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Third Palestinian woman arrested 
over Israeli soldier slapping video

After US veto, UN assembly votes on Jerusalem resolution

Established 1961 

News in brief
Tattoos and tradition
JERUSALEM: A small shop in the heart of Jerusalem’s
walled Old City offers Christian pilgrims indelible memories
of their visit to the holy city: tattoos with religious designs
unchanged for centuries. Blending modern technology with
tradition, the Razzouk family uses the Internet to draw
clients to their business in a place that is sacred to
Christians, Jews and Muslims. Noel Heavey, 54, from
Ireland, never thought he would want a tattoo. But he said
he stumbled on the Razzouks’ website and “was just really
taken by it”. So on his first trip to Jerusalem, as the city’s
Christian Quarter began to prepare for Christmas, he chose
a pattern with clean and simple lines. It was a black and red
Jerusalem cross, made up of one central cross and four
smaller ones, adorned with palm trees and the number 2017,
representing his pilgrimage and the year his mother died. 

‘249 warning shots’ 
SEOUL: South Korea’s coast guard said it fired 249 warn-
ing shots over a group of Chinese fishing boats “swarming
around” one of its patrol ships in South Korean waters,
prompting a call for restraint from Beijing. South Korean
coast guard vessels regularly chase Chinese boats sus-
pected of fishing illegally in South Korean waters, at times
sparking violent confrontations, complicating a relation-
ship which is key to efforts to try to rein in North Korea’s
nuclear and missile programs. A fleet of 44 Chinese fishing
boats fortified with iron bars and steel mesh on Tuesday
began to rush the patrol boat which broadcast warnings
to steer clear, the coast guard said. The coast guard vessel
fired 249 shots over the boats until they retreated. “The
Chinese fishing boats sought to swarm around and collide
with our patrol ship, ignoring the broadcast warnings,” the
coast guard said in a statement.  

Drills around Taiwan
TAIPEI: Chinese jets conducted drills near Taiwan’s air-
space yesterday for the sixth time this month, as relations
between the two rivals worsen. China sees self-governed
Taiwan as part of its territory to be reunified at some
point-by military force, if necessary. The two sides split
after a civil war in 1949. Although Taiwan is a self-ruling
democracy, it has never formally declared independence.
The latest drills come just days after China’s warplanes
flew over the Sea of Japan (East Sea), prompting South
Korea and Japan to scramble jets.  Taiwan’s defense min-
istry announced yesterday that Beijing had directed sever-
al planes including jet fighters through the Bashi Channel
south of the island, to the Pacific and back. “China’s long-
distance (drills) have become more frequent,” it said, but
urged Taiwanese people not to worry.  

Singapore employee fined 
SINGAPORE: A Singapore civil servant was yesterday
fined but escaped jail for leaking confidential information
to a journalist, a prosecution that a rights group described
as an attempt to spread a “culture of fear”. Government
housing agency employee Ng Han Yuan, who could have
been jailed for up to two years under the Official Secrets
Act, was fined Sg$2,000 ($1,500) for passing details
about a still confidential public housing resale portal to
Janice Tai of the Straits Times daily. Such leaks rarely hap-
pen in the city-state, where the media is tightly controlled
and the civil service is highly regarded. Public housing
policies are seen as   sensitive in rich but land-starved
Singapore because more than 80 percent of the popula-
tion lives in government-subsidized housing. According to
court documents, 25-year-old Ng met Tai, 29, on a mobile
dating app and they had gone out several times. 

RAMALLAH: Israeli forces arrested a third Palestinian
woman yesterday in connection with a viral video showing
Israeli soldiers being slapped in the occupied West Bank.
Soldiers arrested Nour Naji Tamimi, 21, from the village of
Nabi Saleh north of Ramallah in the West Bank, residents
said. Cousin Ahed Tamimi, 17, a well-known campaigner
against Israel’s occupation, was arrested on Tuesday along
with her mother. 

The video shot last Friday, apparently with a mobile
telephone, showed two Palestinian girls approaching two
Israeli soldiers, before shoving, kicking and slapping them
while filming on mobile
phones. The heavily
armed soldiers do not
respond in the face of
what appears to be an
attempt to provoke
rather than seriously
harm them. They then
move backwards. The
army confirmed it had
made a third arrest. The
cousin is expected to be
brought before an Israeli
military court yesterday.

The video appears to
have been filmed on the steps of the Tamimi house, during
a day of protests against US President Donald Trump’s
controversial recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. It
has been widely picked up by Israeli media, which often
accuse Palestinian protesters of seeking to provoke the
army into responses which are then filmed. Israeli politi-
cians hailed the restraint of the soldiers as evidence of the
military’s values. Palestinians on social media criticized
Ahed’s arrest in the middle of the night, arguing it is the
people’s right to resist military occupation. A member of
the Tamimi family was shot in the head with a rubber bullet
during protests on Friday, the family said. 

Jerusalem resolution 
The UN General Assembly will hold an emergency ses-

sion today to vote on a draft resolution rejecting President
Donald Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital after the United States vetoed the measure at the

Security Council.  Nikki Haley, the US ambassador to the
UN reacted angrily to the move, tweeting: “On Thurs
there’ll be a vote criticizing our choice. The US will be tak-
ing names,” in rhetoric reminiscent of her boss’s threaten-
ing style.  

Turkey and Yemen requested the urgent meeting of the
193-nation assembly on behalf of the Arab group of coun-
tries and the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation
(OIC). The two countries circulated a draft resolution on
Tuesday that mirrors the vetoed measure, reaffirming that
any decision on the status of Jerusalem has no legal effect

and must be rescinded.
Egypt had put forward the
draft at the council which
was backed by all 14 other
Security Council members
in the vote on Monday.
Like the Egyptian draft, the
text before the assembly
does not mention Trump’s
decision but expresses
“deep regret at recent
decisions concerning the
status of Jerusalem.”

Palestinian ambassador
Riyad Mansour said he

expected “overwhelming support” for the measure stating
that Jerusalem is an issue “to be resolved through negotia-
tions” between Israel and the Palestinians.  “The General
Assembly will say, without the fear of the veto, that the
international community is refusing to accept the unilateral
position of the United States,” Mansour told reporters. No
country has veto powers in the 193-nation assembly, con-
trary to the council where the United States, along with
Britain, China, France and Russia, can block any resolution. 

Recognition harms Christmas 
The Catholic Church’s top official in Jerusalem yes-

terday criticized Donald Trump’s controversial recogni-
tion of the city as Israel’s capital, saying it damaged
Christmas celebrations and led to hundreds cancelling
trips. Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, apostolic
administrator of the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, said
“dozens” of groups had pulled out of planned visits

after being scared off by the announcement and subse-
quent clashes.

He added that the heads of the Christian churches in
Jerusalem would find it difficult to accept an official
request by US Vice President Mike Pence to visit the
city’s holy Christian sites in January, calling for him to “lis-
ten more” to other Christians. “Of course this created a
tension around Jerusalem and this diverted attention from
Christmas,” Pizzaballa said of Trump’s December 6 deci-
sion. “After this there are some tensions in Jerusalem,

Bethlehem also. This scared many people, so we’ve had
less people than expected.” He stressed, though, that they
would continue with planned Christmas celebrations.
Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem, breaking with decades
of US policy on one of the most complicated issues in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has been met with near-daily
protests across the Palestinian territories. Pizzaballa, the
most senior Roman Catholic official in the Middle East,
stressed the church was opposed to “unilateral” decisions
on the future of Jerusalem. —Agencies  

Trump
Jerusalem 

recognition
harms 

Christmas 

Libya in grip of 
chaos two years 
after unity deal
TRIPOLI: Two years after a deal to form a unity govern-
ment aimed at ending deep divisions between Libya’s
opposing sides, the country remains mired in crisis with no
solution in sight. The UN-brokered agreement signed in
Morocco in December 2015 establishing a Government of
National Accord (GNA)  brought hopes of an easing of
chaos that followed the 2011 revolution.

But Libya has remained riven by divisions between the
GNA in Tripoli led by Prime Minister Fayez Al-Sarraj and a
rival administration backed by military strongman Khalifa
Haftar in the east. The GNA’s position risks being further
undermined by the expiry of its mandate-which under the
2015 accord was for one year and renewable only once on
December 17. Instead of healing rifts, experts say the deal
actually deepened tensions in the North African country.
“I think it has never been the real solution for the country,”
said Federica Saini Fasanotti, an analyst with the
Washington-based Brookings Institution.

The agreement “has never been recognized by the
Libyan people,” she added.  Years of political turmoil have
followed the overthrow and killing of Libya’s long-time
dictator Muammar Gaddafi in the 2011 revolution. People-
smugglers took advantage of the chaos to turn the country
into a major gateway for migrants heading to Europe,
while Islamic State group jihadists also established a
foothold. Underscoring the insecurity plaguing the coun-
try, the mayor of Libya’s third-largest city Misrata was
killed by unidentified assailants who abducted him on
Sunday as he returned from an official trip overseas.

‘Dangerous turning point’
Since its arrival in Tripoli in March 2016, the GNA has

failed to stamp its authority across large parts of the coun-

try, controlled by dozens of militias of shifting allegiances.
Its legitimacy was questioned from the very start by its
rivals and it was unable to secure a confidence vote by
Libya’s elected parliament based in the east of the country.

Haftar, who has never recognized the GNA’s authority,
said on Sunday that the “expiry of the Libyan political
accord” on December 17 marked a “historic and danger-
ous turning point”. “All bodies resulting from this agree-
ment automatically lose their legitimacy, which has been
contested from the first day they took office,” he said.
Saini Fasanotti, however, does not see major repercussions
from the end of the GNA’s mandate. “The GNA in my
opinion has never been a real political actor in Libya, so I

do not think that the situation will change a lot at the
moment in the Libya arena,” she said. Haftar is accused by
his opponents of wanting to take power and establish a
military dictatorship.

Haftar wanted to take advantage of the end of the man-
date of the unity government to stage “a coup”, a GNA
official who did not want to be named said. “But threats
that were directly addressed to him by the international
community dissuaded him,” the official added. Haftar
acknowledged as much on Sunday, saying he was “threat-
ened with firm international measures” if he dared to take
initiatives outside the framework set up by the internation-
al community and the United Nations. —AFP

NABI SALEH: File photo shows Palestinian Ahed Tamimi (left) fighting with other members of her family
to free a Palestinian boy (bottom) held by an Israeli soldier (center) during clashes between Israeli
security forces and Palestinian protesters in the West Bank village of Nabi Saleh near Ramallah. —AFP 

Year on, Aleppo is 
licking its wounds
ALEPPO: The streets of Kalasseh, a neigh-
borhood of Aleppo formerly held by rebels,
are jammed with traffic again and its pave-
ments are packed with people and over-
flowing market stalls. But the rows of flat-
tened buildings flanking them are a constant
reminder of the devastating battle that had
reduced a city that was one of the jewels of
the Middle East to ruins by the time Syrian
government forces retook it a year ago on
Friday. “It’s crowded... people are coming
back,” says Khayro Moselmani, a former
taxi driver from the neighborhood. Miles
away in Idlib province, Mohammed Assaf, a
supporter of the rebellion against President
Bashar al-Assad, is still grieving the “tragic”
day he had to flee his Aleppo home.

December 22, 2016 was a turning point
in the Syrian conflict: after four years of
relentless fighting that gutted the city and
killed thousands of civilians, government
forces retook control. It was the beginning
of the end for the rebels, who went on to
relinquish most of their bastions to regime
forces backed by Russia, whose formidable
firepower tipped the balance. The eastern
part of Aleppo that was the rebels’ strong-
hold was leveled by Russian and Syrian air

strikes. Months of siege left tens of thou-
sands of people starving and in need of
medical attention, and eventually led to
their evacuation just a few days before the
regime took full control.

Ghost town 
A year on, life is slowly returning to the

city. Water and electricity are back in most
areas, the mountains of rubble are being
trucked away, the streets cleaned and
resurfaced. Moselmani fled Aleppo in the
summer of 2012 as rebels took over the
city’s east, and moved to Tartus, a coastal
town in the heartland of the Alawite com-
munity to which Assad belongs.

He returned to his hometown a month
after the government took it back and
found his home had been destroyed. “At
the time we came back, it was almost
unthinkable to see a single person in the
neighborhood,” the sexagenarian, who now
sells grilled meat on the street, remem-
bered. “Now, they are coming in and out...
Thank god, there is security.” The activity
on the streets offers a stark contrast with
last year’s eerie, post-apocalyptic pictures
of deserted districts in one of the oldest
continuously inhabited cities in the world.

On one thoroughfare, workers are trying
to fill a gaping hole in the side of a building.
Further down, some recently returned resi-
dents have had to make do with temporary
plastic sheeting to replace their collapsed

roof. “At the time of the rebels, it was star-
vation,” said Salah Moghayer, a resident of
the Salhin neighborhood who used to work
in a hammam. Like thousands of other resi-
dents, he was evacuated at the end of the
siege and returned in early 2017. “The ham-
mam was destroyed. As soon as it is
repaired, I will take my old job back,” said
the father of three daughters, who now
works as a porter.

‘Tearing your heart out’   
Unofficial estimates say around

500,000 people, about half of east
Aleppo’s population, have returned. Fabrice
Balanche, a visiting fellow at Stanford
University’s Hoover Institution, warned
however that the rebirth of what was Syria’s
commercial hub is still a long way away. He
said the looting of the industrial zone and
the flight of Aleppo’s business community
has crippled the city. “They are in
Gaziantep (Turkey), where they have rebuilt
their factories and brought all their workers
with them. They have no intention of
returning,” he said.—AFP

ALEPPO: Syrian Khayro Moselmani walks amidst debris in the former rebel-
held Kalasse neighborhood in the northern Syrian city of Aleppo. —AFP 

BENGHAZI: Libyan armed forces cadets perform maneuvers during their graduation cere-
mony at the military academy in eastern Benghazi. —AFP 


