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LIVERPOOL: Everton’s revival under Sam Allardyce
continued with a 3-1 victory over bottom club Swansea
City helped by a stunning Gylfi Sigurdsson goal at a
foggy Goodison Park as they moved up to ninth in the
Premier League on Monday.

The hosts went behind after a sluggish start but
goals from Dominic Calvert-Lewin before halftime,
Sigurdsson’s outstanding strike just past the hour and a
late penalty by Wayne
Rooney, who hit the post
with an earlier spot kick,
secured the points. 

The Merseyside club
are unbeaten in four
league games since
Allardyce took charge
this month and, while it
was hardly a sparkling
display by his side
against the struggling
Welsh outfit, the manag-
er’s trademark organisa-
tion was evident.
Swansea, who have now lost six away games in a row,
suffered an early blow when striker Wilfried Bony, their
only scorer in the last seven games, limped off after
four minutes with a muscle problem to be replaced by
Tammy Abraham. Despite that setback, the visitors
went ahead in the 35th minute, taking advantage of
poor defending as Leroy Fer lost his marker to slot
home a Tom Carroll corner from close range.

Everton looked short of inspiration but they got on
level terms just before the break when they were
awarded a penalty after Aaron Lennon went down

under Roque Mesa’s challenge.
Rooney’s spot kick was pushed against the post by

Lukasz Fabianski but Calvert-Lewin reacted quickly
and drove home the rebound to the relief of the former
England captain.

Sigurdsson’s move from Swansea to Everton in
August, for a reported fee of 45 million pounds ($60.23
million), has been questioned, in terms of its value, by

many observers but the
Iceland forward showed
his quality with a superb
solo goal.

After Rooney found
him on the left flank,
Sigurdsson cut inside on
to his right foot and
unleashed an unstop-
pable drive past
Fabianski and into the
far corner of the net in
the 64th. Everton were
awarded a second
penalty after 73 minutes,

which Swansea complained about with some justifica-
tion. Martin Olsson was ruled to have tripped Jonjoe
Kenny but replays showed the foul had been committed
outside the area.

Rooney, undeterred by his earlier miss, strode up to
blast the ball home from the spot and wrap up the
points for Everton, who now have 25 points from 18
games.  The defeat left Paul Clement’s Swansea side
rooted to the foot of the table with 12 points, four
points adrift of the safety zone and facing a long battle
for top-flight survival. — Reuters
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LIVERPOOL: Everton’s English striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin (C) takes a shot during the English Premier League
football match between Everton and Swansea City at Goodison Park in Liverpool, north west England on
Monday.— AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH LEAGUE CUP
Chelsea v Bournemouth 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Bristol City v Manchester United 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

ITALIAN CUP
Atalanta v Sassuolo Calcio 17:00
AD SPORTS 4 HD
Roma v Torino 19:30
AD SPORTS 3 HD
Juventus v Genoa 22:45
AD SPORTS 3 HD

GERMAN LEAGUE
Werder Bremen v Freiburg 20:30
beIN SPORTS
Borussia Monchengladbach v Leverkusen 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Bayern Munich v Borussia Dortmund 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Heidenheim v Eintracht Frankfurt 22:45
beIN SPORTS 

SPANISH LEAGUE
Getafe v Las Palmas 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Real Sociedad v Sevilla 23:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3

PORTO FELIZ: Arriving in Brazil, Chinese
footballer Long Yushuo took on the more
easily pronounced name Thomas, but it’s the
locals’ skills with the ball that he’s really
hoping to adopt. Thomas, 16, is one of a
squad of youth players from Chinese team
Shandong Luneng dispatched to polish their
game at Desportivo Brasil club in Porto
Feliz, near Sao Paulo, which Shandong
bought in 2014. The idea is that the 22,400-
mile (36,000-kilometer) round trip will
enable these youngsters to bring back
something that all the money and desire in
China’s burgeoning football scene cannot
otherwise get-Brazilian footballing magic.
When Thomas and another 22 players from
the under-16 side arrived from Jinan, capital
of Shandong province, in April, they knew
little of Brazil. Along with football practice,
they study Portuguese in the quiet town of
50,000 people. But Thomas, who picked his
name in honor of Bayern Munich’s Thomas
Muller, is clear about what his principal les-
son has been in Porto Feliz. “Technique,” he
said, alongside his teammates, who all wore
Shandong’s orange strip. China may not
have much footballing pedigree but, encour-

aged by President Xi Jinping and lavish
spending, it is working to catch up quickly.
Luneng, a subsidiary of the chief national
electricity company, is one of the big
investors in the expansion plan, which has
made China the world’s fifth biggest transfer
market in 2016. Of all the foreign imports to
the Super League, the 21 Brazilian players
comprise the biggest contingent. The
national team, though, has yet to see much
benefit. China lags in 60th place in FIFA
rankings and did not qualify for next year’s
World Cup. So China’s strategists decided
to try to unpick the secrets of Brazilian foot-
ball so that the next generation can get the
missing edge.

“This exchange was created so that they
can achieve a similar quality to that of the
players here,” Desportivo Brasil technical
coordinator Rodrigo Pignataro told AFP.
“They are very disciplined, but they lack
nous, cheekiness and flexibility and autono-
my. That’s what the Brazilian boys have.”
Desportivo Brasil is not an ordinary club,
but more like a training academy, so the
Chinese are in good hands.

The club hosts another five Chinese
players from the under-20 team as well as
130 Brazilian players ranging in age from
14 to the club’s own third regional division
professional team, all seeking the excel-
lence that will let them break through to
the top level.

For the youngsters in Porto Feliz, where
Brazilian and Chinese flags fly side by side,
the future should be bright. “This is the
group the Chinese government wants to
serve as the core of a team for the Tokyo

2020 Olympics and the World Cup in 2022.
We have a heavy responsibility,” Pignataro
said. After swotting over history books and
other academic classes in the mornings, the
main focus is getting out onto the training
field. Vitinho, a skillful forward, has done
three seasons in Porto Feliz and is now part
of the under-20 team. Given how integrated
the 18-year-old is-even becoming a fan of
Brazilian funk music-few remember that his
real name is Liu Chaoyang.

“I want to play in Europe, but I need to
work a lot to improve,” he said in fluent
Portuguese. The same might be said for the

whole Chinese experiment, but Zhao Shuo, a
25-year-old assistant coach, says he’s ready
to take the time. He’s spent two months fol-
lowing his Brazilian counterparts around
and says the only area where he might have
the advantage is in the iron discipline asso-
ciated with Asian teams. “Football needs
time because it’s a kind of education and
education is not a short-term thing. Maybe
we will need 10 or 20 years or more,” he
said in English, pointing to Japan as an
example. “We have to learn from our neigh-
bors and be patient,” he said, never taking
his eyes off the action on the field. — AFP
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MADRID: For the first time, Spanish football’s showpiece
event, El Clasico between giants Real Madrid and
Barcelona, has been scheduled for a lunchtime kick-off on
Saturday as La Liga seeks to capture Asia’s attention and
its cash. “We are keen to provide our fans in Asia the
opportunity to watch Real Madrid and Barcelona face off
at a time that is convenient to them,” La Liga’s Chief
Communications Officer Joris Evers told AFP.

With a potential television audience of 650 million peo-
ple, according to La Liga, El Clasico is the most watched
club match around the world thanks to its unique mixture
of star protagonists and a fierce rivalry fostered over
decades both on the field and off it by the distinct cultural
differences between Catalonia and Madrid.

“It is the ideal shop window, the marquee match to
show to people Spanish football,” Jose Maria Gay de
Liebana, professor of economics at Barcelona University
and an expert in Spanish football finances, said to AFP.

However, it is not just a boom in lucrative television
rights that La Liga and its two biggest clubs are seeking
with an early start this weekend, but a showcase for all of
their lucrative sponsorship contracts.

Last year Barcelona signed a club record shirt sponsor-
ship deal worth a minimum of 220 million euros ($258 mil-
lion) over four years with Japanese online retailer Rakuten.
“They want to sell their products to international markets,
above all in Asia,” added Gay de Liebana.

According to a study carried out by consumer analytics
specialists Nielsen Sports, last season’s corresponding first
La Liga Clasico of the season generated more than $42.5
million in media value for sponsors. “The kick-off of the
next El Clasico on December 23 is at 1300 Madrid time,
2000 in Shanghai, 1900 in Jakarta and 1730 in New
Delhi,” continued Evers.

“These are all locations where we know there are many
La Liga fans and where we will be hosting events to cele-

brate El Clasico. “Additional events are being held in vari-
ous locations around Asia. Through this and other initia-
tives we want to make existing fans even bigger La Liga
supporters and, of course, we want to attract new sup-
porters as well.” Such events are a sign of La Liga’s
awareness of how the Spanish top flight lags behind
England’s cash rich Premier League in the battle for Asian
based fans. The Premier League’s estimated $3.9 billion
income from domestic and international TV rights a season
dwarfs La Liga’s $1.9 billion revenue. Moreover, whilst
Asia is the Premier League’s biggest international market,
it trails behind the Americas and the rest of Europe in La
Liga’s rights deals. “We have changed kick-off schedules
so that they can be seen at reasonable times here in Asia
and we will continue to take steps to ensure that this part
of the world can enjoy La Liga as much as possible,” La

Liga president Javier Tebas said at the opening of the
league’s new Singapore office earlier this year, just one of
a series of new La Liga bases across the world.

Tebas is acutely aware that Spain’s privileged position
at the top of the European game is coming under threat
from the Premier League’s economic power. He has
repeatedly warned the Premier League could become the
NBA of European football, capable of poaching Barca and
Madrid’s stars like Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo in
the same way Barca were powerless to stop Qatar-backed
Paris Saint Germain paying a world record 222 million
euros for Neymar in August.

Madrid and Barca have combined to win the
Champions League in seven of the past 12 years. However,
for the first time ever England will have five of the last 16
of the competition in 2018.— AFP

La Liga chases Asian
cash with early
Clasico kick-off

SAO PAULO: File photo shows Young Chinese players sent by China’s Shandong
Luneng football club attend a training session at the Luneng Brazil Sports
Center located  in Porto Feliz, some 120 km from Sao Paulo, Brazil on
November 13, 2017. — AFP

Spanish football’s showpiece event, El Clasico between giants Real Madrid and Barcelona, has been
scheduled for kick-off on Saturday.

Dortmund’s 
Stoeger eyes 
Bayern scalp 
in German Cup
BERLIN: New Borussia Dortmund coach Peter Stoeger
has his sights set on glory as his team prepares for a
heavyweight round of 16 German Cup tie with Bayern
Munich today.

Cup holders Dortmund have won two games in two
since Stoeger took over from Peter Bosz earlier this month,
rediscovering their winning ways just in time to face
Bayern in Munich this week. Faced with his biggest test yet
as Dortmund coach, Stoeger is allowing himself to dream
of silverware, as Dortmund look to retain the German Cup.

“I don’t know how many chances I will get to reach a
cup final,” the Austrian said. “Ideally, I would like to win
the trophy.” There is a place in the quarter-final at stake
today, but with Bayern and Dortmund facing each other so
early on, the winner will surely be the favourite to go on
and win the German Cup. Having overcome title rivals RB
Leipzig in the last round, favourites Bayern will face yet
another unusually tough test when they host Dortmund.
The two teams have met in the cup in each of the last six
seasons, each winning three ties, and have contested three
finals since 2012. It is Dortmund who have had the upper
hand recently, eliminating Bayern in the semi-final twice in
the last three years. “We have always played well against
Bayern in the cup over the last few years,” said Dortmund
defender Sokratis. “They will be favourites today, but
everything is possible in one game.”

Bayern won 3-1 in Dortmund in a Bundesliga fixture last
month, and the two teams have had conflicting fortunes in
recent months.  While Bayern have pulled 11 points clear at
the top of the Bundesliga under Jupp Heynckes, Dortmund
endured eight games without a win until Stoeger’s recent
arrival. Yet Bayern insist that they are not going to under-
estimate their rivals. “We must assume that we have an
extremely difficult game ahead of us today,” said defender
Joshua Kimmich. “It is an absolute highlight, and we
absolutely have to win it.”

Both sides are struggling with injury problems, with
several key players set to miss out. Arjen Robben, Thiago
and Manuel Neuer are still sidelined for Bayern, while
Dortmund will be without Marco Reus, Mario Goetze,
Maximilian Philipp and Gonzalo Castro.—AFP


