
Thursday, December 21, 2017N e w s

Established 1961 11

Continued from Page 1

The UAE’s top diplomat shared the tweet by the user
called “Ali Al-Iraqi” and presenting himself as an Iraqi
dentist living in Germany. “Ali Al-Iraqi” said the former
Madinah governor “committed a crime against the peo-
ple of Madinah by stealing their money, kidnapping
them and putting them on trains that took them to Syria
and Istanbul”.  The user added: “Those are the ances-
tors of Erdogan and this is the history that they have
with Arab Muslims.”

Erdogan told the minister to “know your place” as
he railed against the Twitter user’s claims. “Now you
see unfortunately those near (Madinah) unashamedly,
relentlessly are making slanderous claims. First, know
your place! It means you do not know this country, you

do not know Erdogan, you do not know about
Erdogan’s ancestors,” he thundered. Fahreddin Pasha
was governor during the siege of Madinah (1916-1919).
“When Fahreddin Pasha was protecting Madinah, hey
you wretched slandering us, where were your ances-
tors?” Erdogan retorted during a speech in Ankara. 

Erdogan’s spokesman, Ibrahim Kalin, said on
Tuesday the tweet was a “propaganda lie” and the gov-
ernor had “bravely defended” Madinah against the
“British plans”. Relations between the UAE and Turkey
are filled with distrust as Ankara supports Qatar in a
six-month crisis with its Gulf neighbors including the
UAE, as well as political groups stemming from the
Muslim Brotherhood movement. The UAE outlawed the
Muslim Brotherhood as a “terror” group in 2014.

Since June 5, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and
Egypt have cut all ties with Qatar, accusing the emi-
rate of supporting Islamist extremists and of being too
close to Shiite Iran, Riyadh’s archrival. Turkish pro-
government newspapers also routinely allude to UAE
involvement in last year’s attempted coup against
Erdogan. — AFP 
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an investigation. He based his arguments on a report
by Al-Rai newspaper which cited an article in the
French Marianne magazine which said that a middleman
had demanded €60 million from Airbus in commission.

Meanwhile, MPs yesterday voiced their pride over
the government’s stance toward the recent US move on
Jerusalem. They praised HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s reiteration of Kuwait’s his-
torical stance during the Islamic summit held in Istanbul
last week. The Assembly yesterday resumed discussions
on US President Donald Trump’s decision on Dec 6 rec-
ognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and giving orders
to begin preparations to move the US embassy from Tel
Aviv to the holy city.

Following the discussions, the parliament approved a
host of recommendations on Jerusalem, which
expressed the Kuwaiti people’s stance toward the issue
and stressed the fact that Jerusalem is the “eternal capi-
tal of Palestine”. The MPs recommended speeding up
steps for the formation of a parliamentary committee to
support the Palestinians and other afflicted people. They
also called upon the government, through embassies
and representation offices, to continue denunciation and
opposition of the US decision.

In addition, the government has been urged to begin
executive procedures to realize a full recognition of the
state of Palestine, which must have full representation in
all the international organizations. The MPs affirmed that
Jerusalem is a pivotal and major UN, Arab and Muslim
issue. Denouncing the US decision, they said that Kuwait
has been embracing the Palestinian struggle and will
continue support of the cause. The legislators lauded
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem’s
efforts and adoption of the Jerusalem issue.

Also during yesterday’s session, MPs debated the
issue of national reconciliation and called for establish-
ing a government agency for crises and catastrophes.
The Assembly unanimously called for issuing legislation
for emergencies, and for forming a temporary commit-
tee to follow up with the government’s preparations for
crises.

The lawmakers called on the government to prepare
a full formula for reconciliation and for the Assembly to
work out and pass legislation for national reconciliation.
They also recommended to establish a media outlet to
focus and work for consolidating national unity.

The debate was called by opposition MPs to debate
the need for national reconciliation after three MPs
were handed jail terms along with over 60 opposition
activists for storming the Assembly. MP Ali Al-Deqbasi
called for the “need to open a new page and overcome
all our crises and disputes”. He called on the interior
minister to crack down on all those who undermine
national unity. He also called for a pardon for the jailed
activists and said that Kuwait is passing through
extraordinary conditions and all must unite.

MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri said the Kuwaiti people are
solidly behind the ruling family and accused certain
quarters of trying to creating a dispute between the
people and the ruling family. MP Mohammad Al-Dallal
questioned what has been done to face the dangers like
the ones seen in Qatar, in a reference to its blockade. He
said national reconciliation has become a necessity
because “some people are still living in the past”.

MP Khaled Al-Otaibi said that there was no criminal
intent among those who entered the Assembly build-
ing. He hoped that the court of cassation will correct
the jail terms against the activists and called for an
amnesty for them.

Speaking from the seat of MP Jamaan Al-Harbash,
who is in jail, MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said for the
national reconciliation to happen, members of the ruling
family must end their quarrels and the government must
reconcile with the law and stop sending political
activists to jail. MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei stressed on the
need for reconciliation and warned that the infighting is
destructive for Kuwait.
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KAFR BATNA, Syria: The heartrending photograph of a
Syrian baby who lost an eye in an air strike has set off a viral
social media campaign, with users sharing pictures of them-
selves covering one eye. The shot depicts 40-day-old Karim
Abdallah, wrapped in a puffy red jacket, with crescent-
shaped scarring where his left eye should be and a dark red
welt on his forehead. An Oct 29 government air strike on a
rebel bastion near Damascus severely wounded Karim and
killed his mother, according to relatives and the doctor who
treated him - and kicked off a worldwide support campaign.

Users are taking pictures of themselves covering one of
their eyes and sharing them on Twitter and Facebook with the
hashtag #SolidarityWithKarim. The campaign even reached
the United Nations, where British ambassador Matthew
Rycroft tweeted a photograph of himself at the Security
Council, his right hand over his eye. “When we sit around the
UNSC & warn that inaction will mean more people are going
to die. More schools bombed. More children scarred. This is
what we mean,” he wrote. “We must see an end to the bom-
bardment & siege of Eastern Ghouta.”

Government forces have besieged the rebel-held Eastern
Ghouta region since 2013, restricting access to food and
medicines for some 400,000 residents. Eastern Ghouta is
one of four “de-escalation” zones agreed in May in a bid to
reduce fighting in some parts of the war-ravaged country, but
the regime has ramped up bombing since mid-November. 

Photographs in solidarity with Karim have been posted by
other Syrian children, journalists, activists and members of the
White Helmets rescue service, which operates in rebel-con-
trolled areas. Government ministers in Turkey, a supporter of
the rebels, also took up the cause. “Even if the world remains
silent, and nobody hears the screams from Syria, we will be
the voice, eye and ear” of baby Karim, tweeted Culture and
Tourism Minister Numan Kurtulmus.

The campaign was launched by Amer Almohibany, a free-
lance photographer in Eastern Ghouta and occasional AFP
contributor. “I visited the baby, and he made his mark on me
even before taking his picture. It haunted me,” said
Almohibany, 28. In mid-December, he published a photo-
graph he took of Karim, before taking a picture of himself
with his hand over his eye. “The goal of the campaign is to...
bring to the world the voice of this baby, who lost his eye and
his mother,” he said.

Almohibany was first inspired by Ghouta-based activist
Qusay Noor, who posted an image in which he photo-
shopped his own eye out. But he also drew inspiration from a
similar campaign in support of five-year-old Buthaina
Mansur, a Yemeni girl whose parents and five siblings were
killed in a Saudi-led strike on Sanaa in August. 

‘Assassinating childhood’ 
More than 340,000 people have been killed and half the

country’s population displaced since Syria’s conflict broke
out in 2011. The raid that wounded Karim and killed his
mother hit a market in Hammuriya, a town in Eastern
Ghouta, on Oct 29. The damage to his frontal lobe and left
eye would likely leave him suffering long-term effects, said
the brain surgeon who treated him and who identified him-
self as Abu Jamil. “The frontal lobe plays an essential role in
a human being’s comprehension, intelligence, and memory,”
said the 50-year-old doctor.

“It’s treatable with behavioral and cognitive therapy...
and cosmetic surgery, but not in Ghouta. If he could leave
Syria, it would be different,” said Abu Jamil. Over the years,
several Syrian children have become powerful symbols of
the civilian suffering brought on by the war.  Other iconic
images have featured toddler Omran, who was pho-
tographed bloodied in an ambulance in second city Aleppo
in 2016, and Aylan Kurdi, whose body washed up on a
Turkish shore after his family tried to reach Europe by boat. 

Karim’s father, who preferred not to give his real name,
said the boy’s “aunt was taking care of him and is following
up with his treatment in a hospital in Hammuriya.” Eastern
Ghouta activists have mobilised quickly to raise awareness
of the humanitarian crisis in the region. “We wanted to draw
the world’s attention to the crimes committed by the Syrian
regime against residents of besieged Eastern Ghouta,” said
24-year-old photographer Firas Al-Abdallah. “It’s assassi-
nating childhood.” — AFP 

Blinded in one eye, Syrian baby
becomes symbol of govt siege

This combination of pictures created on Tuesday shows Syrians covering one eye with their hands in the rebel-held town
of Douma in Syria’s besieged eastern Ghouta region, as part of a campaign in solidarity with the baby boy Karim. — AFP

A picture taken on Dec 4, 2017 shows Syrian baby Karim
Abdallah being held by his brother in the rebel-held town of
Beit Sawa in the eastern Ghouta region. — AFP 


