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LONDON: Back from Brussels with a hard-fought Brexit
deal, Prime Minister Theresa May wrote an open letter to the
three million citizens of other European Union states living in
Britain. “I know our country would be poorer if you left and I
want you to stay,” she wrote after striking the initial agree-
ment, which promises to secure their British residency rights
after Brexit and allows the negotiations to move onto trade
relations. But for some EU nationals - who have endured
uncertainty over their rights since the Brexit vote in June 2016,
not to mention an unpleasant feeling that many Britons do not
want them around - May’s Dec 8 deal is too little, too late.

It’s too late to keep
German nurse Daniela Jones
in the chronically short-
staffed National Health
Service (NHS), where she
worked for 35 years. It’s too
late for French psychothera-
pist Baya Salmon-Hawk, who
after 40 years in Britain has
moved to Ireland to remain
in the EU. It’s too late for
French accountant Nathalie
Duran, who is planning early
retirement in France because
after 31 years as a taxpayer
in Britain she objects to being told she has to pay a fee and fill
in forms to be granted a new “settled status”.

“I will have to regretfully decline your generous offer for
settled status and oblige your lovely countrymen’s wishes and
go home,” she wrote on Facebook in a response to May laden
with irony. Duran said that the prime minister’s “late outpour-
ing of love” for EU citizens, after years of tough talk on the
need to cut immigration, could not mask negative attitudes
towards immigrants unleashed by the Brexit vote. “I think it’s
turning ugly,” said 56-year-old Duran. “It’s now OK to say ‘go
home foreigners’.”

EU citizens, particularly those from the poorer eastern
member states such as Poland and Romania, have complained
of increasing hostility from some Britons. They find themselves
accused of stealing jobs from Britons and driving down wages,

even though unemployment is at a four-decade low, or of
overburdening health services as patients, even though many
help to provide them by working for the NHS. Official figures
show hate crimes in Britain surged by the highest amount on
record last year, with the Brexit vote a significant factor.

The impact of Brexit on EU citizens in Britain is a serious
concern for sectors of the economy that rely heavily on
European workers, such as hospitality, construction, agricul-
ture, care for the elderly and the cherished NHS. Britain won’t
leave the bloc until March 2019, but many EU nationals are
already voting with their feet. In the 12 months following the ref-

erendum, 123,000 of them
left Britain, a 29 percent
year-on-year increase.
They were still outnum-
bered by the 230,000 EU
citizens who arrived to live
in Britain in the same peri-
od, although that figure was
down 19 percent on the
previous year. 

‘British job for 
British worker’

Not everyone is making
plans to go: 28,500 EU

citizens applied for British citizenship in the 12 months after
the referendum, an 80 percent year-on-year jump. With per-
sonal and professional roots often running deep, many more
have applied for permanent residence documents. UK citizen-
ship would be an option for nurse Jones, 61, who moved to
England from Munich just before her 18th birthday. That was
in 1974, the year after Britain joined what is now the EU.

Today she has a grown-up British son and a British hus-
band. But as a point of principle she cannot see why she
should apply for something she never needed in the past.
“Despite my enormous love for Britain, I do not feel that I am
British,” was how she put it in a letter to Ruth Deech, a pro-
Brexit member of parliament’s House of Lords, sent in
February to lobby her on the EU citizens’ rights issue. In a
one-line response to the long, impassioned letter, which made

clear Jones had worked for 35 years in the state NHS, Deech
said she should have applied for UK citizenship.

Jones replied it had never been necessary and explained
that she was already a dual German and US national through
her German mother and her American father, a serviceman in
the US army who was posted to Germany in the 1950s. Deech
sent another one-liner: “You sought US citizenship - presum-
ably you could have shown the same commitment to this
country.” Jones was dismayed by that response, which in her
eyes lacked understanding and respect. She began to think
she needed to look after her own interests better.

A few months later, she quit her NHS job at a doctors’ office
in Yateley, a small town southwest of London. She is now re-
training as a foot and ear care specialist and plans to work pri-
vately. “I still like looking after people but I want to do it on my
own terms,” she told Reuters. “It’s time to get out. Work for
myself, start a little business.” Jones wrote to Deech again, say-
ing: “I have now freed up a British job for a British worker.” This
time she got no response. Deech declined an interview request
from Reuters, but said in an emailed response to questions that
obtaining a British passport “might be a good idea for any EU
citizen who is (probably needlessly) concerned”.—Reuters

Too late, Theresa-Brexit’s offer 
to EU citizens leaves many cold

Number of EU citizens leaving UK up

News in brief

Bikers gang banned
THE HAGUE: Dutch judges yesterday banned the violent
bikers gang the Bandidos and ordered all its chapters to
close down, saying it posed a public threat. “The
Bandidos characterize themselves as lawless and use slo-
gans that contain violent messages,” the court in the
Dutch city of Utrecht said in its ruling. “The club has a
culture in which carrying out serious violence is encour-
aged,” it added, highlighting how patches crowing
“Expect No Mercy” were handed out to members after
bloody fights. “A ban is therefore necessary in order to
protect society.” The case had been brought by the Dutch
prosecution service, which alleged the bikers were
involved in drugs and arms trafficking as well as prostitu-
tion. Founded in the United States in 1966, the Bandidos
opened its first chapter in The Netherlands three years
ago in the small southern city of Sittard.  

Nigeria kickback scandal
MILAN: Italian giant Eni and fellow petroleum company
Shell will stand trial in Italy over allegations of bribery
and corruption in the 2011 purchase of an offshore oil
block in Nigeria. A judge in Milan ordered Eni, Shell and
key figures such as Eni chief Claudio Descalzi and his
predecessor Paolo Scaroni to stand trial in proceedings to
begin March 5. The companies are accused of corruption
in the 2011 purchase of OPL245, an offshore oil block
estimated to hold 9 billion barrels of crude, for $1.3 billion.
“Eni’s Board of Directors has reaffirmed its confidence
that the company was not involved in alleged corrupt
activities in relation to the transaction,” the Italian firm
said in a statement yesterday. “Eni expresses its full confi-
dence in the judicial process and that the trial will ascer-
tain and confirm the correctness and integrity of its con-
duct,” it said.  

Bus crash kills 12 
MEXICO CITY: A bus carrying tourists from US cruise
ships to an archeological site in Mexico crashed Tuesday
after running off the road, killing at least 12 people includ-
ing several foreigners, state authorities said. The crash,
which left another 18 injured, happened on a highway in
the state of Quintana Roo, located on the eastern tip of
the Yucatan Peninsula and well known as home to the
Caribbean resort city of Cancun. The dead and injured
included “citizens of the United States, Sweden and
Brazil,” a brief statement said without further information
on numbers from each country, or their ages. The bus was
carrying 31 passengers on a straight stretch of road with
little traffic. The cause of the accident was not immediate-
ly known. Twenty-three of the passengers had arrived on
the ships Celebrity Equinox and Serenade of the Seas,
cruise owner Royal Caribbean Cruises said. 

Antisemitic messages 
MONTREAL: Synagogues in Montreal and Toronto-
Canada’s two largest cities-and elsewhere received
threatening antisemitic messages at the start of Hanukkah,
sources said yesterday. In Montreal, two synagogues
alerted police “about the threats,” said police spokesman
Benoit Boisselle, adding that a “hate crime” investigation
has been launched. Four other synagogues in Toronto,
others in Kingston and Hamilton, Ontario; and another in
Edmonton, Alberta received antisemitic messages saying
the “Jewry must perish” alongside a swastika and a bleed-
ing star of David, according to the Canadian branch of
B’nai Brith. “Sadly, we’ve seen the swastika make some-
thing of a comeback this year, defacing the walls of high
schools, university campuses, and public property,” said
the group’s president Michael Mostryn. “Today, it is more
imperative than ever that we condemn this symbol of
racism and hatred.” 

Fighting in 
eastern 
Ukraine 
escalates
KIEV: Fighting in eastern Ukraine has
escalated to the worst level in months,
officials monitoring the conflict said
yesterday, after the shelling of a front-
line village wounded eight civilians and
destroyed or damaged dozens of
homes. A Russia-backed insurgency
erupted in 2014 and the bloodshed has
continued despite a ceasefire deal that
was meant to end a conflict in which
more than 10,000 people have been
killed, with casualties reported on a
near-daily basis.

The Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, which moni-
tors the implementation of the peace

agreement, said it had recorded 16,000
ceasefire violations between Dec 11 and
Dec 17, a 35 percent increase on the
week before.  “We note with concern a
sharp deterioration in the security situ-
ation with ceasefire violations reaching
levels not recorded since February this
year,” chief monitor Ertugrul Apakan
said in a statement. In February, a surge
of violence around the government-
held industrial town of Avdiivka cut off
power and water to thousands of civil-
ians on the front line.

Apakan said the latest escalation
reflected an established trend “in which
a recommitment to the ceasefire by the
sides was followed by a steady increase
in the level of violence, culminating in
fierce fighting”. Apakan’s comments
followed warnings from aid agencies
over the humanitarian situation in the
eastern Donbass region, particularly
given Monday’s attack on the govern-
ment-control led vi l lage of
Novoluhanske. The United Nations’
OCHA humanitarian arm said on Twitter
heavy shelling near Novoluhanske was

affecting 2,000 residents.People are
fleeing the area in blizzard conditions, it
said. Eight civilians were wounded and
more than 50 buildings were damaged in
the shelling, which also temporarily cut
power supplies, the regional Kiev-con-
trolled Donetsk administration said. 

A Reuters witness saw residents
picking their way through the rubble of
destroyed homes and surveying fire-
blackened buildings. The US State
Department said the humanitarian situ-
at ion was “dire” because of  the
shelling, which it blamed on Russian-
led forces firing Grad multiple-launch
rockets. The Ukrainian mil i tary on
Tuesday accused pro-Russian sepa-
ratists of deliberately firing more than
40 times from multiple-launch rocket
systems at Novoluhanske. 

Meanwhile, the rebel command said
attacks from the Ukrainian side had
almost doubled in the past 24 hours,
according to separatist news website
DAN. Rebels deny attacking
Novoluhanske and say the Ukrainian
military fired at the village to justify

their attacks on separatist-held civilian
areas, according to DAN. The US State
Department also voiced concern about
fighting around the Donetsk water fil-
tration station, which has a system of
pipes that carry chlorine gas. “If those
were to go off in this area, which is
close to where people live, it could be
potential ly devastating,” State
Department spokeswoman Heather
Nauert told a briefing.

She said civilian water workers were
trapped in the station’s bomb shelter and
could not get out because of fighting. In
an effort to end the deadlock, the inter-
national community, including the United
States, has in recent months been advo-
cating for the deployment of UN peace-
keepers in the Donbass. 

Both Kiev and Moscow backed the
idea but disagree on whether the troops
should be positioned on the rebel-con-
trolled part of the Ukraine-Russia bor-
der, so no decision was made. Russia
denies accusations from Ukraine and
NATO that it supports the rebels with
troops and weapons.—Reuters

State agents and 
militants ‘planned’ 
Congo massacres
PARIS: Security forces and an army-backed militia
planned massacres in an opposition stronghold in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, human rights activists
charged yesterday, calling the killings “crimes against
humanity”. The southern Kasai region suffered “one of
the worst human rights crises in the world” between
March and July, the Paris-based International Human
Rights Federation (FIDH) said in a report compiled with
partner rights groups in the country. It includes heart-
rending testimony such as that of a 27-year-old woman
who described soldiers attacking her village and burn-
ing down houses. As she fled, she “saw a lot of corpses...
of children, of villagers.”

The FIDH said the atrocities “were perpetrated mainly
by elements of the Bana Mura militia at the instigation
and with the support of security forces...  against civilians
of the Luba ethnic group.” The Luba are seen as support-
ing the anti-government Kamwina Nsapu militia, while
other ethnic groups make up the Bana Mura militia active
in Kasai.  In one of the worst attacks blamed on Bana
Mura, the remote village of Cinq was “totally destroyed”
and several female survivors said they were raped or sex-
ually mutilated. Several of their children were killed by
militiamen with machetes, the 100-page report said.

Kabila anniversary 
The Catholic Church has said the violence claimed

more than 3,300 lives.  The United Nations for its part
has counted 87 mass graves and documented some 1.4
million displaced people. The conflict erupted in
September 2016 after government forces killed a tribal
chieftain, known as the Kamwina Nsapu, who rebelled
against President Joseph Kabila’s regime in Kinshasa
and its local representatives.  The release of the report
comes a year to the day since Kabila refused to step
down at the end of his second term, sparking a political
crisis in the vast former Belgian colony. The Catholic
Church brokered a deal on New Year’s Eve 2016
enabling Kabila to stay in office pending elections to be
held in 2017. Those elections, in turn, were postponed to
December 23, 2018.

The opposition has insisted that Kabila leave by the
end of this year. The FIDH said Lubas were “massacred

in several dozen villages... because of their ethnicity,
their supposed political affiliation with the opposition
and their supposed support or membership” of
Kamwina Nsapu. “The crimes perpetrated... were
planned, ordered and led by agents of the Congolese
state” and the Bana Mura militia, it said, adding that the
atrocities should be considered crimes against humanity.
The FIDH compiled witness testimony in July at a
refugee camp in neighboring Angola, speaking to 64
people, most of them Lubas, some with amputated
limbs, permanent disfigurations or severe burns.

Atrocities on both sides
The report said anti-government Kamwina Nsapu

militiamen earlier carried out “summary executions,
often in the form of decapitations”, after which they dis-
played the severed heads in the villages. Two United
Nations experts were killed in March while investigating

the violence, of whom one was decapitated. The atroci-
ties led Congolese “defense and security forces to carry
out disproportionate acts of reprisal” including against
civilians, the FIDH said.  The UN, in a report released in
August, also blamed state agents for more than 250
“extrajudicial or targeted killings” of civilians in the
Kasai region from mid-March to mid-June.

Like the FIDH, UN investigators interviewed
refugees in Angola who described atrocities at the
hands of government troops and the Bana Mura as
well as the anti-government Kamwina Nsapu militia.
The Congolese government questioned the “impartial-
ity” of the probe, saying it was based “on testimony
lacking in credibility”. The FIDH said it has the names
of “at least 50” suspected perpetrators of atrocities
which it could hand over to the International Criminal
Tribunal in The Hague if Kinshasa fails to mount a
serious investigation.—AFP 
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impact of Brexit

LONDON: A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parliamentary Recording Unit (PRU) shows
Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May (right) gesturing as she speaks during the weekly Prime Ministers Questions
(PMQs) session in the House of Commons yesterday. —AFP 

TSHIKAPA, DR Congo: A Congolese woman, who has had her arm amputated after a gunshot
wound, sits on her bed in Tshikapa. —AFP 


