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Celtics edge Pacers on 
Rozier’s steal and layup

Durant sparks Warriors win     
LOS ANGELES: A Terry Rozier steal and go-ahead
layup with 1.5 seconds remaining gave the Boston
Celtics a wild win over the Indiana Pacers on Monday
night. Boston gave up a 19-point lead to the Pacers late
in the fourth quarter, but a furious late rally was capped
by Rozier’s steal and game-winner, giving the Celtics a
112-111 victory. Kyrie Irving led the Celtics with 30
points. Al Horford flirted with a triple-double, scoring
14 points, grabbing 10 rebounds and dishing out nine
assists. Jayson Tatum chipped in 16 points and Marcus
Smart added 15. Indiana was paced by Victor Oladipo’s
38 points, 30 of which came after halftime. Domantas
Sabonis scored 18 points off the bench. Center Myles
Turner had a season-low two points.

WARRIORS 116, LAKERS 114 (OT)
Kevin Durant had 36 points, 11 rebounds and eight

assists, and Golden State extended its winning streak to
nine with an overtime victory against Los Angeles. The
result ruined the Lakers’ celebration on the night when
Kobe Bryant’s uniform numbers were retired. Durant
scored 12 points in over-
time, the final two on a
pull-up jumper with seven
seconds remaining. David
West then blocked Lonzo
Ball’s layup with one sec-
ond left to seal the victo-
ry. Klay Thompson scored
17 points on 6-for-24
shooting and Omri Casspi
had 14 points off the
bench for Golden State.
Kyle Kuzma scored 25
points off the bench to
lead the Lakers, Brandon Ingram had 19 points, and Ball
scored seven of his 16 points in overtime.

ROCKETS 120, JAZZ 99
Eric Gordon hit a career-high seven 3-pointers and

carried Houston over Utah. Gordon finished with 33
points, including 17 in the fourth quarter. James Harden
chipped in 26 points, six rebounds and six assists while
Chris Paul finished a rebound shy of a triple-double
with 18 points, nine boards and 10 assists. Rodney
Hood paced Utah with 26 points but scored just two in
the fourth quarter. Joe Ingles added 17 points while Joe
Johnson tallied 12.

TIMBERWOLVES 108, TRAIL BLAZERS 107

Jimmy Butler hit a pair of free throws with 2.5 sec-
onds left, and Damian Lillard’s 3-point shot at the
buzzer was off the mark as Minnesota came from
behind to beat Portland. Butler scored 37 points for
Minnesota, which finished a five-game homestand 3-2.
Jamal Crawford had a season-high 23 points, including
16 in the fourth quarter, off the bench for the Wolves.
Karl-Anthony Towns had 16 points and eight rebounds.
Lillard fell two rebounds shy of his first career triple-
double after posting 17 points and 13 assists. Jusuf
Nurkic and CJ McCollum each scored 20 points for
Portland, which had its three-game winning streak
snapped.

HORNETS 109, KNICKS 91
Frank Kaminsky came off the bench to score 24

points and Charlotte snapped a three-game losing
streak with a victory over short-handed New York.
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist added 15 points and 10
rebounds.  Marvin Williams scored 12, and Dwight
Howard finished with 11 points and 10 rebounds. The

Hornets raced to a 25-
point lead in the first
half. New York, which
had a four-game win-
ning streak snapped,
was without leading
scorer Kristaps
Porzingis for the second
straight game because
of a sore left knee.
Michael Beasley led the
Knicks with 23 points.

BULLS 117, 76ERS
115

Nikola Mirotic and Kris Dunn each scored 22 points
as Chicago rallied from a nine-point fourth-quarter
deficit to defeat Philadelphia for its sixth straight win.
Chicago also got 20 points from Justin Holiday, 12 from
Bobby Portis and 10 apiece from Denzel Valentine and
Lauri Markkanen. Mirotic grabbed 13 rebounds, and
Portis pulled down 10. Dario Saric led Philadelphia with
27 points, Ben Simmons scored 19 and Richaun Holmes
added 14.

HAWKS 110, HEAT 104
Taurean Prince tied his career high with 24 points,

Dennis Schroder scored 23 and Atlanta defeated
injury-ravaged Miami. The Heat cut a 14-point Atlanta

lead down to a point with just over a minute left, but
Kent Bazemore (16 points) made two decisive baskets
at crunch time as the Hawks held on. Josh Richardson
had 26 points for the Heat, who had only nine players
available, and Dion Waiters scored 23 despite missing
the morning shootaround because of a stomach virus.

THUNDER 95, NUGGETS 94
Russell Westbrook hit one of two free throws with

two seconds remaining, and Denver missed a last-sec-
ond shot as Oklahoma City came back for the win. The
Nuggets had a chance to win after Westbrook’s free
throw, but Gary Harris’s desperation shot at the buzzer
was wide. Westbrook scored a season-high 38 points
on 16-of-28 shooting. Westbrook hadn’t shot better
than 50 percent from the field since Oct. 27. Harris led
the Nuggets with 17 points.

SPURS 109, CLIPPERS 91

LaMarcus Aldridge scored a workmanlike 19 points
and Tony Parker added 16 as the San Antonio cruised to
a win over injury-depleted Los Angeles. The Clippers
cut San Antonio’s lead to 67-65 on a 3-pointer by Jamil
Wilson with 5:33 to play in the third quarter but the
Spurs responded by scoring 18 of the final 23 points in
the period and taking an 85-70 advantage to the fourth
quarter. Jamil Wilson and DeAndre Jordan scored 13
points each to lead the Clippers.

SUNS 97, MAVERICKS 91
Newly acquired point guard Isaiah Canaan scored 11

of his 17 points in the fourth quarter to lead Phoenix
back from a double-digit deficit en route to a win over
Dallas. TJ Warren, who finished with a team-high 19
points, made three of four free throws in the final five
seconds to seal the victory. Harrison Barnes led five
Mavericks in double figures with 26 points. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Kyle Kuzma #0 of the Los Angeles Lakers shoots the ball against the Golden State Warriors on
Monday at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Butler hit pair 
of free throws 

with 2.5 secs left

LOS ANGELES: Five-time NBA champion
Kobe Bryant was hailed as the “greatest”
Los Angeles Laker of all Monday by fellow
legend Magic Johnson in a ceremony to
retire Bryant’s jersey numbers. The tribute
came at half-time of the Lakers’ Staples
Center matchup against the defending
NBA champion Golden State Warriors,
with Bryant’s Numbers 8 and 24 joining
other inspirational Laker icons from the
team’s 70-year history.

“We’re here to celebrate the greatest to
ever wear the purple and gold. He made us
rub our eyes and wonder what did we just
see,” said Johnson, now Lakers president
of basketball operations. “There will never,
ever be another Kobe Bryant.”

Bryant played 10 seasons in each retired
number, winning three titles in the single-
digit uniform top and two in the higher

number jersey. “Thank you so much for
tonight,” Bryant told the crowd, which
chanted his name while giving him a stand-
ing ovation. “It’s not about my jerseys that
are hanging up there for me. It’s about the
jerseys that were hanging up there before.”
Many of the team’s past legends were on
hand to welcome Bryant, who retired after
the 2015-16 campaign as an 18-time All-
Star, a 2008 NBA Most Valuable Player
and two-time NBA Finals MVP, two-time
NBA scoring champion and two-time
Olympic champion.

Bryant, 39, said fans inspired him to put
in the work every day that became his
trademark over two decades with the
Lakers, an unprecedented feat. “Those
times are the dream,” Bryant said. “It’s not
the destination. It’s the journey. If you
accomplish that, your dreams won’t come
true-something greater will.” With a nod to
his “Black Mamba” nickname, Bryant
closed his remarks with, “Mamba out.”

With his family on hand to watch,
Bryant was honored with the mention of
such career highlights as his career-high
81-point game in a 2006 victory over
Toronto, the second-highest point total in
any game in NBA history.—AFP

KUWAIT: The Australian College of
Kuwait (ACK) has won the 2017 University
Athletics Association of Kuwait (UAAK)
Basketball League’s Championship Cup
outperforming other university teams,
including the American University of the
Middle East (AUM), Gulf University for
Science and Technology (GUST), the
American University of Kuwait (AUK), and
the Arab Open University (AOU). 

The UAAK tournament is known for its
competitive atmosphere, whereby universi-
ty teams face each other in a grueling
schedule over several months with the
leader crowned Champion and holder of
the cup until the following season. 

On this victorious occasion, the Student
Life’s Manager, Basel Dana, stated: “I
would like to congratulate our students on
the Championship for the second time in a
row, and in an undefeated journey! It’s very
rewarding after all their hard work and
efforts. We are very proud of all our ath-
letes and wishing them all the best in their
academic and non-academic endeavors.”

ACK’s Basketball team will now begin
preparations for the next season, with the
keen desire to retain the Championship.

LOS ANGELES: Adrian Kempe and Tyler
Toffoli scored third-period goals, and the Los
Angeles Kings leaned heavily on their top-
ranked penalty kill in a 4-1 victory over the
Philadelphia Flyers on Monday night. Alec
Martinez and Trevor Lewis also scored for
the Kings, and Jonathan Quick turned aside
36 shots as Los Angeles ended a four-game
road trip with a win, snapping a three-game
losing streak. The Kings killed off five of their
six penalties. Jakub Voracek scored the lone
goal for the Flyers, who had their six-game
win streak snapped. Brian Elliott (21 saves)
took his first defeat since Dec. 2.

AVALANCHE 4, PENGUINS 2
Tyson Barrie scored two goals, Semyon

Varlamov had 30 saves, and Colorado beat
Pittsburgh. J.T. Compher and Mikko Rantanen
also scored and Sven Andrighetto had two
assists for the Avalanche, who swept the sea-
son series from the two-time reigning Stanley
Cup champions. Chad Ruhwedel had a goal
and an assist, Evgeni Malkin also scored and
Matt Murray had 33 saves for the Penguins.

BRUINS 7, BLUE JACKETS 2
Three rookies played key roles, as Danton

Heinen and Jake DeBrusk both had a goal and
two assists and Charlie McAvoy recorded a
Gordie Howe Hat Trick with a goal, an assist
and a fight, helping Boston rout lifeless
Columbus. Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron
and David Backes added a goal and an assist
each, and Torey Krug also scored for the
Bruins, who snapped a two-game losing
streak and finished 1-1-1 on a three-game
homestand. Josh Anderson and Seth Jones
scored for the Blue Jackets.

DEVILS 5, DUCKS 3
Stefan Noesen scored off a scramble at 15:53

of the third period to lift New Jersey to a come-
from-behind victory over Anaheim. Noesen’s
tiebreaking goal ruined the homecoming of for-
mer Devils center Adam Henrique, who had a
goal and an assist in his first game against his
old team since New Jersey traded him to
Anaheim for defenseman Sami Vatanen on Nov.
30. Noesen iced the game with an empty-net
goal at 19:53. Miles Wood also scored twice for
the Devils, while Jesper Bratt found the back of
the net and Brian Boyle picked up three assists.
Vatanen earned an assist, his first point since
the trade. Ryan Getzlaf and Jakob Silfverberg
scored for the Ducks, and Josh Manson con-
tributed two assists.

OILERS 5, SHARKS 3
Edmonton got two goals from Ryan

Strome, including the 10,000th NHL goal, en
route to a victory over San Jose. Oilers goalie
Cam Talbot won his second in a row since
returning from a stint on injured reserve,

making 18 saves.  Sharks goalie Martin Jones
remained stuck on 99 career wins. The Oilers
put 29 shots on goal. Patrick Maroon, Mark
Letestu and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins also
scored for the Oilers. Joe Pavelski, Tomas
Hertl and Marcus Sorensen scored for the
Sharks.— Reuters
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DENVER: Tyson Jost #17 of the Colorado Avalanche fights on the boards with Bryan Rust #17
of the Pittsburgh Penguins at the Pepsi Center on Monday in Denver, Colorado. — AFP

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Nashville 21 7 4 108 85 46
St. Louis 22 11 2 107 88 46
Winnipeg 19 10 5 112 94 43
Chicago 17 11 5 102 86 39
Dallas 18 14 2 99 99 38
Minnesota 17 13 3 94 95 37
Colorado 16 15 2 105 109 34

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 21 10 4 107 82 46
Las Vegas 21 9 2 112 97 44
San Jose 17 11 4 88 80 38
Calgary 17 14 3 97 102 37
Anaheim 14 12 8 91 100 36
Vancouver 15 15 4 88 106 34
Edmonton 15 17 2 101 110 32
Arizona 7 23 5 78 122 19

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 24 6 2 123 80 50
Toronto 20 13 1 109 97 41
Boston 16 10 5 93 87 37
Montreal 14 15 4 87 103 32
Detroit 12 13 7 86 103 31
Ottawa 11 13 7 85 103 29
Florida 12 16 5 95 115 29
Buffalo 8 18 7 72 111 23

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 19 9 5 105 99 43
Washington 21 12 1 108 98 43
Columbus 20 13 1 97 93 41
NY Rangers 18 12 3 108 96 39
NY Islanders 18 12 3 118 114 39
Pittsburgh 17 15 3 101 112 37
Carolina 14 11 7 90 98 35
Philadelphia 14 12 7 92 94 35
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

Colorado 4, Pittsburgh 2; Edmonton 5, San Jose 3; Boston 7, Columbus 2; New Jersey 5, Anaheim 3; Los Angeles 4,
Philadelphia 1.


