
OICHA: A displaced pygmy walks at a makeshift camp in Oicha. Displaced from deep in the forests, they are now struggling to adapt to more urban villages. Attacks allegedly carried out by the Ugandan Muslim
Group, ADF in Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), have displaced thousands of Pygmies. —AFP

DAKAR: UN investigators Zaida Catalan and Michael Sharp
were on familiar ground when they sat down with local lead-
ers in central Congo in March to discuss a widening seven-
month-old conflict in the area. The pair - experienced mem-
bers of a panel monitoring the sanctions regime in
Democratic Republic of Congo for the UN Security Council
- were meeting members of the Kamuina Nsapu, a local clan,
on the sidelines of peace talks with the government in the
city of Kananga. Among other things, they discussed plans to
visit the village of Bunkonde, the site of violent clashes, the
next day.

The two UN workers left Kananga on the morning of
March 12. On March 27, their bodies were found in a shallow
grave.  Catalan had been decapitated. Congolese govern-
ment officials maintained for months to reporters that no
state agents were involved in the killings and that they did
not know that the two experts were in the region, let alone
heading to Bunkonde. But at least one person who helped
organize the trip, Jose Tshibuabua, worked for Congo’s intel-
ligence service, the Agence Nationale de Renseignements
(ANR), Reuters and Radio France Internationale (RFI) have
learned.

The trial of a dozen suspected Kamuina Nsapu militia mem-
bers started in June but was suspended in October pending the
arrival in Congo of four UN experts last month to assist with
additional investigations. Phone logs in a confidential prosecu-
tor’s case file compiled for the trial and seen by Reuters and
RFI, who jointly reported this story, show that Tshibuabua had
frequent contact with a local ANR boss, Luc Albert Tanga
Sakrine, before and after the two experts were killed. 

Two security sources said that case file was given to a
UN board of inquiry that concluded militiamen were likely
responsible for the killings of Sharp, 34, an American, and
Catalan, 36, a Swede. Tshibuabua and his ties to the ANR
were not mentioned in the
board’s confidential report
to the UN Security Council
or in the trial, however. The
board said it was unable to
establish a motive for state
actors to have been
involved. But the two
experts were conducting
investigations in an area
where the United Nations
has accused Congo’s mili-
tary of using excessive
force against militia and
civilians and of digging
mass graves.

The top ANR official in Congo, Kalev Mutond said and
RFI that Tshibuabua was working as a “volunteer inform-
ant” for the agency at the time of the meeting, but did not
inform ANR officials about his contacts with the two
experts. Since the trial of the militiamen was suspended,
Tshibuabua was arrested and charged last week with the
murder of Catalan and Sharp and participation in an insur-
rection, his lawyer, Tresor Kabangu said. Kabangu said his
client denies the charges and has not worked for the ANR
in more than a year.

Government spokesman Lambert Mende now says that
authorities have not excluded the possibility that state
agents were involved. “If there is a state agent who was
involved, he will be pursued and judged,” Mende said on

Dec 1 after Reuters and
RFI laid out the contents of
the case file and phone
logs. The UN board’s chair-
man, Greg Starr, declined
to say if he had seen the
prosecutor’s file or was
aware of its contents. In an
emailed answer to ques-
tions, Starr said only that
the board’s report had a
tight deadline and did not
include some sensitive
information, which was
turned over to authorities
in the United States and

Sweden, because of concerns about leaks.
“A thorough criminal investigation into a heinous act like

this, under these circumstances, could not be accomplished
in only three months,” he said. Congo’s top military prosecu-
tor, Joseph Ponde, declined to respond to questions about
why Tshibuabua’s involvement was not raised in the trial,
except to say the proceedings are public. 

Tanga Sakrine declined to comment. President Joseph
Kabila’s deputy chief of staff, Jean-Pierre Kambila, also
declined to comment, citing the ongoing trial.     

A tense relationship
Ties between the United Nations and Congo can be

tense, with authorities often accusing the world body of
meddling in their sovereign affairs. The UN peacekeeping
mission, deployed in 1999 to monitor a cease-fire in a long-
running war in the east, is the world’s largest with about
18,000 uniformed personnel. Catalan and Sharp were inves-
tigating a new conflict in the central Kasai region. In August
2016, Kamuina Nsapu militiamen in the area rose up to
demand government forces withdraw after the local chief,
Jean-Pierre Mpandi, was killed. Up to 5,000 people died in
the violence. 

On the weekend of March 11, a delegation of about 40
Kamuina Nsapu representatives was in Kananga to talk
peace. Members of this delegation met Sharp and Catalan at
the Woodland Hotel. In audio recovered from Catalan’s com-
puter by the United Nations, Tshibuabua describes himself
as a Mpandi family member and helps translate from the
local Tshiluba language into French for the group’s leader,
Francois Muamba. He does not say he works for the ANR.
According to a Reuters translation, Tshibuabua and another
person assured Sharp and Catalan in French that their safety
would be guaranteed in Bunkonde, even as Muamba warned
not to make promises they couldn’t keep.

“We don’t know the situation over there,” Muamba said
at one point. He said he did not have control of the local mili-
tia in Bunkonde. “Let’s talk about (the situation) near us.”
Tshibuabua continued to assure the UN investigators that
the militiamen “will not do anything”, adding later: “Here in
Kasai, we really guarantee your passage.” —Reuters

Who killed UN experts in Congo?
A confidential file offers clues

Thick smog keeps 
schools closed for 
fourth day in Iran
TEHRAN: Schools were closed for a fourth straight day in
Tehran yesterday as dangerous air pollution covered the
Iranian capital and traffic restrictions failed to clear the
thick smog. Average airborne concentration of the finest
and most hazardous particles (PM2.5) was “unhealthy” at
160 micrograms per cubic meter, slightly worse than
Tuesday, authorities said.

That is more than six times higher than the World Health
Organization recommended maximum of 25 micrograms
per m3 over a 24-hour period. Authorities extended traffic
restrictions so that only one in two cars could go on the
street, depending on their number plates. Yesterday is the
last day of the week for schools in Tehran and authorities
have not yet said whether they will reopen on Saturday.
Pollution was also blanketing at least four other major
cities: Esfahan in the centre, Orumiyeh in the northwest,
Mashhad in the northeast and Tabriz in the northwest. 

Schools were closed yesterday in all of those cities
except in Mashhad, the state broadcaster’s website
reported. Ambulances were also deployed in the streets
for possible medical emergencies, it added. Citizens, espe-
cially those with respiratory problems, children and the
elderly, were advised to stay at home. Mines and factories
emitting pollution around Tehran have been closed tem-
porarily by the authorities.  Mojtaba Khaledi, a spokesman
for the country’s emergency services, told the Fars news
agency that calls to the emergency wards had increased
by 20 percent compared with last week.

“Heart attacks in hospital emergency departments have
doubled since last week,” Khaledi said. Air pollution has
blighted Tehran for more than two decades and worsens
each winter. Local and government authorities blame each
other for failing to tackle the problem. —AFP

Possibility 
state agents 

were involved

International
India unveils an 
‘anti-smog gun’

Page 9
Libya in grip of chaos 2 years after unity deal Page 7

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2017

Established 1961 

Hurricanes, heat 
waves, fires ravage
the planet in 2017
MIAMI: Fierce hurricanes, heat waves, floods and wildfires
ravaged the planet in 2017, as scientists said the role of cli-
mate change in causing or worsening certain natural disas-
ters has grown increasingly clear. It was also the year the
world’s second largest polluter, the United States, turned its
back on the 196-nation Paris climate deal meant to limit
global warming to under two degrees Celsius (1.5 degrees
Fahrenheit) over pre-industrial levels.  

President Donald Trump, who has dismissed global
warming as a Chinese hoax, vowed to quit the 2015 Paris
accord and tapped fossil fuel allies to key environmental
posts.  His administration also dropped climate change from
the list of national security threats, announced plans to auc-
tion off vast swaths of the Gulf of Mexico to oil and gas
drilling, and signed a proposal to eliminate the Clean Power
Plan, aimed at limiting the release of polluting greenhouse
gases.  Trump says the goal is to make America a dominant
source of energy for the world, and to create jobs.

“Together, we are going to start a new energy revolu-
tion-one that celebrates American production on American
soil,” Trump said in June. In October, Trump signed a
proclamation to make America a net energy exporter by
2026, reviving the coal industry and seeking to access the
estimated $50 trillion in untapped shale, oil, and natural gas
reserves, particularly on federal lands. While the fossil fuel
industry has applauded the moves, scientists have
expressed alarm.

“The Trump administration, in less than a year, has done
more to undermine climate policy than even the worst pre-
vious administration on climate (i.e.  George W Bush) had
done over the course of two full terms,” said Michael Mann,
a climatologist and geophysicist at Pennsylvania State
University, in an email to AFP. Mann blamed the conserva-
tive billionaire Koch brothers and fossil fuel lobbyists for
essentially running US environmental policy under the
Trump administration. “They must be stopped,” he added,
because their actions “pose an existential threat to us and
our children and grandchildren.”

‘New normal’ 
The more fossil fuels we burn, the hotter the planet

becomes due to the accumulation of heat-trapping green-
house gases. The world is currently on track for its third
warmest year in modern times.  Experts say global warming
can make certain events, like floods, drought and hurricanes,
more frequent and sometimes worse. Among the fiercest
storms seen this year were severe monsoon rains in
Bangladesh, India and Nepal that killed more than 1,200
people and affected 40 million people, destroying homes,
livestock and crops, according to the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Spain and Portugal have grappled with a deadly drought
that dried up rivers, killed crops and fueled wildfires.
Meanwhile, an unusually active hurricane season roiled the
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean with 17 big storms,

the most since 2005. Major, deadly hurricanes included
Harvey, which flooded Texas with 50 inches of rain in some
places. The massively powerful Irma devastated the
Caribbean and Florida, while Maria flattened much of
Puerto Rico.  

California Governor Jerry Brown, whose state is current-
ly battling its third largest wildfire since 1932, spoke this
month of how such devastation could be the “new normal.”
“This could be something that happens every year or every
few years,” Brown told reporters. That phrase was echoed in
the 2017 Arctic Report Card, an international peer-reviewed
report on the fragile Arctic, which is warming at twice the
pace of the rest of the world. “The Arctic environmental
system has reached a ‘new normal,’” that will raise sea lev-
els, alter weather patterns and unleash more extreme
weather across the globe, it said. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: Firefighters light backfires as they try to contain the Thomas wildfire in Ojai, California. —AFP


