker b Nurse 57
C. Munro c Nurse b Williams 49
K. Williamson b Holder 38
R. Taylor not out 49
T. Latham lbw b Nurse 17
H. Nicholls c Hope b Holder 17
T. Astle not out 15
Extras (lb2, w5) 7
Total (5 wickets, 46.0 overs) 249
Fall of wickets: 1-108 (Munro), 2-118 (Worker), 3-175 (Williamson),
4-201 (Latham), 5-230 (Nicholls)
Did not bat: Doug Bracewell, Tim Southee, Lockie Ferguson, Trent
Boult.
Bowling: Gabriel 10-0-57-0 (1w), Beaton 9-1-42-0 (2w), Holder 9-
1-52-2, Williams 5-0-18-1, Nurse 10-0-55-2 (1w), Mohammed 2-0-
13-0, Powell 1-0-10-0 (1w).
Result: New Zealand won by 5 wickets
Series: New Zealand lead the three-match series 1-0
Man of the match: Doug Bracewell

WHANGAREI, New Zealand: Final scoreboard of the first one-day
international between New Zealand and the West Indies in
Whangarei yesterday.

New Zealand
beat Windies
by five wickets
in first ODI

LONDON: Batsman Ben Duckett has been
left out of the England Lions squad to tour
the West Indies after pouring a drink over
James Anderson in a Perth bar. Batsman
Duckett, 23, had already been fined and sus-
pended from Lions’ matches on the Australia

tour after the late-night incident ahead of
the third Test which infuriated the team’s
management.

“Ben Duckett has not been selected as a
result of the off-field incident which led to his
suspension and fine in Australia,” said an
England and Wales Cricket Board spokesman.
The Northamptonshire batsman, who has
played four Test and three one-day interna-
tionals for England, has already received a
reported £1,500 ($2,000) fine and final writ-
ten warning over his conduct.

The incident, the latest in a string of alco-
hol-related antics to generate headlines dur-
ing England’s Ashes tour, took place as play-
ers from the senior and development squads
socialised together in Avenue bar in Perth on

December 7.  It followed Ben Stokes’ arrest
and omission from the Ashes squad after a
fight outside a Bristol bar in September, and
Jonny Bairstow’s “headbutt” greeting to
Australia batsman Cameron Bancroft in the
same Perth bar on the first night of the tour.

The spotlight on the off-field antics of the
England team, who trail 3-0 in the five-match
Ashes series, led to them being labelled
“tourists masquerading as cricketers” by the
Australian press. England coach Trevor
Bayliss described Duckett’s incident as “triv-
ial” but “not acceptable”.

The Lions development side will play three
four-day matches and three one-day games
against West Indies A in Jamaica and Antigua
in February and March. — AFP

Duckett to miss 
England Lions
tour after bar
incident

Chandika Hathurusingha


