
LONDON: The International Paralympic Committee
(IPC) said yesterday it was maintaining its suspension
of the Russian Paralympic Committee but had yet to
make a final decision on whether its athletes could
compete at the 2018 Winter Games in South Korea. 

In a strongly worded statement, the IPC accused the
Russian Ministry of Sport of being “evasive and
unhelpful” and said there was “a very strong likelihood”
that the suspension will remain in place beyond the
Games start date next March.  

But the IPC has kept in place an interim measure for
Russian athletes to compete as neutrals in qualification
events across four winter sports: alpine skiing, biathlon,
cross-country skiing and snowboard.

A final decision on whether Russian athletes can
compete at the Games in
Pyeongchang will be
made in late January, little
more than a month before
they open on March 9.
The IPC imposed a blan-
ket ban on Russia for the
Rio Paralympics last year
after revelations of a sys-
tematic doping culture in
the country-a tougher
stance than that taken by
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) which
elected not to ban Russia
from the Summer Games in Brazil. “Although the IPC
Governing Board continues to be impressed at the level
of co-operation and progress made so far by the RPC,

it is united in its decision to maintain the suspension as
the reinstatement criteria have not yet been met in full,”
new IPC president Andrew Parsons said yesterday.

Last September the taskforce highlighted that seven
key measures still needed to be met before it was able
to recommend the reinstatement of the RPC. Yesterday
it said five areas of concern remained.

“The RPC is making headway with the IPC on three
of the five remaining reinstatement criteria, however
sadly, and much to our growing disappointment and
frustration, there is a lack of progress regarding an offi-
cial response from the Russian authorities specifically
and adequately addressing the McLaren findings and
evidence,” Parsons said. A report for the World Anti-
Doping Agency by lawyer Richard McLaren in 2016

found more than 1,000
Russian competitors in
over 30 sports had been
involved in a conspiracy
to conceal positive drug
tests over a five-year
period.

‘EVASIVE APPROACH’
“Added to this is the

complete lack of infor-
mation provided to us by
the Russian Ministry of
Sport regarding its own
investigations into the

matter, despite several requests from the IPC
Taskforce,” said Parsons.  “There is now a very strong
likelihood that this unhelpful and evasive approach will

lead to the RPC not meeting the reinstatement criteria
in time for the PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Winter
Games.” Russia said it was “disappointed” by the deci-
sion. “We are disappointed that the suspension
imposed on the Russian Paralympic Committee (RPC)
was left in force,” the TASS news agency cited Russian
Sports Minister Pavel Kolobkov as saying. 

“The RPC made good on all its obligations. And I
consider it unjustified that the IPC stipulated lifting the
suspension by the work of the investigation and the
recognition of the McLaren findings.”

“The positive moment is that all the athletes who
qualified continue to take part in events,” Kolobkov
added. “The IPC has put off its decision, but it will be
taken in January. In our opinion, this is a purely techni-
cal decision. It is clear that the RPC will discuss with us
all issues regarding its participation (in the Olympics).”

The IOC recently issued a ban on Russia for the
Winter Olympics, which take place in South Korea from
Feb. 9-25, although it will allow “innocent” athletes who
can prove they do not have a doping history to com-
pete as neutrals. — Reuters
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MOSCOW: File photo shows President of the Russian Olympic Committee, Alexander Zhukov (6thR) and
officials prepare to start a meeting in Moscow on December 12, 2017 on deciding how to respond to IOC
ban on Russia participating in Winter Games. — AFP

SYDNEY: Leading Sydney to Hobart yacht race con-
tender Wild Oats XI has been struck by lightning in a
big blow to its chances ahead of the gruelling blue-
water classic, it was revealed yesterday.  The super-
maxi, an eight-time winner which was forced to retire
from last year’s race over a hydraulics issue, was in
Sydney when a bolt of lightning hit the top of its 45-
metre (147-feet) high carbon fibre mast.  Race organ-
isers said a large number of electronic instruments
were destroyed, all of which are vital if it is to main-
tain maximum speed and stay on course.

The boat will be put through its paces yesterday
to see if any of the carbon fibre rigging was damaged.
“It’s a major blow for us on the eve of the big race,”
said Wild Oats owner Sandy Oatley. 

“However, I’m sure our great team will have every-
thing ready for the start on Boxing Day. There is no
stopping them.” Another line honours favourite,
Comanche, was docked alongside Wild Oats when the
storm struck on Sunday, but escaped any damage.
The fleet for the 73rd edition of the often brutal 628-
nautical mile (1,163-kilometre) race across the Tasman
Sea will leave Sydney on December 26.  Australian
supermaxi Perpetual Loyal, a long-time rival to Wild
Oats, smashed the record last year, arriving at
Hobart’s Constitution Dock in 1 day 13hr 31min 20sec.

In a gesture to ensure Wild Oats can start, fellow
supermaxi Black Jack has offered some of its own
equipment from its warehouse in Brisbane.  “That’s
the spirit that exists in this level of ocean racing,” said
Oatley.  “We might be arch rivals on the race course,
but we’re all supportive of each other when neces-
sary.” Wild Oats’ skipper Mark Richards said he was
hopeful the yacht will be ready. “I’d like to think that
this is the third strike when it comes to bad luck for
Wild Oats XI in the Hobart race,” he said.

“Two years ago the mainsail shredded in a storm;
last year the canting keel hydraulic system keel failed,
and now we’ve been hit from the heavens.” There are
103 entries this year for one of the world’s most chal-
lenging races, including 28 from overseas.— AFP
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BANGALORE: She is a five-time world champion,
mother of three and member of parliament, but Indian
boxer Mary Kom believes that at 35 there is plenty
more glory in the ring to come.

Dubbed “Magnificent Mary” for a glittering career
that has already inspired a Bollywood biopic, veteran
Kom last month defied critics who wrote her off by
winning a record fifth Asian women’s championships
title in Vietnam.

Driven on by the legacy of three-time world heavy-
weight champion Muhammad Ali, she has now set her
sights on the Commonwealth Games in April, and even
the Tokyo Olympics in 2020 where she hopes to
improve on the bronze medal she won in London.

“I am really inspired by Muhammad Ali, who was a
legend across the world.  He is my mentor and my only
inspiration (is) his achievements,” she told AFP. “And he
was such a great boxer-that is why I am still able to do
this.” The Asian title in November was her first gold at
international level since winning the Asian Games in
2014.  But Kom has long rejected the doubts of those
who have highlighted her age and questioned her abili-
ty to combine boxing with being a mother and an MP in
India’s upper house. “I am still fit. Some people talk
about the X-factor and say ‘she cannot perform’. That

is always the mindset.
“So I say there is no X-factor ... I have more experi-

ence and I am getting better and better,” added Kom.
In her bid for gold, she has dropped back down to the
48kg category she fought in when she first grabbed
headlines at the 2001 world championships. 

“The Games will soon be here,” she said referring to
the Commonwealth event in Australia’s Gold Coast. “I
am trying my best to improve day-by-day.” Kom said
the Indian government and much-criticised Boxing
Federation of India (BFI) were providing “good facili-
ties” so she has no excuses for not being ready.

EARLY STRUGGLE 
It is a far cry from recent years. Infighting in the

Indian federation led to Kom failing to make the 2016
Rio Olympics. No Indian boxers took part in qualifying.
“It was very unfortunate because the reason was there
was no federation, they were fighting each other to hold
power, be president,” said Kom.

But businessman Ajay Singh’s election as BFI presi-
dent last year has ended the turmoil. Like her hero Ali,
Kom had her own struggles growing up, with her rise
from an impoverished family in the remote northeastern
state of Manipur being made into a 2014 Bollywood
movie starring Priyanka Chopra.

“In the beginning it was difficult to get my own
gloves, it was difficult to even buy one glove and my
family did not support me in the beginning,” Kom said.
“They were worried that if I got injured, who will take
the responsibility?  “Everything moves with money
only. If we want something to eat or to buy clothes or
do anything, without money you can’t do anything,” she
said with a laugh.  Blessed with three sons, Kom is now

happy juggling roles as a mother, lawmaker and gym
owner. But she insists that boxing remains her top pri-
ority. “That is obviously very difficult. People might also
say how can she maintain all these things? How can she
keep performing? It is a question of will and mindset,”
she said. “Whether I am going to a parliament session
or programme or my own personal programme, that is
secondary. The first priority is training, the rest comes
second and that is why I am still performing.” — AFP
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MELBOURNE: Nick Kyrgios has sacrificed his love of
basketball for more time in the gym to get fit for the
Australian Open but sees no immediate need for the extra
discipline of a full-time coach.

The 22-year-old Australian worked with Frenchman
Sebastian Grosjean on a part-time basis this year but has
yet to find a candidate with his “best interests” at heart, he
told reporters in Brisbane yesterday.

“I haven’t got a coach and I think I’m just going to go
about my thing the same way that I did this year,” he said.
“I’ve pretty much done it all alone the last three years to
get to a career high of 13.

“To bring someone on, it’s tough to know whether
they’re just doing it for the sake of getting a bit of cash or
rather have best interests at heart. “I’m not looking for
someone who has a big name or anything, it’s more trying

to find someone who has my best interests and I can con-
fide in.

“So far I haven’t really met anyone that meets those
requirements. I don’t think I’m ready for a full-time coach
just yet either.” The mercurial talent’s world ranking has
slipped to 21 after a season blighted by problems with his
hip but said he was doing everything in his power to be in
prime shape for Melbourne Park in January.

That has extended to less time playing his beloved bas-
ketball, which he blamed for causing a knee injury in the
leadup to the 2017 tournament where he crashed out in
the second round.

“I was playing a lot (of basketball) through the off-sea-
son but I know it’s not great on my body,” said Kyrgios.
“Especially training for tennis and playing that, it’s not the
smartest. But you know, I’ll live.”

Kyrgios will warm up for the year’s first grand slam at
the Brisbane International before heading to Melbourne to
play in Tie Break Tens with Novak Djokovic, an exhibition
of 10-point tiebreak matches.

“I feel like I’ve taken care of my body a bit more than
last year,” said Kyrgios. “Last year I wasn’t doing anything,
I was kind of playing too much basketball. “I had so many
niggles going into the Australian Open. I feel like I’ve done
everything I can. I’ve still got a lot of time to kind of find
my feet.” — Reuters
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SYDNEY: Former world number one Novak Djokovic will
warm-up for a tilt at a record seventh Australian Open
crown by playing in an innovative quickfire event at the
Melbourne venue. Djokovic, who has been sidelined since
July with a right elbow injury, is making his long-awaited
return to the game at an exhibition tournament in Abu
Dhabi from December 28-30. The Serbian world number 12
and volatile Australian Nick Kyrgios will headline the eight-
man Tie Break Tens tournament at Margaret Court Arena
at Melbourne Park on January 10. 

Each match will last for one tiebreak, with the first player
to 10 points winning. The entire tournament will be complet-
ed on the night, and the winner will pocket US$250,000. The
Australian debut of the novel format comes after three previ-
ous events in London, Vienna and Madrid. Kyrgios, who
brought an early end to his season in October because of a
long-standing hip injury, said the tournament “really suits my
game style”. “I am looking forward to having some fun with
it and I reckon the crowds will really get into it,” he added.
The Australian Open’s tournament director Craig Tiley said
he was “absolutely thrilled” the format would feature in
Melbourne, adding that it was “fast, its flashy and heaps of
fun for everyone”. The Australian Open begins at Melbourne
Park on January 15. —AFP

LONDON: West Bromwich Albion winger Nacer Chadli
and defender Craig Dawson could return from their
respective injuries for Saturday’s Premier League clash
against Stoke City, manager Alan Pardew has said.

Chadli, 28, and Dawson, 27, last played for West Brom
in October before picking up muscle and knee injuries
respectively to rule them out of the club’s last nine league
games but are likely to make the bench at the bet365 sta-
dium.

West Brom are winless in their last 16 league games
and are second-bottom in the table, two points and places
behind 17th-placed Stoke. “Next weekend’s game is very
important and fortunately for me this week Chadli will
train, Dawson will train,” Pardew was quoted as saying by
the Express and Star. “Chris Brunt and Gareth Barry are
back so that will boost my hand.

“I’m a little in the dark on a lot of players. Nacer Chadli
and James Morrison have not played for me but obviously
I know them well. “Some of the others have not had an
appearance in the first team. I’ve looked at the players as
best I can. I’ve worked with the players that haven’t start-
ed to understand what we have.”

Midfielder Matt Phillips, who sustained a hamstring
injury last month, could also return for Saturday’s fixture.
West Brom were beaten by Manchester United 2-1 last
Sunday, but Pardew believes his team’s continued ambi-
tious performances along with the return of key players
will boost the Hawthorns outfit.

“We have to play like we played in the second half
(against United), like we played at Liverpool and like we
played in the first half at Swansea and against Crystal
Palace - with a bit more conviction in what we’re doing
and ambition.

“You can’t win games unless you have ambition and it
was only really when Gareth Barry and Brunty came on
that we looked to me like we had the ambition to go and
get something.”— Reuters
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