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KUWAIT: The government has ordered an investiga-
tion into a $1.1 billion deal to buy 30 military helicop-
ters from France, a minister said yesterday, after reports
of alleged kickbacks. Kuwait agreed to buy the Airbus
Caracal helicopters for one billion euros ($1.1 billion) in
Aug 2016 as part of a package of deals between the
two countries worth €2.5 billion.

“It was decided to refer the Caracal helicopters deal
to the Public Anti-Corruption Authority to investigate it
and take all relevant measures,” said Anas Al-Saleh, the
government spokesman and state minister for Cabinet
affairs. The probe was ordered by HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Sabah, the minister
said, quoted by the official KUNA news agency. “With
regards to what has been raised in a local daily today...
about the Caracal deal, it was also decided to refer the
same issue to the Audit Bureau to scrutinize all data,
documents and procedures of the deal,” he added.

The Audit Bureau was told to submit its findings to
the Cabinet as soon as possible. The government move
came after opposition lawmaker Mubarak Al-Hajraf
raised the issue in parliament yesterday and demanded
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KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem bangs the gavel during a session yes-
terday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

ANKARA: Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan hit back yesterday
at the United Arab Emirates’
foreign minister over a social
media post that accused
“Erdogan’s ancestors” of
kidnapping people of
Madinah in the early 20th
century. Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan retweeted
a post on Twitter this week,
in which a user claimed Fahreddin Pasha - Madinah
governor from 1916 to 1919 - was a thief.
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